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Thursday, 25 May 1995

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarlco) took the Chair at 10.00 am, and read prayers.

PETITION -TRADING HOURS, CHANGES, MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS
DR EDWARDS (Maylands) [ 10.04 am]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned employers, employees and family of motor vehicle dealers of
Western Australia, object to the trading hour changes imposed on our industry by
the Minister for Fair Trading, the Hon Peter Foss.
The extension of trading hours added to the $50 car levy and the four cent fuel tax
is having a detrimental effect on our lives and industry.
We urge Premier Richard Court to intervene to stop this extra burden on car
dealers their employees and families.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 27 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 70.]

- STANDING COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM LEGISLATION AND
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS

Report Tabling
On motion without notice by Mr Pendal, resolved -

That the report do lie upon the Table and be printed.
[See paper No 294.]

AGRICULTURAL LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR HOUSE (Stirling - Minister for Primary Industry) [10.06 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
In 1994 a ministerial review team was appointed to advise on the cur-rent operations and
future direction of the Agriculture portfolio. A key recommendation of the report was to
reorganise and refocus management and organisational structures across the portfolio,
which covers the Department of Agriculture, the Agriculture Board, and the Rural
Adjustment and Finance Corporation. In terms of management requirements, a clear
need for a single chief executive officer, across all three agencies, was suggested.
Another key recommendation was that for the first time the protection and regulatory
operations and functions of the Department of Agriculture and the Agriculture Protection
Board be bought together under one program subsequently labelled industry resource
protection.
The purpose of this new program is to maintain effective quarantine through inspection
and control of goods entering Western Australia to prevent the entry of exotic pests and
diseases. T1he program aims to quarantine and prevent the spread of exotic pests and
diseases where the benefits to Western Australia exceed the costs of eradication and
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control. It also implements appropriate eradication and control mechanisms to ensure
protection of public health, the environment and agricultural production systems. Clearly
the range of expertise on the Agriculture Protection Board must be expanded to reflect
the breadth of the new program for which it is responsible. The review report also
acknowledged the importance of the APB's grass roots networks; that is, regional
advisory committees and zone control authorities among agricultural and pastoral
communities.
The APB board membership currently consists of the two ex officio members and nine
other persons. These latter persons are appointed on the nomination of regional advisory
committees established under the Agriculture and Related Resource Protection Act 1976,
and producer and local government organisations. Currently only three board members
are appointed from zone control authorities. It is intended to increase this grass roots
representation on the board to five positions by seeking nominations from the 11 zone
control authorities which are, themselves, appointed on the nomination of regional
advisory committees. These zone representatives will be appointed by the Minister.
An essential part of an independent and effective board is the role of chairman. Currently
this position is held by the Director General of Agriculture. The purpose of these
amendments is to allow for the appointment to the role of chairman, a person with
industry, commercial, resource protection or other appropriate expertise, rather than a
public servant. Given the strong industry focus of the board, this change to the selection
of chairman is an important reform to ensure that the board is an independent and
vigorous body. A further five persons will be appointed by the Minister, who should
have wide experience in rural industry, or the protection of rural industry resourc .es, or
other qualifications relevant to the powers and duties of the Agriculture Protection Board.
It is intended that major rural lobby groups will be requested to provide a panel of names
to assist the Minister to appoint appropriate persons. It is also intended to appoint the
Director General of Agriculture to the Agriculture Protection Board. This is to provide
direct liaison with the staff of the portfolio.
So as not to conflict in the long term with the recommendations of the Royal
Commission into Commercial Activities of Government and Other Matters, it is proposed
to review this membership after 12 months of operation. The intent of the new
management structure for the portfolio can be realised only if the proposed single chief
executive officer is the CEO of each agency. To give effect to this, a requirement to
amend the enabling legislation of the Agriculture Protection Board has been established.
As it stands at present, the Agriculture Protection Board Act 1950, at section 5(3)(a),
requires that the Director General of Agriculture - the office of which will be assumed by
the CEO of the proposed single operational agency - and the chief executive officer of
the APR, must separately be ex officio members of the Agriculture Protection Board
itself. This is untenable under the proposed management structure. The Bill deletes the
requirement for the CEO of the Agriculture Protection Board to be a member of the
board. On amendment of the Agriculture Protection Board Act it will be possible for the
Governor to appoint the new portfolio CEO to the position of Chief Agriculture
Protection Officer - effectively CEO of the APR - under section 9(1) of the Agriculture
and Related Resources Protection Act, without this person being automatically a member
of the board. The Bill provides that all current members of the Agriculture Protection
Board shall cease to hold office on the implementation of the amending legislation.
However, all members are eligible for reappointment, and all will be given consideration
when the new board membership is being formulated.
Part 3 of the Bill also proposes to amend the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation
Act 1993. Since this Act was last amended, the Rural Adjustment and Finance
Corporation's operations have been modified to the extent that it is necessary to make
changes to parts of the principal Act that are now either redundant or inappropriate. The
opportunity has therefore been taken in the amendments proposed in this Bill to clear out
unnecessary sections.
Further amendments to the Act had always been envisaged and the Agriculture
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Legislation Amendment Bill 1995 picks up these intended changes. Repeal of those
sections relating to protection orders is also included in this Bill. The corporation no
longer lends money and the protection order provisions have not been used since 1978.
These powers proved to be cumbersome and ineffectual and they have been superseded
by other processes such as debt mediation. Other deletions in the Bill include the now
redundant provisions to permit the transfer of pre-1985 state funded rural adjustment
schemes from the R & I Bankc to the corporation, which has been completed; and sections
relating to compensation payable for injurious affection to land under the Country Areas
Water Supply Act 1947, which are now redundant. Following the 1993 amendments to
the Act, two commonwealth funds for rural adjustment schemes prior to 1985 have been
closed, and all commitments to the Commonwealth for these schemes met. The balances
in these funds have been transferred to the rural assistance fund, one of the corporation's
operating funds. The Bill deletes all references to the closed funds.
There are two further amendments to bring about modifications to operational
procedures. First, to enable the corporation to engage persons under contract for service
for day to day operations without the requirement for individual approvals from the
Minister. The legislation currently, requires approval from the Minister in each instance,
which is unduly cumbersome. Secondly, an additional clause has been included to allow
payment from funds to persons other than those directly engaged in rural industry.
Payments are made in accordance -with commonwealth-state agreements and rural
assistance schemes, but the current legislation does not allow payment to be made
directly to people such as course providers for farmer training programs. The
Commonwealth has also flagged changes in this direction and the amendment will allow
payment direct to people engaged to provide services considered appropriate for the
benefit of rural industry. This removes a cumbersome restriction on the management of
farmer training and skills development programs. Amendments in the Bill also include
housekeeping amendments to update the Act to line up with the requirements of the
Public Sector Management Act 1994. 1 commend the Bill to the House.
Debatd adjourned, on motion by Ms Warnock.

SENTENCING BILL
Second Reading

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley - Attorney General) [10.16 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Sentencing Bill, together with two other Bills, the Sentence Administration Bill and
the Sentencing (Consequential Provisions) Bill, which will be introduced in this session,
form a package that provides for long overdue sentencing reforms in this State. The
Sentencing Bill is the principal Bill and establishes the framework for the major
sentencing reforms intended by this Government. The Bills reflect the Government's
"tough but fair" approach to law and order and its commitment to a system of laws which
is just and fair, and is accessible by and responsive to the needs of the community. They
are central to the Government's program of reform of criminal justice legislation, and
complement legislative and administrative reforms already introduced by the coalition
over the past two years. These earlier reforms have included, among others, the Criminal
Procedure Amendment Act 1993, the Criminal Law Amendment Act 1994, the Victims
of Crime Act 1994, the Young Offenders Act 1994, and the abolition of 10 per cent
reduction of sentence on parole terms.
In developing the Sentencing Bill, consideration was given to providing a legislative
basis for Aboriginal customary law. Such a provision, however, would have Australia-
wide implications and consequently the Government has been consulting other States and
Territories through the Standing Committee of Attorneys General. The inclusion of
Aboriginal customary law in legislation requires caution so that a second class of laws is
not made for a specific group of people. However, the Bill's silence on the matter of
cultural background does not mean that it cannot be taken into account. Sentencing
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principles are sufficiently flexible to allow the court to take into account the
circumstances of an offender, including Aboriginal cultural matters. Part 3 of the Bill
provides for a court to inform itself in any way it sees fit and the Ministry of Justice has
appointed additional Aboriginal court advisers to enable the courts to avail themselves of
such advice.
Taken as a package, the new Bills will facilitate the sentencing of offenders and the
administration of sentences by consolidating existing sentencing provisions, providing an
increased range of sentencing options, making better provision for victims and
strengthening the protection of the community while simplifying the sentencing process.
Specifically, the key objectives of the Government's sentencing package are to provide a
basis for increased consistency in the sentencing of offenders; ensure that victims, the
community and offenders understand the effect of sentences; confirm the Government's
policy of tough penalties for more serious offenders; reinforce the opportunities for
victims to have their voices heard in the justice system; and expand the range of
rehabilitation options for less serious offenders.
The Sentencing Bill provides powers to the courts to sentence offenders using a range of
sentencing alternatives under established rules. As its title implies, the Sentence
Administration Bill, which I will introduce shortly, relates to the administration of those
sentences handed down by the courts. The Offenders Community Corrections Act 1963,
which formerly provided the basis for the administration of community based sentences,
will as a consequence be repealed. Of necessity, the reforms introduced in these Bills
will require numerous amendments to current Statutes. To accommodate the relatively
large number of these, all consequential amendments are contained in a separate
enactment which I will also introduce today - the Sentencing (Consequential Provisions)
Bill.
The coalition, in its law and justice policy, pledged to introduce new, consolidating
sentencing laws for Western Australia. This policy recognised the pressing need for
reform of these laws as a means of -

promoting greater consistency in the sentencing of offenders, particularly in the
lower courts where the majority of offenders are sentenced;,

simplifying sentencing so that the community and all those involved in the
process, including the victim and the offender, can more readily understand the
effect and extent of a sentence;

responding to the expressed community need for greater protection;

giving greater recognition to the needs of victims in the sentencing process;

restructuring the system of both custodial and non-custodial options so that it is
easier to understand, and easier to administer,
restructuring the system of non-custodial sentences to provide a wider and more
complete range of sentencing options, better serve both the punitive and
rehabilitative elements of sentencing, allow more effective use of imprisonment
as a sentence of last resort, and reduce any disparity in the sentencing process;

implementing changes to the parole system to ensure that the protection of the
community is paramount; and

providing for the indefinite custody and containment of serious repeat offenders
where this is necessary for the protection of the community.

The Government intends that these reforms will be achieved through consolidating
within the one enactment, the Sentencing Bill, all the provisions empowering a court to
pass sentence, and consolidating all matters dealing with the administration of sentence
within another enactment, the Sentence Administration Bill. These reforms are needed
for a number of reasons. Firstly, sentencing laws and penalties are currently to be found
in various Statutes and courts may even impose common law bonds. At any one time the
sentencer and others involved in the process are required to draw on a wide range of
legislation, including the Criminal Code, the Justices Act 1902, the Prisons Act 1981, the
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Police Act 1892 and the Offenders Community Corrections Act 1963. This situation is
unwieldy for the courts and difficult for the community to understand.
Secondly, frequent amending of sentencing laws to accommodate new initiatives has
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of part 2 provides for some general matters about sentences. These were formerly
provided in the Criminal Code and in the Interpretation Act 1984. Part 3 is entitled
"Matters preliminary to sentence" and provides guidance to a court on how it should
inform itself fully and thoroughly before passing sentence. Specifically, the court may
call for pre-sentence reports, victim impact statements, and mediation reports. In
addition, if an offender wants charges pending in other courts to be dealt with by a
superior court, he or she may request the superior court to do so.
The Victims of Crime Act, passed by this Parliament last year, formally provided for
victims to be heard in the justice system through the use of victim impact statements.
These provisions have been carred across to the Sentencing Bill. They enable victims to
submit statements to the courts containing details of physical or mental harm and the
effects which the crime has had upon them. Such statements may be taken into account
by the courts in determining sentence. Increasingly, victims are availing themselves of
this opportunity. Mediation reports have been available to courts in Western Australia
since the creation of the victim-offender mediation unit within the Ministry of Justice in
1992. To date this agency has been able to achieve a successful agreement for reparation
between the offender and the victim in 115 cases. The Sentencing Bill now makes
formal provision for these reports. These two initiatives reflect the Government's
commitment to allow victims greater access to the justice system.
The sentencing process is explained in part 4. It requires the court to explain to the
offender the effect of the sentence and his or her obligations resulting from the sentence.
This part also requires the court, when sentencing an offender to a term of imprisonment
of 12 months or less or an aggregate of 12 months, to give written reasons why no
sentencing option other than imprisonment was appropriate. This provision is aimed at
reducing the use of imprisonment of 12 months and under for less serious offenders who
could be adequately managed in the community using the new sentencing options
contained in this Bill. It extends the provisions of section 19A of the Criminal Code
which seek to reduce imprisonment of six months and less.
A major feature of this Bill is that it contains more, and a more complete range of,
sentencing options than have ever before been made available to a court in this State.
Part 5 lists these options and sets out how some of them may be combined. In particular
a court may -

impose no sentence;
impose a new order called a conditional release order. This order replaces the
recognisances commonly known as good behaviour bonds previously provided
for in the Criminal Code. The order allows for the release of offenders with or
without a surety on conditions the court deems necessary to secure the good
behaviour of the offender,
impose a fine; or
impose a new order called a community based order aimed at supervision of
offenders in the community

These four options may also be accompanied by a spent conviction order which has the
effect of making the conviction immediately spent so that the Spent Convictions Act
1988 can apply to it. That Act gives people with a conviction certain relief from the
effect of that conviction. In the event that the court determines that in the circumstances
none of these options is appropriate, the court may -

impose a new order called an intensive supervision order. The intensive
supervision order provides a necessary intermediate step between the previous
non-custodial options and imprisonmnent. This will serve to fill an important gap
in the current continuum of sentencing options. I will say more about this
disposition later in this speech;
impose a new order of suspended imprisonment. This is a new initiative in this
jurisdiction which enables a court to order imprisonment and at the same time
suspend the service of that term of imprisonment on conditions;
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make a direction for young adult detention; or
impose a term of imprisonment.

I would like now to highlight the features of some of these. One of the progressive
elements of te Sentencing Bill is that, where the court determines that the offence is not
serious - for example in the case of minor shoplifting - and the antecedents of the
offender are good, and where the conviction might have a detrimental effect on an
offender's employment prospects, clauses 39 and 45 in part 5 enable a court to order that
a conviction be spent. This will mean that the protections afforded by the Spent
Convictions Act 1988 will immediately apply. This is not to mean that the offender is
not punished. However, it is anticipated that this power will provide a significant
incentive to refrain from further offending by allowing the stigma of a conviction to be
lifted which could otherwise have disqualified them firom pursuing their chosen carter.
Part 6 enables the release of an offender without sentence in cases of very trivial
offending. Part 7 enables a court to make a conditional rtlease order which, as its title
indicates, releass an offender on conditions aimed at the good behaviour of the offender.
Under this order an offender may also be required to provide financial security.
Compliance with the order will be enforced. The court may direct that an offender
appear before it so as to ascertain whether the offender has complied with the
requirements of the order. An offender will be deemed to have breached the order if the
offender commits another offence while on the order, or fails to honour any one of the
conditions of the order.
Part 8 will enable a court to fine an offender. Clause 55 will enable a court to apportion
fines among offenders. In a further response to the needs of victims of crime, clause 56
will allow a court to award a victim of an assault the proceeds of a fine or part of it.
Enforcement of fines will generally be done under the Fines, Penalties and Infringement
Notices Enforcement Act 1994, but this part provides that in limited cases a court may
order that the offender be imprisoned until the fine is paid or that the offender be
imprisoned if the fine is not paid. The power to imprison a person until a fine is paid
would normally be invoked only where, for example, the court believes that the offender
has ample funds or may be expected to leave the State or country. The power to order
imprisonment if a fine is not paid is restricted to the District or Supreme Courts or where
an indictable matter is heard summarily.
Parts 9 and 10 constitute a significant and logical restructuring of the existing
arrangements for noncustodial orders. I will explain these in more detail. Part 9 will
provide for the making of a community based order and part 10 for the making of an
intensive supervision order for the community based sentencing of offenders. These new
orders will expand the scope of community supervision and supersede those formerly
known as probation orders and community service orders. The intent of the new orders is
to provide a more adequate basis than that which exists at present for courts to sanction
offenders and to provide for their supervision in the community, without having to resort
to imprisoniment. In the past the community corrections options have been rigid and not
easily combined. The orders, although alternatives to imprisonment, have not offered the
courts sufficient scope in tailoring community based sentences for those offenders who
have, as a result, been subject to short terms of imprisonment for relatively less serious
offences.
The administrative processes for probation and community service have also been
different, necessitating different procedures for the management of the orders. The
community based order and intensive supervision order will provide community based
options which will reduce the administrative burdens while giving greater flexibility to
sentencing authorities. The community based order is aimed at offenders suitable for
community supervision who are in need of minimal intervention. The order will allow
for one or a combination of requirements including supervision, community service of
between 40 and 120 hours, and treatment programs to be imposed.
For the offender who would until now have attracted a short term of imprisonment, the
Bill will provide for the first time in this State an intensive supervision order. This order
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will have compulsory requirement for supervision. In addition, the court will be able to
strengthen and tighten the order by adding optional conditions of community service of
up to 240 hours; participation in a treatment program; and, if the case warrants it, a
curfew. The curfew is aimed at curtailing the freedom of the offender at times when he
or she may be susceptible to re-offending. For instance, if an offender has a history of
chronic offending in the evenings on weekends, it Will be possible to provide for curfews
of between two and 12 hours in any 24 hour period. The Bill will provide also for the
electronic monitoring of the compliance with the curfew if the circumstances of the
offending and the offender warrant this intervention.
The intensive supervision order will allow a court to tailor the conditions of the order
according to the specific requirements of the offence and the offender. It is aimed at
offenders who under current legislation are being imprisoned for short periods. To
ensure that they operate credibly and effectively, intensive supervision orders will be
rigorously enforced. For this reason, provision has been made for the allocation of an
additional 7.5 full time positions or the equivalent in part time and full time staff of this
total to the community corrections subprogram for this purpose. I am confident that
these reforms to the system of noncustodial orders will better enable the sentence to fit
the crime and the offender, as well as help to achieve greater consistency in sentencing.
It is anticipated that through these orders the diversion in appropriate cases of less serious
offenders from imprisonment will also be achieved.

Part 11 will enable a court to impose suspended imprisonment by ordering the suspension
of the serving of a term of imprisonment. For all intents and purposes the sentence will
remain a sentence of imprisonment, thereby reflecting the severity of the penalty to the
offender and the community. I draw to the attention of the House that the requirements
of the order of suspended imprisonment are strict; offenders may be imprisoned under the
order at any time if they re-offend.

Detention of young adult offenders in a facility of the kind referred to in section 119 of
the Young Offenders Act 1994, such as Camp Kurli Mumr near Laverton, became lawful
by amendment to the Offenders Community Corrections Act 1963 pursuant to the
Criminal Law Amendment Act 1994 enacted last year. The Offenders Community
Corrections Act is to be repealed as a result of this sentencing package and, therefore,
detention of young adult offenders in such a facility is provided in part 12 of the Bill. As
I stated when I introduced this provision last year, this new form of detention has the
potential to provide a necessary circuit breaker to divert some young adult offenders from
re-offending. Under part 13 of the Sentencing Bill the court will retain the power to
imprison an offender if in accordance with the sentencing principles there is no
appropriate lesser option.
An important feature of the Bill is that it provides for the abolition of prison sentences of
three months or less - of which there were 134 in prison during 1993-94. Thbe reason for
this abolition is that such short sentences serve little useful purpose: They fail as a
deterrent, fail as a means of protecting the community, and fail as a means of addressing
a prisoner's offending behaviour. The intensive supervision order and suspended prison
sentence introduced in this Bill will provide a more effective means of achieving these
ends. This initiative implements a recommendation of the 1991 Joint Select Committee
on Parole, of which I was a member. In addition, it will assist in reducing the number of
relatively minor offenders serving short terms of imprisonment. This is particularly so in
relation to members of the Aboriginal community, who have been proportionally
overrepresented in prisons and police lockups.
This Bill further seeks to address the concern raised in the report of the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody on the sentencing powers of justices of
the peace by requiring a magistrate to review any sentence of imprisonment imposed by
justices of the peace within a week. This provision is made in part 4 of the Bill.

The Bill will also improve on previous legislation by clarifying and simplifyig the
calculation of the time to be served under the order. It is anticipated that when a sentence
is handed down all concerned, including the offenders and the community, will
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understand the extent of the sentence, the time to be spent in custody, and the time to be
spent on parole if applicable.
Part 13 will also enable a court to impose multiple terms of imprisonment that are
concurrent, partly concurrent or cumulative with each other or with any term ofimprisontment that an offender is serving at the time. The Bill contains specific provision
for the court to set a commencement date which may mean that time spent on remand
may count towards service of the sentence. The current scheme of parole is retained, butsome significant changes are included in this Bill and in the Sentence Administration Bill
which I will introduce shortly.
This Bill provides for the aggregation of parole terms of cumulative prison sentenceswhich is in accordance with the findings of the Joint Select Committee on Parole. This
provision is important because it simplifies the calculation of certain terms of
imprisonment and makes their effects more easily understood. In addition, the Bill will
enable the non-parole period to be extended by loss of remission imposed under thePrisons Act 1981. This is in addition to the abolition in November 1994 of the 10 per
cent reduction of sentence that applied to the period spent in prison prior to release on
parole through amendment to the Offenders Community Corrections Regulations 1991.
I will comment on changes aimed at tightening and streamlining the administration ofparole-type sentences when I introduce the Sentence Administration Bill. Provisions
relating to the imposition of sentences of life imprisonment are also contained in part 13.
These are transferred from the Offenders Community Corrections Act, which was
modified by the Criminal Law Amendment Act 1994. The provisions will enable thecourt to set "minimum terms" within prescribed boundaries and also retains the "natural
life" provisions currently found in section 401)(2a) of the Offenders Community
Corrections Act 1963.
Part 14 will allow for the indefinite imprisonment of those serious offenders who pose arisk to the community. An important improvement in provisions is that the court will
now in all such cases provide for a nominal term to be served before the offender may be
released by the Governor.
Part 15 will allow a court sentencing an offender to make disqualification orders as part
of the sentence. Driver's licence, firearms licence, marine qualifications and Australian
passports may all be disqualified or ordered to be surrendered as part of the sentence.
As members will be aware, the Victims of Crime Act 1994, a major legislative initiative
for this Government, was enacted last year and recently proclaimed to give better
recognition to the needs of victims than was previously the case in the criminal justice
system. The Sentencing Bill in a number of its provisions complements the response to
victims' needs enshrined in the Victims of Crime Act. Pursuant to part 16 courts can
make reparation orders in favour of a victim in addition to passing sentence on an
offender. The reparation order can take the form of either a compensation order uinder
which the offender pays money to a victim, or a restitution order that requires
misappropriated property to be returned to the victim.
It is also possible for a court of its volition, in addition to sentence, to subject an offender
to a restraining order under the Justices Act. This is found in part 17. Part 18 provides
the process for amending and taking breach actions with regard to community based
orders, intensive supervision orders, and conditional release orders. It will be possible
for a court to take summary action against any offender who re-offends while subject to a
community order or a conditional release order. The royal prerogative of mercy is
preserved in part 19.
The Full Court was empowered to give guideline judgments by an earlier amendment to
the code made pursuant to the Criminal Law Amendment Act. This was to enable
guidance to be given to courts, in particular the lower courts, for the determination of
appropriate sentences and to ensure that sentences handed out in different courts for
simila crimes are comparable. These provisions have been transferred to the Sentencing
Bill and are contained in part 2.
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This Bill, together with the shortly to be introduced Sentence Administration Bill and the
Sentencing. (Consequential Provisions) Bill, will give effect to the coalition's
commitment in its law and justice policy to reform this State's patchwork of sentencing
laws. They reflect the Government's commitment to promote consistency in the
sentencing of offenders, to provide sentencing authorities with a more complete range of
sentencing options, to recognise the important place of victims in the criminal justice
process, and to make sentencing more readily understood.
The Sentencing Bill is integral to the Government's "tough but fair" approach to criminal
justice which has seen the introduction of new offences and tougher penalties for crimes
of violence. This Bill consolidates in one Statute all the matters relating to sentencing
and significantly advances the Government's aim of making sure that Western
Australia's system of justice is responsive to the needs of the community which it serves.
I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Ms Warnock.

SENTENCE ADMIINISTRATION BILL
Second Reading

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley - Attorney General) [10.43 am]: I move -
That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill complements the Sentencing Bill previously commended to the House. A third
Bill yet to be introduced provides for consequential amendments. The three Bills form a
package which will result in important sentencing reforms for this State. I have, when
introducing the Sentencing Bill, outlined the reasons for and the intent of the reforms and
I will not reiterate those here. As I have previously indicated to the House, the Sentence
Administration Bill, as its title implies, relates to the administration of those sentences
handed down by the courts. Frequent amending of sentencing laws to accommodate new
initiatives has resulted in a complex and convoluted system to the extent that the public,
criminal justice agencies and even the courts are frequently confused. This is particularly
the case with the Offenders Community Corrections Act, which formerly provided the
basis for the administration of community based sentences.
The Sentence Administration Bill to a large extent repeats the provisions of the Offenders
Community Corrections Act so far as it relates to the administration of sentences, albeit
in a more comprehensible and readable form. As a consequence, the Offenders
Community Corrections Act is to be repealed by the Sentencing (Consequential
Provisions) Bill yet to be introduced into the House.
The Bill provides some new provisions that refer to the new community based order and,
of course, the intensive supervision order, which necessitates a supervision regime that is
unprecedented. Provision had to be made, for example, for the supervision of the curfew
requirement and the imposition of electronic monitoring equipment. The option of
electronic monitoring will be extended to parolees and to those prisoners on work release
as a result of this Bill. The opportunity has also been taken to refine some of the
processes in the interests of administrative efficiency, such as the reporting requirements
of the Parole Board, the powers of delegation of the chief executive officer and the
method of enforcing the obligations of offenders at community corrections centres to
mention a few.
I will now outline some of the provisions contained in this Bill. In part 2, the Bill makes
provision for offenders in custody and includes a provision for the determination of the
order in which terms of imprisonment are to be served. Division 3 of this part allows for
reports to be provided to the Minister or a court on prisoners who are held in custody.
The Bill makes provision for the administration of parole orders in part 3, work release
orders in part 4 and home detention orders in part 5. These provisions were previously
provided in the Offenders Community Corrections Act
For the purposes of determination of eligibility for parole, the definition of a so-calld
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"tspecial term prisoner" has been amended to include prisoners serving terms of
imprisonment of three years or more for defined violent offences. Currently, only
prisoners serving five years or more are included. As a means of ensuring the protection
of the public, prisoners under this widened definition must receive special consideration
by the Parole Board. In addition, the current requirements which may be placed on a
parole order have been expanded to include a requirement that where the Parole Board or
the Governor, as the case may be, thinks fit, a parolee may be subjected to electronic
monitoring. Prisoners on work release may also, in appropriate cases, be subjected to
electronic monitoring. Currently, only prisoners on home detention may be subjected to
this condition. Furthermore, automatic cancellation of work release and home detention
will result in the event of offences being committed.
Part 6 refines the provisions dealing with the breaches of these orders by further
offending or contravening requirements. Section 72 of the Bill provides for full credit for
clean street time; that is, for time successfully served in the community on early release
orders prior to a breach. This is in keeping with the recommendations of the 1991 Joint
Select Committee on Parole. Part 7 brings together in one part the provisions relating to
the offenders' obligations while serving community correction orders in the community.
This clarifies the common elements that apply to the administration of community based
sentences. Part 8 provides for the establishment and management of community
corrections centres. Again, these provisions were formerly in the Offenders Community
Corrections Act. The appointment of staff and powers of delegation are provided for in
part 9 of the Bill. Part 10 of the Bill makes provisions for the Parole Board. Part 11
gathers together miscellaneous provisions of the Offenders Community Corrections Act
including matters relating to the retrieval of monitoring equipment, secrecy provisions,
protection from liability and regulation making powers.
Few would disagree that the Offenders Community Corrections Act was a most difficult
sentencing Statute. The Sentence Administration Bill read in conjunction with the
Sentencing Bill provides a logical, well-structured and comprehensible framework for
sentencing laws in this State. I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Ms Warnock.

SENTENCING (CONSEQUENTIAL PROVISIONS) BILL
Second Reading

MRS EDWARDES (Kingsley - Attorney General) [10.48 am]: I move -
That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill is the third in the Government's sentencing package. I have indicated already,
when second reading the Sentencing Bill, the policies underpinning the package. Of
necessity, the reforms introduced in the Sentencing Bill and the Sentence Administration
Bill require numerous amendments to current Statutes. To accommodate the relatively
large number of these, all consequential amendments are contained in a separate
enactment, the Sentencing (Consequential Provisions) Bill.
This Bill repeals the Offenders Community Corrections Act as a result of the provisions
contained in the Sentencing Bill and the Sentence Administration Bill. It repeals also the
Fines and Penalties Appropriation Act in light of the provisions contained in part 8 and
schedule 1 of the Sentencing Bill. In addition, the Bill repeals those parts of the Criminal
Code which contained provisions now provided for in the Sentencing Bill. The Bill also
repeals and amends sentencing provisions in other Acts so as to allow consistency with
the Sentencing and Sentence Administration Bills.
For a court sentencing an offender under the age of 17 at the time of sentence, only the
Sentencing Bill's options of imprisonment will be available in addition to those options
provided by the Young Offenders Act. For a court sentencing an offender aged between
17 and 18 at the time of sentence, the Sentencing Bill's options of imprisonment, an
intensive supervision order or a community based order will be available in addition to
those sentencing options provided by the Young Offenders Act. For a court sentencing
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an offender aged 18 or over at the time of sentence, the options of the Sentencing Bill are
to be used. However, the court will apply the principles of sentencing which apply to
juveniles when determining the appropriate disposition.

In view of the provisions contained in division 2 of part 13 of the Sentencing Bill, which
proscribe terms of imprisonment of three months and less, some 49 Statutes have been
consequentially amended in part 70 of this Bill.

As mentioned in my second reading speech on the Sentencing Bill and the Sentence
Administration Bill, this legislative package is integral to the Government's "tough but
fair" and more understandable criminal justice system. I will seek leave for the three
Bills to be debated cognately with the Sentencing Bill being the principle Bill.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR OMODEI (Warren - Minister for Local Government) [10.50 am]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.

I am pleased to bring before the House a Bill to amend the Local Government Act to
enable the Western Australian Municipal Association to establish a workers'
compensation scheme for the benefit of local government in this State. This is an
important initiative which is to the very great credit of the association. It has designed a
scheme which will be tailored specifically to the needs of local government. An
important part of the scheme is to manage the implementation of a safer working
environment, reduce the number of accident claims and, therefore, the overall cost of
compensation insurance. The Bill makes it optional for councils to join the scheme and
provides that the scheme must be approved under the state workers' compensation Act.
It will be subject to WorkCover's normal requirements for the granting of self-insured
status.
In response to concerns expressed by some of my colleagues, I assure members that in
seeking to establish a self-insurance pool scheme for workers' compensation and
liability, WAMA will be unable to become involved in the general insurance industry.
As an organisation incorporated under the Local Government Act and with its
constitution requiring approval of the Minister for Local Government, no such widening
of activities will be permitted by the Government.

Furthermore, to protect the interests of participating councils and their ratepayers, I have
insisted, and WAMA has agreed, that any financial decisions made by the board which
do not accord with independent actuarial advice will be recorded in the annual report of
the scheme. Such a measure is consistent with requirements for state government
organisations where certain ministerial directives are reported. I particularly appreciate
the assistance of the member for Scarborough in his diligent and enthusiastic assessment
of the WAMA proposal.
This Bill must proceed urgently as it is the association's intention to commence the
scheme in time for the next financial year. I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Leahy.

SUPPLY BILL
Second Reading

Resumed from 24 May.

MR McGINTY (Fremantle - Leader of the Opposition) [10.52 am]: I will address the
issue of most concern before the public of Western Australia today and I refer to the
current dispute occurring on the waterfront at Fremantle. This dispute is of particular
concern because of what now appears to be a blatant abuse or corruption of the tender
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processes of the State in arranging for BAAC Pty Ltd, owned by Mr Buckeridge, to
become the stevedloring operation at the Port of Fremantle.
On the basis of the limited information available to the Opposition, I will draw theattention of members to what is transparently a major breach of the State Supply
Commission Act by either the Minister for Transport or Stateships. I say on the basis oflimited information available, because yesterday, after the Opposition gave its normalperiod of notice to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport in this House ofthe questions that it wished to ask him, he stood up and shrugged his shoulders and said
that he did not know the answer. His action suggests to me that there is some cover up ofwhat is occurring. Quite frankly, it is extremely shonky.
I will refer to a number of tender irregularities that have occurred over the granting of thestevedoring contract to BAAC. The starting point for this consideration must be the StateSupply Commission Act which was passed by this Parliament in 1991 and. if my memory
serves me correctly, came into effect in September 1991. The key provision of the StateSupply Commission Act which is relevant to the waterfront dispute is section 17. In part3 of the Act, under the heading "Supply of Goods and Services", and the subheading of"Public authorities to comply with supply policies", section 17 provides that -

(1) Subject to this Act, all public authorities, including all employees, members
and officers of public authorities and all officers of the Public Service of the
State, shall comply with supply policies.

(2) Subsection (1) applies notwithstanding any exemption granted under section
20or 21.

We have been made aware through the media and also by comments from the Ministerfor Transport that this is a tender worth millions of dollars; the figure of $2m has beenput on it in some of the media reports. The State Supply Commission's supply policy
manual reads, under the heading "Use of Written Quotations" -

The supply of goods or provision of services with an estimated value exceeding
$50,000 per line item, are considered major procurements and must be processed
in accordance with Public Tender and Contract Practice supply policy ...

The important point is that policy statements issued by the State Supply Commission
should be binding on all government departments and instrumentalities. In this instancethis policy is binding and has the full effect of the law in respect of the stevedoring
contract purported to be issued by Stateships. As the value of the contract was in excessof $50 000 should have been processed in accordance with the public tender and contract
practice supply policy. The policy statement which has the full force of the law and is
binding on Stateships reads - it is rather a long quote but it is important that I read it into
the record -

1.8 Public Tender Contract Practice
A public authority intending to acquire goods or services not covered by the
provisions of a Common Use Contract shall call for public tenders where the
estimated value of goods or services exceeds $50,000 per line item. As a
minimum, public tenders shall be advertised in the appropriate section of a
newspaper with state wide circulation.

This is where the first breach of the State Supply Commission Act occurred in respect of
the issuing of the stevedoring contract by Stateships to BAAC. The policy statement is
that public tenders are required to be called and. as a minimum, must be advertised in the
public notices section of the newspaper. That is where a second breach of the Act
occurred because the Minister for Transport clearly stated on the public record that no
advertisements calling for tenders were published in the newspaper. Certainly, no public
tenders were called for. The Minister made it clear that a phone call to three companies
was made when this so-called tender process was undertaken. It is fundamentally and
patently a breach of the law of this State and the Premier should immediately cancel the
contract that has been issued to BAAC and ensure that this contract is dealt with in
accordance with the law.
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Mr Court: If you were completely satisfied with the tendering process and it was won by
BAAC, would you support that company's being able to carry out that contract?

Mr McGINTY: Yes, there is no question about that. The point I have made in this
Parliament and through the media is that if everything is accountable, and is in
accordance with the law, I would have no basis on which I could reasonably object to it,
even though I may not like it. I would expect the company to carry out its functions in
accordance with the provisions of the contract. The policy statement continues -

A public authority (excluding totally exempt public authorities and public
authorities making purchases authorised under section 19(2)(a) of the Act)
wishing to waive or vary this requirement must seek the approval of the
Commission before proceeding with the transaction.

It is now patently on the record that Stateships did not seek the approval of the State
Supply Commission before going down the path it followed. Of course, I would be
shocked if the State Supply Commission, which is charged with overseeing the regularity
of the processes of the State, granted approval for Stateships to go down the path of
hurried telephone calls without the appropriate tender. specifications and without
complying with the fundamental requirements of accountability and procedural fairness
outlined in this document. Perhaps the reason Stateships did not seek advance approval
from the State Supply Commission, as is required by the law if it wishes to embark on a
different process, is that it knew it would not be approved by the commission because it
is so shonky. It is a disgusting process, which would never have been approved by the
commission. The document continues -

The Commission may waive the requirement to call tenders above the estimated
value of $50,000 per line item where:

the source is a proven sole source of supply;

That is clearly not the case. There are 30 stevedoring companies operating in Australia
and several in Western Australia. Therefore, there is no "Proven sole source of supply".

Mr Court: When in government you went to two companies for quotes.

Mr McGINTY: Who did?
Mr Court: For Stateships when you were in government.

Mr McGINTY: The State Supply Commission Act came into effect in 1991 and if the
Premier is suggesting that any of these guidelines were breached under a Labor
Government, he should give examples.

Mr Court: You referred to a sole source of supply. Under your Government Stateships
went to the two companies operating because they were the only ones with access to the
wharf.
Mr McGIN TY: That is not a sole source of supply.

Mr Court: Stateships went to two companies, because only two companies could operate
on the wharf.
Mr McGINTY: No, Stateships went to three companies.

Mr Court: Stateships went to three companies at that stage because three then had access
to the wharf.
Mr McGINTY: From the date the State Supply Commission Act and these policy
statements came into effect, Stateships has not been to anyone to seek tenders, other than
on this occasion.
b& Court: They had a three year contract in 1991 which finished in 1994. What did they
do after that ended?
Mr McGRNT: I understand it has been continued on a monthly basis. No contract has
been issued since that time which is worth more than $50 000. Factually and historically
the Premier is incorrect.
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Mr Court: You are saying that if you roll it over -
Mr McGINTY: The Premier should not put words in my mouth; he should get his facts
straight. No contract worth more than the minimum specified was entered into under a
Labor Government, in defiance of the law.
There is no proven sole source of supply.
Mr Cowan: Tell us about the Swan Brewery.
Mr McGINTY: I remind the Deputy Premier that his Minister is in so much trouble that I
predict this will be the end of Hon Eric Chariton as a Minister of the Crown in this State.
Mr Cowan: The Swan Brewery was the end of you.
Mr McGINTY: Yes, I have done very poorly since then! The Deputy Premier might as
well pack his bags now because there will not be a position for him in this Parliament
after the High Court decision in September. He knows that the Liberal Party members
are falling over themselves to get rid of the monkey on their back, and they are privately
supporting this one-vote-one-value challenge in the High Court. He has come to an end.
I used to have considerable regard for the Deputy Premier as an operator in this place, but
he has now become fat and comfortable with the big white limo, chauffeur driven
arrangements and big fat ministerial lunches, and he has given up the fight. He has no
fight left in him; he is now simply a lackey of the man sitting beside him. The Premier
pulls the strings and the Deputy Premier knows full well he has given up the fight and no
longer represents his constituents. What has happened to Westrail in the Deputy
Premier's electorate of Merredin? The Deputy Premier happily rolls over, allows the
Premier to tickle his belly, and smiles because he is lapping up the largesse of the current
arrangements. The Deputy Premier is a joke.
Mr Cowan inteajected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): Order! I am happy to allow intrjections,
especially when the member on his feet is taking them; however, I suggest that the
Leader of the Opposition address his comments to the Chair.
Mr McGINTY: It is quite clear from the documents that the State Supply Commission -
Mr Cowan inteijected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McGLNTY: Mr Acting Speaker, will you pull the Deputy Premier into line? He is
obviously very grumpy and that is fairly common for him. However, this petulant
behaviour in defiance of your order is going too far.
Mr Cowan inteijected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McGUMT: The first instance to which I referred, with regard to the commission
waiving the requirement to call tenders relates to a proven sole source of supply.
Buckeridge is neither a sole source of supply nor a proven source of supply. The second
point refers to any other instances as the commission may approve. Stateships did not
seek exemption from this legal requirement. The document continues -

The accountable officer or accountable authority of either a totally exempt public
authority or public authority making purchases authorised under section 19(2)(a)
of the Act shall approve any waiving of public tenders in writing.

There is no suggestion of any waiving of the requirement for public tenders in this case.
We are aware that the State Supply Commission has granted partial exemption to
Stateships with respect to contracts with a value of less than $50 000. However, we are
talking about a contract worth more than $500 000, and Stateships had no authority to
enter into that tender. Stateships has unlawfully entered into a contract in defiance of the
procedures under the State Supply Commission Act to ensure regularity in the process.
Therefore, the contract is invalid. That should sound alarm bells among members
opposite, because this whole matter has been done in such a slipshod way that there is
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fundamental illegality in the issue of the contract in the first place. The mad rush to
precipitate the conflict on the waterfront has been done unlawfully, and that is why I said
that Hon Eric Charlton's days as a Minister will come to an end. He has now acted
incompetently. I refer now to the public tender provisions -

Selective tenders shall only be called where the objective pre-qualification of
potential suppliers has occurred.

If an argument were put that these were selective tenders, firstly, it had not been
authorised and, secondly, no-one could possibly suggest that a company which had never
held a stevedorig contract would meet the pre-qualification of potential supplier.
Mr Bloff witch: Why not?
Wr McGINTY: I will continue and explain to the Parliament the complete limits of the
member for Geraldton's ignorance on this matter. The document continues -

the public advertising of Invitations to Register Interest (ITRI) or Expression of
Interest (EQI);

It has not been done -

and a specified termination date for the pre-qualification, after which a new ITRm
or EOI shall be publicly advertised.

It has not been done. If one adds together the breaches of the law in this State, which I
have just enumerated, through non-compliance with the requirements of the State Supply
Commission Act, it is obvious that a horrendous act has taken place. It is one of the most
blatantly unlawful acts I have seen. It is fundamentally flawed because Stateships had no
capacity to enter into that contract. Stateships did not advertise. It did not get any of the
approvals that are required under the State Supply Commission Act. That is the reason
that the Treasurer should intervene forthwith and guarantee to this House that when the
State Supply Commission completes its investigation into the circumstances surrounding
the letting of this contract, that report will be made public. Will the Treasurer give that
guarantee?
Mr Court: I said in answer to a question two days ago, and the Minister for Transport did
also, that the State Supply Commission is investigating the matter and preparing a report,
and most of that will be public, unless there is some commercial confidentiality. You
will have to ask the other companies involved whether they want their tenders made
public.
Mr McGINTY: I have no problem with that. I am talking about the Stateships' side of it
rather than the details from the companies.
Mr Court:~ Leaving aside the confidentiality aspect, I do not envisage any difficulty.

Mr McGINTY: I hope that investigation will be completed soon, because, as the
Treasurer will appreciate, the tension of the waterfront at the moment is such that the
matter cannot reasonably be sat on for a month or two.
Mr Court: That is why I asked you whether you would support industrial action taking
place if you were completely satisfied that an operator like BAAC Pty Ltd had won a
tender fairly and squarely; in other words, whether you would have a problem if there
was non-union labour on the wharf, with a contractor who had won a contract fairly and
squarely.
Mr McGINTY: If it was demonstrated that the letting of the contract had breached the
State Supply Commission Act in a significant way - I am not talking about in a small,
nitpicking way - would the Treasurer recall that tender?
Mr Court: It is hypothetical. However, if that was the case, Stateships might revert to
rolling it over on a monthly basis by giving someone a monthly contract, and that would
come in under the $50 000 threshold, so it would not need to go through that tender
process. If you are saying that would be a way of stopping a certain operator from
working on the wharf, I do not think that would be the case.
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Mr McGINTY: I am not saying that If it was established that a substantial breach of the
Act had occurred in the issue of this tender, such as Stateships not having the power to -
Mr Court: In the short term, Stateships would then have to give it to someone to do it on
a monthly basis while it went through the process again.
Mr McGINTY: Would the Treasurer cancel the contract if it was found to have been
issued improperly, and wait for court proceedings?
Mr Court:~ Let us wait and see what the report says.
Mr McGINTY: It is obvious what the report will say.
Mr Court: In the short term, Stateships would revert to giving someone a monthly
contract Patrick had a three month extension, which then went to monthly extensions,
and Stateships was quite prepared to allow it to continue doing the work on a short term
basis because, as you know, decisions have been made about what will happen at
Stateships, but Patrick said it would no longer do it on a monthly basis and would finish
on 15 May if it did not get a long term contract. If you are saying that the contract is not
acceptable in the short term, you would have to go to some of the other stevedores and
give them the opportunity to do the work on a short term basis.
Mr McGINTY: It is likely that the State Supply Commission will give the Treasurer and
the Minister for Transport a report saying either that Stateships did comply with the
requirements of the State Supply Commission Act or in a significant respect it did not. If
there was a significant omission by Stateships in the way in which it went about this
matter, would the Treasurer cancel that contract?
Mr Court: Let us wait for the report. I do not know whether Stateships has entered into a
legal contract at this stage. We have a letter of intent. In the short term, Stateships
would revert to a monthly arrangement until it had a long term contract in place. That is
one issue. I understand what you are saying on the supply side, and that is why I
appreciated the answer that you gave that if a contract was given to a company which
was competitively priced and if that company did use non-union labour as part of its
operations -

Mr McGIT1Y: That is not the issue as I see it in this debate.
Mr Court: That is important.
Mr McGIN4TY: The issues to which I have referred in outlining what I regard on the
evidence that is currently available to us as a breach of the provisions of the State Supply
Commission Act in respect of the issue of this contract are manyfold. I have said that the
calling of any tender and the issue of any contract in excess of $50 000 should be done
through the State Supply Commission unless an exemption is granted. The value of this
contract is some $2m; therefore, it should have been done through the State Supply
Commission. I have said that Stateships has been granted an exemption from having the
State Supply Commission conduct the tender process for contracts valued up to
$500 000. However, this contract is in excess of that amount, so that exemption is not
applicable to Stateships and, therefore, it did not have the authority to enter into that
contract.
Hon Eric Charlton has admitted that he did not comply with the statutory requirement
that before a valid tender is entered into, the tender be advertised, as a minimum, in an
appropriate section of a newspaper with statewide circulation. There seems to be some
confusion in what the Minister said yesterday in his performance on Radio 6PR, followed
by his amazing performance on the "7.30 Report" last night. He told the media that he
had arranged these tenders over the telephone. The Minister is now backtracking. There
is no way that a tender for $21n should be a verbal arrangement over the telephone, with a
limited number of people being contacted, in the light of what is now a clearly defined
legal requirement
Mr Kobelke inteijected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): Order! The member is interjecting when out of
his seat, and he knows that

4268



[Thursday, 25 May 1995] 26

Mr McGINTY: The other problem that appears from the public statements of the
Minister for Transport is that the tender process was conducted not by Stateships but by
the general agent appointed by Stateships. One of the fundamental principles involved in
the delegation of authority is that one cannot delegate twice. If the Act allowed for the
State Supply Commission to delegate the tendering arrangement to Stateships, there
would be no power for Stateships to then delegate that power to its general agent. That
fundamental principle is an additional reason that I say tis contract has been entered into
invalidly. That is doubly the case because Stateships did not have the authority to enter
into a contract or to negotiate a tender in the first place because that authority is vested in
the State Supply Commission because of the value of the tender.
Other provisions in the policy statements issued pursuant to section 17 of the State
Supply Commission Act are also relevant in regard to the legal requirements which apply
to government agencies which enter into tender or contractual arrangements for the
provision of services. There are specific requirements that every tenderer must be given
a fair and equal opportunity to tender. Simply to telephone thre people and invite them
to respond would not comply with the requirement that every person be given a fair and
equal opportunity to participate in the tender process, particularly when a further 27
stevedoring companies throughout the country were excluded from the process. The
document about purchasing ethics then refers to fair and equal consideration being given
to each tender. It is not clear, given the use of the telephone to elicit a response, whether
there were any tender documents that specified exactly what was expected of tenderers,
the duties, the time involved and all of things that would go to make up the contractual
arrangements. It is not clear and the question has not been answered whether there was
what everyone here would understand to be a normal tender arrangement and tender
specifications.
What we have on the public record from the Minister so far is that telephone calls were
made to elicit a response and the companies responded in writing. We have not had a
statement from the Minister that there were tender specifications that could then excite
the provisions of the State Supply Commission Act about giving fair and equal
consideration to the tenders received, measured against the tender guidelines as they were
issued. As seemingly no process was involved, there must be a serious doubt about
whether people were given a fair and reasonable opportunity to participate in the tender
process and whether their tenders were given fair and equal consideration. I am
concerned that what has occurred here is a corruption on the most enormous scale of the
processes by which Governments enter into tender arrangements, all associated with this
one contract that the Government, through Stateships, has now purported to enter into.

To put these breaches into some context that will then make the situation understandable,
I will give a thumbnail sketch of the contracts sought by Stateships since this
Government came to power in 1993. In late 1993, tenders were called by the proper
process, through the State Supply Commission - certainly not by telephone and not
without public advertising in the newspapers and the like, but in every sense in
accordance with the requirements of the State Supply Commission Act. The Treasurer
should note this because it is an important point: When Stateships sought to proceed
down the path of privatisation in late 1993 and into the early months of 1994, it was done
on the basis of the State Supply Commission's conducting the process; it was done on the
basis of an advertisement in the newspaper. .
The advertisement that appeared in the newspaper was headed "Proposal to operate part
or all of the services of the Western Australian Coastal Shipping Commission -
Stateships", and it stated -

This invitation for a proposal remains open until the close of business 31
September 1993 and submissions received after this date will be excluded.

It went on to talk about the proposals being sought in a very public and open way. That
process was designed to find out whether anyone was interested in taking over the
operations of Stateships through a privatisation arrangement. Two tenders were regarded
as being what the Government was looking for, in that they involved the taking over of a
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significant part of Stateships rather than simply a management arrngement on a
cost-plus basis. The two tenderers on that occasion given serious consideration by
Stateships were the Ocean Freeway syndicate, which indicated it would effect a saving of
$15m over seven years in comparison with the 1992-93 result; and the Buckeridge group,
which indicated in its documentation that the cost to government would be similar to the
existing Stateships operation. The Buckeridge group's tender was the more expensive of
the two. It is interesting to note that no tender was issued at that time.
In my view theme was a conspiracy to ensure that the Buckeridge group got on to the
wharf via Stateships. A number of incidents have occurred over the past 12 months that
lead one inevitably to that conclusion. A proposition that would save the Government
$15m over seven years was simply turned down. I believe the reason for that was that
Mvr Buckeridge was not the successful tenderer, therefore the Government could not
proceed to give him the tender, which is what it intended to do all along.
Mr Court: That is outrageous.

Wr McGINTY: Let me develop my argument before the Treasurer says it is outrageous.
He will find out why that is the truth. I will quote from the tender documents in relation
to the Ocean Freeway syndicate. The analysis conducted by Price Waterhouse stated -

The proposal was appealing because it provides a net result to the WA
Government. In addition to the savings from the implementation of the Price
Waterhouse Urwicc recommendations, a further $15m in savings is forecast over
seven years in comparison to the 1992-93 results.

That was the Price Waterhouse conclusion when it assessed the lowest tender. It was
described as an appealing tender because of the savings involved. In the same process,
Mr Buckeridge put in his bid and at the beginning of 1994 Price Waterhouse stated -

Cost to government similar to existing operations with the up side of producing a
profit based on achieved savings; provides a net result to Government but
achievable savings questionable with little maritime shipping experience.

They were the elements upon which Price Waterhouse criticised the Buckeridge
proposition in the first tender process; that is, the group had no experience and its savings
were questionable. However, the cost to government was the same as for the current
operation. That is why the first proposition from Ocean Freeway - and I have no brief on
its behalf - was the best proposition submitted and the Government refused to act on it
because Buckeridge was not the lowest tenderer.
The second process was commenced in September 1994 with the calling of tenders to
manage Stateships. Again, Ocean Freeway submitted the lowest -
Mr Court interjected.
M~r McGRNTY: I ask the Treasurer to stop interrupting. I am trying to lay out the case to
show that he is party to a conspiracy to break the law. Let me lay it out so that the
Treasurer has no defence in saying that the matter has not been properly laid out before
the House. In September 1994, the second tender to manage Stateships was called.
Ocean Freeway's was again the lowest tender. It guaranteed savings to the Government,
just on the stevedoring side of the operation, in excess of $500 000. The justification for
bringing in Buckeridge on that occasion is that that group's savings were about $500 000,
but in fact were something less than that. Again, for the second time, no contract was let
as a result of tender process because Buckeridge was not the lowest tenderer. They were
the first two steps in what I believe was a very unfortunate sequence of events.
The thir step was in February this year. The Fremnantle Port Authority requested Patrick
The Australian Stevedore to remove a crane from the wharf. Patrick agreed to do that
and entered into a contract with the condition that the crane be removed and not on-sold.
We have seen enough comment in the newspapers in recent times to know that the matter
is before the Supreme Court.
I will not progress further on that point, except to say that the crane is still on the wharf;
it was on-sold to Mr Buckeridge within a week of the contract being entered. Mr
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Buckeridge bought the crane for use by his company on the waterfront when he did not
have a contract to work on the waterfront. Why would someone buy a waterfront crane
and leave it on the waterfront without having a contract? Mr Buckeridge had been given
the nod that he was about to receive a contract - that is the reason he bought the crane in
February.
Mr Bloffwitch interjected.
Mr McGINTY: He did not have space on the wharf when he bought the crane.
MW Bloffwitch: He had a contract to load a ship - that is what he tendered for.
Mr McGINTY: The member should listen. Like the Treasurer, he is too keen to talk.
T'he ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McGINTY: In March this year, after Mr Buckeridge acquired the crane he entered a
lease arrangement at berths 1 and 2 at north wharf at an estimated lease price of, I think,
$150 000 a year. I am not certain of the figure because I have not been able to verify it.
The second step in the process was when Mr Buckeridge acquired a leasehold over berths
1 and 2 at north wharf. It is no great deal to acquire an interest in berths. A number of
berths at the wharf can be leased tomorrow; indeed, eight berths at the harbour can be
leased - berths 11I and 12 at north wharf and berths C to H at Victoria Quay.
There is no great significance about that other than there have been two significant
outlays by a company that does not have a stevedoring contract: First, to acquire a crane
and, second, to acquire a lease over berths I and 2 at north wharf. One might think it
strange that someone should outlay that amount of money in the mere hope of picking up
a contract Mr Buckeridge knew he would get the contract. The reason the two contracts
were not proceeded with last year, notwithstanding the very exhaustive evaluation of
tenderers, is that the intended beneficiary could not be justified -

Several members interjected.
Mr McGINTY: Mr Buckeridge then proceeded to buy the crane and acquire a leasehold
interest in the berths and, surprise, surprise, in May this year he was awarded the tender,
following an illegal tender arrangement.
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McGINTY: The reason I think it was important -

Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McGINTY: Mr Acting Speaker, will you allow these interjections while I am trying
to make an important point?
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): Order! If the member is asking for protection
from interjections, I draw his attention to the fact that one of his members is carrying on
at the moment -

Mr McGINTY: And everyone else on the other side was interjecting immediately prior
to that
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member will resume his seat.
Mr Cowan interjected.
Mr McGinty: Will you let the Deputy Premier continue to interject while you are on
your feet?
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member is doing the same thing now.
Mr McGinty: I am drawing your attention to your inconsistency.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The member does not need to do that while I am on
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my feet. I am aware of what is going on in the Chamber. I have called order many
times. Particular members on my right have been interjecting in an unacceptable way. I
ask members to come to order when I call for order.
Mr McGINTY: As a result of the interjections I will recap on the his tory of this matter.
In early .1994 the first tender to privatise Stateships was not proceeded with because Mr
Buckeridge did not offer the cheapest tender - notwithstanding the millions of dollars to
be saved.
Mr Court Can I stop you on that farst point?
Mr McGINTY: No. In September 1994 the second tender process was gone through
and, again, a contract was not issued because, again, Mr Buckeridge's tender was not the
cheapest - notwithstanding the saving identified in the Price Waterhouse report, in the
first case, and the further saving of more than $500 000 on the stevedoring operations, in
the second place. In February Mr Buckeridge acquired a crane, in dubious
circumstances - a matter the subject of proceedings in the Supreme Court. In March Mr
Buckeridge leased berths 1 and 2, and in May he received a contract in suspicious
circumstances. On the evidence currently available it was clearly a breach of the law,
considering the way in which the Government fell over itself to give the contract to Mr
Buckeridge.
This is blatant corruption of the tender process in this State. This Government is moving
to privatise a great number of government services and instrumentalities. If this is the
way the privatisation process will take place, with this corruption of the tendering
process - just as I said on radio this morning - it is as blatant as, if not worse than,
anything that occurred in the WA Inc days. WA Inc is alive and well under this
Government. We have witnessed illegalities and the Government has corrupted the
process. The Government has given its mate what he wanted after four or five attempts.
The Government has corrupted the processes, all to line the pockets of a major donor to
the Liberal Party.
Severali members interjected.
Mr McGINTY: Members should not try to divert attention to anything else. The
Treasurer is threatening the livelihood of dozens of people in Fremantle.
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McGINTY: Dozens of people in Fremantle are fighting for their livelihoods because
of the mad ideological obsession by the Treasurer to look after his mate, Len Buckeridge,
and because of his mad obsession with unionism. The Treasurer is prepared to jeopardise
the livelihoods and wellbeing of dozens of people in Fremantle who have done the right
thing by the State over the last 10 years, because there have been enormous staff
reductions and huge improvements in efficiencies on the waterfront. Why is the
Treasurer doing this? How much money did Mr Buckeridge give the Treasurer for the
Liberal Party at the last election? He gave a lot of money to the Treasurer, and the
Treasurer knows it. He is now paying back Mr Buckeridge. He is giving Mr Buckeridge
what he wants in return for his contribution to the Liberal Party at the time of the
election.
Mr Court These are outrageous allegations.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr McGINTY: The Treasurer heard me. These are the facts. The Treasurer is playing
games with the economic wellbeing of this State. He is jeopardising our export
industries, and the livelihoods of tens of thousands of people whose employment and
welfare is connected with the efficient operation of the ports in this State. He is
jeopardising the economy of Western Australia. One must ask why this is so, given the
dramatic changes that have occurred on the waterfront in recent years, where the union
has played the game. The unions have been dinkum and have effected efficiencies, and
they are now being shafted by the Treasurer.
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Last night I spoke to the union members on the ship the subject of this dispute. I spoke to
the waterside workers gathered around the ship. They see the situation in clear political
terms; they see that this is not about introducing efficiencies or economies on the
waterfront. It is a purely political exercise because we know that the Treasurer has three
great hatreds in life: He hates Canberra, Aborigines and unions. Consistently we have
seen this. What was the State's Mabo legislation if it was not a decision to dispossess
people -

Several members interjected.
Withdrawal of Remark

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That was a most distasteful comment -
Mr McGinty: It is true, and you know it. The Treasurer's old man was no different.
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr CJ. BARNETTr: It was a particularly distasteful comment. Common courtesy - let
alone the decorum of this House.- should demand that the Leader of the Opposition
withdraw and apologise.
Mr SHAVE: Although the Treasurer would not want me to raise the issue -
Mr McGinty: Then don't!
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr SHAVE: The Treasurer has Aboriginal relatives. The comment was a disgrace. The
Leader of the Opposition is not a fit person to be in this place.
Mr KOBELKE: The Leader of the Opposition made an assertion which, I think, reflects
the view of the wide cross-section of Western Australians. The fact that the comments
get under the skin of the Treasurer and members of the Government does not take away
from the fact that the statement by the Leader of the Opposition is true. The language
used was not unparliamentary. The fact that members opposite are feeling the heat and
have very thin skins should not cause you, Mr Acting Speaker, to rule the statement by
the Leader of the Opposition out of order.
Mr COWAN: Mr Acting Speaker, I am sure you do not need my advice, but I will offer
it all the same. Both members who have spoken on that side of the House should read
Standing Orders Nos 131 and 132. They will understand, after they have read them, that
words that are offensive to a member should be withdrawn. I am sure the words would
be distasteful to not only the Treasurer, but also any member of this place.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Johnson): The remark that the Leader of the Opposition
made alleging that the Treasurer hated Aborigines is unparliamentary and does
contravene Standing Orders Nos 131 and 132, and I ask the Leader of the Opposition to
withdraw that statement.
Mr McGINTY: I withdraw.

Debate Resumed
Mr McGINTY: The track record of this Treasurer and the Liberal Party over the past 20
years in this State is not a proud one. The Mabo legislation which was held to be racist
by the High Court will be a permanent stain on this Treasurer's rule. He Will go down in
history as the Treasurer who introduced racist law into this State; it was struck down by
the High Court because it was racist. What did his father, Sir Charles Court do?
Noonkanbah is still vividly implanted in the memories of the people of Western
Australia. This Treasurer's constant course of action centres around three components:
The first is in relation to unions. His top priority in his first year in government was to
destroy the arbitration system. We now see a continuation of this for no apparent benefit
to the waterfront in Fremantle. The second is the Treasurer's continual diatribe on
Canberra. In the light of your ruling, Mr Acting Speaker, I have withdrawn the specific
words that I used on the third matter. However, there is no doubt whatever that the prime
motivation of the Treasurer is to attack those three interest groups. It is fundamental to
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his philosophy and political approach to target those three groups and to rub their noses
in the dirt. That is what is happening to one of those groups on the Fremantle waterfront.
I have made this point in other areas in recent times: This Government is becoming
increasingly untrustworthy. We all know in respect of the school cleaners -
notwithstanding what the Treasurer said in this House and what Hon Norman Moore
said - that the decision was made that the school cleaners will lose their jobs and their
positions will be contracted out. A little over 12 Months ago the agreement that was
entered into in writing was that if those workers shed 1 100 jobs and increased
productivity by 30 per cent, they would kept in the Government's employ. The school
cleaners met their half of the bargain; 1 100 jobs went and a 30 per cent productivity
increase was attained. The Minister for Education has admitted that, yet the jobs will still
go. There is an untrustworthiness creeping into every element of this Government's
activities.
Although what has happened on the waterfront over the past decade can be put into the
category of a general understanding, the unions and the work force have contributed to
the massive staff reductions and the enormous turnaround improvements which have
been heralded by people on both sides of this House. The model of the Port of Fremantle
has been to the fore in achieving those changes. We now see the bald political
opportunism and ideological imperatives of the Government going flat out in order to
crush the unions at the Port of Fremantle for no apparent benefit to anyone. The
Treasurer normally tries to pass the buck to someone else, but he and no-one else is
responsible for the cost to the State of tens of millions of dollars that his illegal actions
are precipitating in the Port of Fremantle. Those actions are not isolated.
The Government is taking on the nurses. The Minister for Health made them an offer,
which has been rejected. The nurses do not have a high opinion of this Government.
They are bitterly disappointed with the way in which they are being treated. The
Government, through Hon Norman Moore, has created a fiasco in the teaching service.
This Government relies on engendering division, confrontation and hatred. That is what
the Treasurer is doing in the Port of Fremantle, in the schools and to his Government's
own work force, whom members opposite despise.
The Treasurer stands to be judged on his actions. How will the Treasurer blame someone
else for this? That is what the Treasurer normally does. He looks around for someone to
blame for his own shortcomings and misdeeds. The irregularity in the Stateships'
contract requires the strong intervention of a leader to set this matter straight. It is not
good enough to let it meander on knowing full well the economic and social
consequences of the course of action upon which this Treasurer has embarked. I call on
the Treasurer to cancel the BAAC Pty Ltd contract with the Port of Fremantle
immediately, because it was illegally issued without authority, and in many significant
respects it is in breach of the law of this State. I also call upon the Treasurer to act as a
leader, to bring people together, and to talk about issues to resolve common differences
in a constructive way rather than going down the destructive path which will see
Australian pitted against Australian, and economic interest pitted against economic
interest; but maybe after all that is what this Treasurer wants.
MR OSBORNE (Bunbury) [11.46 am]: Listening to the Leader of the Opposition talk
about donations brings me to a donation I have just extracted from the member for
Murray. The member thinks it is a wager, but I regard it as donation. The South West
Football League is playing the Peel Football League in Mandurah on 28 June, and the
member for Murray's heart is leading his head at the moment. If members want to
approach the member for Murray, I am sure they will also be able to extract financial
considerations from him.
I will inform the House on a couple of problems that are emerging in the electorate of
Bunbury, and the south west region generally, as a result of the strong growth which is
occurring in that area of Western Australia. It is sometimes difficult to talk about
problems, but it would be more difficult to talk about problems which come about as a
result of a decline or stagnation in the economy; in a sense, it is a pleasure to talk about
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problems which come about as a result of growth. They are problems nonetheless and I
draw them to the attention of the Government as things it must take into account in future
years in Bunbury.
The first problem is the transport infrastructure around Bunbury and into the Port of
Bunbury. The rapid growth in projects on the south coast - for instance, the Beenup
mineral sands project will lead to a dramatic increase in the number of truck movements
into Bunbury port There are projections of something like 90 000 truck movements a
year into Bunbury port when those mineral sands projects are up and running. That will
place an enormous amount of pressure on the Robertson Drive-Bussell Highway
transport systems. Two major roadworks will be necessary in the near future to deal with
those large numbers of truck movements. On 20 April the Treasurer announced that over
the next 10 years $Ib would be spent on additional road funding for Western Australia.
This money comes from the 40 per litre fuel levy increase which was recently struck.
The Government was not entirely pleased to have to introduce that levy, but in the
interests of attending to major infrastructure needs in this State it felt compelled to levy
it. At the time the levy was supported by organisations such as the Royal Automobile
Club and local government authorities such as the Western Australian Municipal
Association, on the condition that all the money raised by the levy would go into
additional works on roads. The Government was content to give that assurance, because
that alone was the reason for the introduction of the fuel levy increase. Members are
fully aware of the situation. With about 10 per cent of the countiy's population, 13 per
cent of its vehicle registrations and 25 per cent of its export income, Western Australia
still receives only about 10 per cent of total road funding from the Federal Government.
We are faced with a crisis in road funding in Western Australia, and this Government has
made the tough decision to do something about it.
This additional road funding program which the Treasurer announced on 20 April will
accelerate about 43 major projects in Western Australia, one of which is the Perth-
Bunbury Highway, which includes the Bunbury outer ring road. That road has been
planned since the 1970s. It is a major roadwork outside Bunbury, designed to take heavy
haulage transport around the city. An additional $21m will be spent on the Perth-
Bunbury Highway in the next 10 years.
There has been some community reaction to the announcement that the Bunbury outer
ring road will finally be constructed. Residents of Gelorup, to the south of Bunbury,
have raised concerns that the Bunbury outer ring road will have a negative effect on their
lifestyle. They are concerned that the road will have an environmental impact on flora
and fauna, will increase the amount of dust and traffic noise and decrease the safety for
children on the roads. They fear it will pollute ground water in the area and will result in
a loss of property values for people in the Gelorup area. A number of people from a
group called the Friends of the Gelorup Corridor got in touch with me, as have
independent people, to talk about their concerns about what the Bunbury outer ring road
will do to the Gelorup area. I acknowledge the community concern, but the Government
must nonetheless proceed with the project, but with care. My reason for urging the
Government to take account of the concerns that have been expressed, but to proceed, is
primarily my interest in my electorate of Bunbury. If that Bunbury outer ring road is not
constructed by the Government, all of the heavy haulage traf~fic - 90 000 truck
movements a year - will continue to go through the city of Bunbury. That is a major
concern for the residents of Bunbury.
I am not convinced of the fairness of the claims of the people of Gelorup. The Bunbury
outer ring road was identified in the early 1970s. Since then, no matter what planning
document has been prepared - whether the Bunbury regional plan or the Bunbury-
Wellington regional plan - the original alignment for the Bunbury outer ring road has
always been shown. In the 1980s the Main Roads Department started acquiring land for
the alignment of the road. At that time many of the lots near the highway were set at a
minimum of 2 hectares to minimise the impact. All of these signals were saying to the
residents of Gelorup that the road was planned and the Government intended to go on
with it. Arguments that property values will be affected have another side to them.
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Those who bought property in the Gelorup area did so knowing that the outer ring road
would go through and that the property values would be affected to that extent. People in
other places would have paid commensurately higher prices knowing that the ring road
would not be anywhere near their property. If the Government were to change the
alignment now, it would deliver a windfall benefit to those near the original alignment
and create an unexpected and unfair disbenefit to people somewhere else. I am also not
persuaded by the argument that tourists will avoid the area if the outer ring road goes
ahead. Tourists make up their mind where they are going at the beginning of their trip,
and not much will divert them from that plan. Even the seductions of the fair city of
Bunbury will not be enough for those tourists travelling to Margaret River to change their
mind in the middle of a journey and go into the city of Bunbury.
Mr Board. Hungry Jacks is a seduction. My kids find it so.
Mr OSBORNE: That is a new one on me! For those reasons the Government must take
account of the concerns that have been raised about the outer ring road. It is most
important that the project proceed and that the Government stick to its announcement that
the extra $21m will go into the project.
Another part of this access to the Bunbury port takes in the Glen Iris access corridor. If
members visualise the Bunbury outer ring road as the rim of a wheel, the Glen Iris access
corridor is a spoke going into the Bunbury port at the hub. We have some concerns about
the work that will be necessary in the near future to get the Glen Iris access corridor in
place. The South West Development Commission is working on a southern province
transport strategy. The Bunbury Port Authority is talking to the South West
Development Commission about that and alerting it to its concern that the Glen Iris
access corridor should be built as quickly as possible.
The corridor is currently used by Westrail which can increase its traffic on the line by
about 50 per cent. If there are expansions at the Alcoa plant and at Worsley, the extra
50 per cent capacity will be needed. There is also design allowance for the introduction
of another line down that corridor. We can easily satisfy the demand in the future for the
expansion using rail. However, in that Glen Iris access corridor we need to get some
roadworks done as quickly as possible so that those truck movements to which I have
referred do not continue to go through the city of Bunbury via the Bussell Highway and
Robertson Drive.
At the moment the principal concern of the Bunbury Port Authority is how the access
corridor is to be funded. It accepts that transport organisations, transport providers and
the Bunbury Port Authority get revenue from their customers; however, the port authority
does not think it appropriate that the total bill for the Glen Iris access should come out of
its funds. When the transport strategy is completed - a draft strategy will come out some
time in June - I will talk to the Government on behalf of the people of Bunbury to see
whether some funding can be found for that Glen Iris access corridor.
The Deputy Prime Minister, Brian Howe, produced a news release after the federal
Budget entitled "New boost for Better Cities". The Better Cities program is designed to
help places like Bunbury and to develop infrastructure. The expansion in funding of
$247m in the federal Budget includes a specific provision for investment in major
economic gateways; that is, ports and airports and the areas around them. I thought, from
reading the media release, the Better Cities program could be a source of funds for the
Glen Iris corridor. The South West Development Commission has been outstanding in
its success in accessing funds from that program in the past. If it were an open field, I am
sure it would have every chance of getting money from the Better Cities program.
Asterisks are placed besides the large monetary figures - for example, $247m or $200m, -
mentioned in the media release. Two asterisks are placed beside the figure of $200m to
be provided for major economic gateways. The fine print at the bottom of the release
shows that the two asterisks indicate that $ lO~m of this amount will be allocated over the
next three years through Better Cities for investment in key rail-based urban corridors in
Queensland. Immediately $1l00m has gone out of that $200m allocation. If the amount
is spent over four years, on a pro rata basis, Western Australia might expect to get about
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$10m of that remaining $100~m. Over four years that is about $2.5m a year. The
possibility of getting money out of Better Cities diminishes as we start to break down the
amount that is available. However, we will continue to pursue that as an option in the
hope that there may be some money from the Federal Government for that project.
Another problem in addition to the transport infrastructure is the pressure that these
developments and the growth in the south west is placing on the environment and the
lifestyle of those in the city of Bunbury. With increased numbers of visitors, increased
population and increased usage of recreational facilities we must do some careful
thinking and make determined commitments now to ensure that recreational and
environmental aspects of life in Bunbury are protected. I have recently spoken to the
Government about some work in areas such as the Leschenault conservation peninsula,
the West Withers Tuarts in the south of Bunbury and the Back Beach area. I am also
concerned that the Government take account of the work I think is necessary in the
Leschenault Inlet in Bunbury. It is a major recreational resource for the city of Bunbury.
It is an outstanding aspect of the city and is under increased pressure which will not go
away. I am very keen on the idea put to me by the Bunbury Rowing Club and the South
West Chung Wah Association that we create a masters' rowing course in the lower
Leschenault Wnet and do some work on the Queens Gardens area to improve that even
more, and possibly facilitate the construction of a sister city project on the shores of the
inlet which will double as a paddling centre for the people who pursue the sport of
dragon boating.
The member for Mitchell has just come into the Chamber, and I know he shares my
concerns about a discount department store proposal that the Bunbury City Council has
been considering and the impact that will have on the Leschenault Inlet. That inlet is a
unique aspect of the landscape in Bunbury. I am concerned that the Bunbury City
Council is trading away that unique aspect of our environment in return for other less
certain benefits. I have suggested to the Bunbury City Council that it consider the
proposal very carefully and, if possible, reconsider it so that the city's relationship and
integration with the Leschenault Inlet is protected.
Mr D.L. Smith inteijected.
Mr OSBORNE: I am not convinced from a retail point of view that silos are the best
option. Every time someone mentions silos I start to shake. I will not get involved in
any discussion about silos at the moment.
Mr Bloffwitch: I know what I would like to do with the Geraldton ones.
Mr OSBORNE: If it is at all possible, I do not want to be drawn into talking about the
Bunbury silos. I want to talkc about the Leschenault Inlet and the possibility of a paddling
or masters' rowing course being constructed there. That could result in further
development of the sport of dragon boating in Bunbury. I have been associated with
dragon boating in Bunbury, both as a competitor and more lately as a contented spectator,
since the 1980s. It has taken off in that city. Bunbury probably has the strongest
contingent of dragon boating in Australia. It is visually a very exciting sport and very
demanding. It provides a great sporting contest and has done an enormous amount for
tourism in the city and for involvement in community projects. Every time a dragon boat
carnival is held, mineral sands companies such as Worsley Alumina Pty Ltd or
Westralian Sands Ltd provide teams. Both the member for Mitchell and I put in a team
as does the Mayor of Bunbury. We make donkeys of ourselves on the water, but we have
a fantastic time. Government departments also put in teams. An article in the latest

Hoewes pulcton 1oeront - it shows a photograph of the Minister snipping a
ribbon, but my interest is on the other page - refers to Mark Kusin and Julie Rowe from
the Bunbury office of Homeswest who are involved in dragon boating. That involvement
encourages cohesion within a department or company and helps the integration of those
organisations within the community. It has provided a tremendous aspect of Austr-alia's
multiculturalism. In Bunbury we have a multicultural society as well as a very strong,
successful and highly regarded Italian community, who are strong competitors and very
heavily involved in dragon boating. New Zealanders are also involved. So there we are
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in Bunbury, in Australia, paddling dragon boats, which is an ancient Chinese sport. That
says much about the variety of Australian society today. The City of Bunbury
international team left for Penang today; the manager is Tony Piparo, the women's
captain is Lucia Frangiosa and the men's captain is Mike Gianotti. That is an indication
that Italians are very strongly involved in dragon boating in Bunbury.
Mr Lewis: There was certainly an Asian influence!
Mr OSBORNE: They are not Asians at all, but they are fantastic paddlers and very
committed to the sport. I have mentioned the dragon boating sport because today 100
paddlers from the City of Bunbury have left for thie international dragon boat festival in
Penang. It is an outstanding achievement for a city the size of Bunbury to send that many
paddlers to such a festival. They are representing not only Bumbury but also Western
Australia and Australia. They have had success in the past, winning international events
and bringing back trophies to Bunbury. I am very fortunate to be joining those paddlers
this weekend. My purpose is twofold: First, for several years the International Dragon
Boat Association has been talking about the creation of an Indian Ocean dragon boat
circuit. We stand a good chance in Bunbury of securing one of the legs of that circuit. I
will be talking to representatives of the State of Penang and making representations on
behalf of this State.
Mr D.L. Smith: Will the Treasurer be talking about some financial support?
Mr OSBORNE: I have had some brief discussions with the Deputy Premier. We are
looking for an Indian Ocean dragon boat circuit to be created and for one of the legs to be
at Bunbury. Other legs would be Penang, Singapore, Hong Kong as well as cities in
Sarawak, Brunei and Indonesia. If that happened, between 10 and 20 international teams
would come to Bunbury every year. Each boat has 18 to 20 paddlers who could have at
least one companion, perhaps more. We are talking about the possibility of 4 000 people
multiplied by two days average stay, by $150 a day average spending. An event such as
that in Bunbury every year could mean the generation of up to $1 .5m for the city
annually. If that international event gets off the ground and Bunbury becomes a leg of
the circuit, the economic benefits, not to mention the sporting and cultural benefits, will
be enormous.
The Deputy Premier recently gave us a briefing on the Look West strategy launched in
August last year by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Evans, and the inister for
Trade, Senator McMullan, which will' be followed in Perth from 11 to 13 June by an
International Forum on Indian Ocean Relations. I urge all members of Parliament to
think about. and possibly get involved in, that process. It is very important to Western
Australia and to Australia. Most nations these days are organising themselves into
regional arrangements. Australia has been the leader of that in the north east Asian and
Pacific sphere. Until now a regional arrangement has not emerged in the Indian Ocean,
for a variety of reasons. South Africa has been internationally isolated, India has been
preoccupied with border issues with Pakistan and China, and Australia has been
preoccupied more with the Pacific and north east Asian region. The Foreign Minister
and the Western Australian Government are now keen to foster a regional arrangement in
the Indian Ocean. A meeting has been held in Mauritius, but the IFIOR seminar to be
held in Perth in June will bring 28 Indian Ocean nations together to talk about a possible
Indian Ocean regional arrangement which will have strategic trade and tourism benefits
for Western Australia.
I believe that the sport of dragon boating and the City of Bunbury have a part to play in
this for the mutual benefit of the International Forum on Indian Ocean Relations, the
Indian Ocean strategy. I had a very brief discussion with the Deputy Premier in which I
put this proposition to him: Dragon boating out of Bunbury could do something to help
the IFIOR process and might there be some dollars at the end of it? He groaned. I do not
know whether it was a groan of agreement or a groan of pain. I suppose a groan is a
groan. Often when trade and legal arrangements are entered into they are preceded by
sporting and cultural links. The City of Bunbury dragon boat paddlers have been into
South East Asia for the past three years. They have passed themselves off magnificently
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as ambassadors for their sport, for their city and for Western Australia. A sport such as
dragon boating and the links that have been built up through the South West Chung Wah
Association could really assist the State Government in its involvement in the Look West
strategy.
To conclude, I reiterate that the Bunbury area of the south west is experiencing growth
problems. They are nice problems to have but, nonetheless, they must be taken seriously.
The Bunbury outer ring road is a very necessary transport infrastructure, and I am
pleased that it will be attended to as part of the additional road funding program. I will
be approaching the Government at some time in the second half of this year to present the
case for the development of the Glen Iris access corridor. The other problem in Bunbury
is the pressure on our natural environment and recreational facilities as a result of growth.
I will speak to the Government in the years ahead to see whether we can protect the
unique aspects of lifestyle in Bunbury and assist the people and the City of Bunbury in
the provision of regional recreational lifestyle facilities.
DR EDWARDS (Maylands) [12.13 pm]: Thie member for Bunbury spoke about some
nice problems that he had. I will take the opportunity to talk about a couple of nasty
problems that affect the environment. The first is the transport of sodium cyanide, which
was a decision made recently by this Government under section 46 of the Environmental
Protection Act. In the bulletin released by the Environmental Protection Authority which
gave its reasons for allowing this decision to be made, one of the issues it goes into in
quite some detail is the emergency response to a spill from such a truck. The bulletin
states that the operating agent of Australian Gold Reagents is CSBP and Wesfarmers Ltd
and that if a spill occurred, CSBP would respond. The EPA bulletin goes into* some
detail about CSBP having a fully equipped emergency vehicle and a well trained staff. It
also goes through the procedures, pointing out that truck drivers are trained in the event
of a spill to secure an area and to await back-up personnel, including the CSBP
emergency response team. A commitment is given that this emergency response team
would be on the road from Kwinana within half an hour of receiving a report. The
bulletin states that if an incident occurred at the City of Armadale they would arrive
within an hour. The bulletin further describes how this process has been audited by the
Department of Minerals and Energy and mentions the various methods of accreditation
companies have received in those areas.
I am concerned about an incident two weeks Ago in which I believe this emergency
response effort broke down. I have been informed that two weeks ago a crane fell over at
the CSBP site at Kwinana necessitating the CSBP emergency response team to attend. I
understand that when the team was called its vehicles had flat batteries and could not be
mobilised. Finally one vehicle was mobilised, there has been some debate about whether
it was push started. One employee was injured and will be off work for a period greater
than 10 days. Subsequently this incident has come to the attention of Department of
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare. This is a grave situation. On the one hand, we
have had the Minister for the Environment and the Environmental Protection Authority
saying that we can have this change in the transport of cyanide on the basis of the very
good emergency response system which has been assessed by the Department of
Minerals and Energy and accredited, yet we have this incident two weeks ago in which,
when a crane fell over on CSBP's own site and it needed to call out its emergency
response team, the engines of the vehicles could not be started because they had flat
batteries. I question the wisdom of the Minister for the Environment saying that we can
allow the transport of sodium cyanide in trucks around our city, particularly in light of
this incident.
A question about this incident has been asked of the Minister for Labour Relations. I
urge him to follow it up. I gather the incident was not reported to the Departmnent of
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare until the worker had been off work for a certain
period and the incident had to be reported under the provisions of the Workers'
Compensation and Rehabilitation Act. It is a signal that dangerous problems may exist
and that we may be letting ourselves in for more than we realise.
Added to those concerns are other aspects that impact upon the environment that have
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been reported to me concerning the same company. A number of those incidents were
the subject of questions in Parliatment. I have been told that on a number of occasions an
emergency generator that extracts exhausts from the sodium cyanide plant has failed.
When that generator fails emissions containing hydrogen cyanide continue to be
produced, but are not removed. That is an extremely serious situation. I am waiting for
more information from the Ministers involved on how it is being addressed. At this site
we have also had episodes of sulphur igniting. Recently sulphur under a car causing
smouldering. I have been informed of spills of up to 30 000 litres of phosphoric acid, and
spills of other substances such as wax.
Mr Bradshaw: Is the company using the same trucks for cyanide as it is for phosphoric
acid?
Dr EDWARDS: No, phosphoric acid was spilt on the site. Incidents which lead to
episodes of environmental damage very often go hand in band with jeopardising
occupational health and safety. I hope that the relevant departments follow up all these
incidents. They have been drawn to the attention of the authorities. I hope they have the
situation well and truly sorted out at Kwinana so that we know that when cyanide is
transported, sufficient emergency -response is available and the environment is being
protected. I am afraid that with the recent section 46 decision that cyanide can be
transported on our city roads we are seeing a weakening of the Environmental Protection
Act.
A second environmental issue is the Port Kennedy development, which I assume will get
off the ground shortly. I will refer to a statement by the Minister for the Environment in
the other Chamber on 2 May this year, but first I say a few words about Port Kennedy
land conservation district committee. The Port Kennedy LCDC was established in 1990.
The area it has been working on was a disused rubbish tip. When it first started, that area
was extremely degraded. Over the five years since then it has done a lot of conservation
work and tree planting; to a large extent it has the feral animals under control; and it has
made efforts in fire control. In fact, there is now international heritage recognition of
part of that area. That is attributed in part to the work of the Port Kennedy LCDC.
Mr Lewis: That is drawing a pretty long bow.
Dr EDWARDS: I will talk further about that, and the member for Applecross will see
that it is not as long as he thinks. No doubt exists that parts of that area have extreme
environmental significance; for instance, we have what is probably the youngest wetland
in the world at Long Point. It was with considerable interest that I read in the newspaper
and heard about the LCDC trapping a woylie at this site on 13 March this year. About 10
days later a second woylie was seen at this site also.
Mr Lewis: Was it seen or trapped?
Dr EDWARDS: Maybe it was trapped; but certainly three or four have been found at the
site.
Mr Lewis: Do you know they have all been the same woylie?
Dr EDWARDS: I do not think we can say that. I will get to that in a minute.
Mr Lewis: They think it is the same woylie.
Dr EDWARDS: It is not. I have read the consultant's report and at least two different
woylies were found.
Mr Lewis: They brought it in from Dryandra.
Dr Watson: Are you happy for that to be in Hansard?
Mr Lewis: Yes, I am.
Dr EDWARDS: I will stop for a minute so that is reported, because that is an interesting
allegation to make given that an inquiry is going on at the moment.
Mr Tubby: Didn't they find a dead one?
Dr EDWARDS: A dead one was found in a trap.
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MW Lewis: It died of fright waiting to be put in the trap.
Dr EDWARDS: I will wait for that to be reported by Hansard as well! At the end of
March reports were made of woylies being trapped in the Port Kennedy area. At the
same time, reports emerged of doubts being thrown on that capture. On 1 April this year
the Department of Conservation and Land Management started a trapping program for
two weeks on behalf of the national woyhie recovery team. Woylies are small ratlike
animals which are on the rare and endangered species list. They were much more
prevalent in this State, but with settlement and feral animals, they have been wiped out.
That is obviously why they are on the endangered list.
In the first two weeks of April trapping was carried out at the Port Kennedy site by a
consultant, Cathy Lambert There was interest locally and subsequently on 22 April the
local newspaper reported that although an extensive trapping survey had been carried out
in the previous two weeks, no woylies had been sighted. I found that somewhat amusing
because I had close contact with the group and had been shown a photograph of the
consultant holding a woylie. It was then no surprise that a week later the newspaper ran a
correction saying that the article had been wrong and that as soon as Parliament resumed
early in May the Minister would use Parliament to make a statement; subsequently that
happened.
On 2 or 3 May the Minister for the Environment in the other Chamber made a ministerial
statement about what had gone on. He tabled three documents: The report by the
consultant, Cathy Lambert, and two internal CALM working documents which were
memos from Dr Start, a CALM research scientist involved with the woylie recovery
team, to Mr McNamara, the head of this division of CALM. The problem I have with the
Minister's statement is that there seem to be liberal jumps from what is in the
consultant's report to what the Minister ends up saying; and interpretations seem to be
made that go beyond the evidence in the consultant's report.
Mr Lewis: You know that when consultants make a report, they are usually conservative,
and there are other things that are understood that a conservative person would not put in
the report.
Dr EDWARDS: I understand that entirely, but the consultant makes scientific
statements; she makes statements in facts and figures and compares years of trapping.
From that we would have to say that the situation has improved. The consultant thanks
the LCDC for its assistance. She names and thanks individuals involved in the LCDC
and talks about the excellent efforts they have made in fire control. This fits in with the
fact that the site where the woylie was discovered initially had not been burnt for many
years. The consultant reports also on the excellent work done by the LCDC with feral
animal control. Her comment is along the lines that the area looked as though it could be
a habitat where woylies would be found. However, CALM people have made statements
that appear to fly in the face of what Ms Lanmbert said. I am not making any
interpretation on this. I hope the CALM scientists base their comments on other
evidence that for some reason they do not feel obliged to have tabled with everything
else.
Mr Lewis: They used 100 traps over a fortnight: 25 disappeared and others were
interfered with, and they caught the same woylie three times.
Dr EDWARDS: That is the allegation. It is good to see that the member for Applecross
has read the ministerial statement made by his colleague in the other place. That is
commendable. However, the consultant in her report makes comments such as -

There was some trap disturbance, particularly along trap-line V, involving traps
being tipped over and moved a few feet from the positions they were set in.
There was no indication as to what animal may have caused the disturbance.

It must be pointed out that at the beginning of the national woylie recovery team's
trapping, conservation groups and the Conservation Council of Western Australia raised
with CALM the possibility that traps could be disturbed, because the LCDC's traps had
been disturbed in the past, and it made other suggestions about procedures it felt were

4281



4282 [ASSEMBLY]

needed to improve the trapping program. Unfortunately, those suggestions were not
taken up. I am in no way criticising the consultant: She has done a great job, but it is my
impression that she has done that with less than optimal conditions for this sort of
trapping program, and that that may be why some of these events have occurred.
Ar Lewis: Do you know that the media were told the night before that they had better go
there at?7 o'clock the next morning because they might find a woylie?
Dr EDWARDS: I hope those sorts of matters will come out in the investigation. I have
heard all these allegations.
Mr Lewis: They said, "We just might find one.' They had not seen one there for 20
years.
Dr EDWARDS: That shows how objective the Minister is. This is why I am raising the
matter.
Mr& Lewis: They say they found the same one three other times; they released it every
time and caught it again the next.
Dr EDWARDS: T1hey did not flnd.the same one. The member for Applecross obviously
has not read the consultant's report. There was more than one body. The member for
Applecross is obviously talking about some sort of transmutation; that the same one is
found each time but it is transmuting itself into a number of different bodies which can be
physically counted. I hope to God that the member does not do it! I would hate to see
more than one member for Applecross in the form of this Minister sitting there. God
help me if I had double vision, but if there were actually two or three of them, what
would the House come to? T7he Minister's faith in such manifestations is heartening.
I raise this issue because, on the one hand, the Minister has said that something illegal
has happened. He has made allegations about unnamed individuals, but it is clear to
whom those allegations are directed. On the other hand, those same groups say that they
have a good record of trapping in the area and an extremely good record of what they
have done to help in the area. For instance, the LCDC in 1992 won a Greening Australia
(WA) Inc award. Greening Australia is certainly not the most radical environmental
group I have come across; in fact, it is very conservative. However, in 1992 it awarded
the Port Kennedy LCDC the community group award. In 1994 individuals from this
LCDC were nominated for the individual endeavour award and the bushland
conservation award. They got special mention in one of those categories. This group of
people have for five years been extremely committed to working to improve this area. It
has received excellent recognition from impartial, independent groups that do rigorous
assessments before the awards are given.
I have raised this matter because, on the one hand, allegations have been made by people
like the Minister and, on the other hand -

Mr Lewis: Who were the allegations made against?
Dr EDWARDS: The Minister made them. He can name them.
Mr Lewis: Who were they made against?
Dr EDWARDS: In the Minister's statement they are made against the LCDC.
Mr Lewis: That is not true.
Dr EDWARDS: Well, the Minister should tell me.
Mr Lewis: I don't know. However, you must admit that one has to be very sceptical
about what has gone on down there and about some of the statements that have been
made.
Dr EDWARDS: That is the point I am making. On the one hand we have the statements
that people are sceptical about, and on the other hand, the individuals about whom the
statements are being made must be people connected to the LCDC.
Mr Lewis: Not necessarily, and the Minister for the Environment has never said that.
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Dr EDWARDS: Okay, let us try people connected with the Conservation Council. The
Minister criticised in detail individuals involved in that organisation.
Mr Lewis: He did not say that either.
Dr EDWARDS: He criticised them in his statement on the environment At the moment
CALM is doing some limited investigation of what went on.
Mr Lewis: Can I ask you a question?
Dr EDWARDS: No. My call is for an independent investigation of what happened. It
should be independent because the Conservation Council and people concerned with the
LCDC raised concerns at the beginning of this trapping program with CALM. Those
concerns were not followed through by CALM and the very things that these people
predicted would happen came to pass.
Mr Lewis: Are you saying that the Government should not accept the advice of the
scientists who work for CALM and that it should accept the advice of amateurs?
Dr EDWARDS: We are not talking about science.
Mr Lewis: Yes, we are.
Dr EDWARDS: No, we are not.
Mr Lewis: Scientists did that study.
Dr EDWARDS: The Minister has said nothing about scientists. He has been alleging
that someone put woylies in that area that came from a different area. He has not
supported those allegations with evidence. On the other hand, we have evidence of
groups telling CALM that it set up its trapping program in a way that is deficient and if it
wanted to protect it, it should introduce safeguards. Unfortunately, those warnings were
not heeded and a small number of traps were disturbed and a dead woylie was found in a
trap. I suggest that an independent inquiry should be held into this matter to sort it out
The inquiry should not be conducted by CALM because there will not be confidence in
the findings of that inquiry, given the events that occurred at the beginning.
Unfortunately this episode has occurred in a wider context of controversy in the Port
Kennedy area. It seems to have arisen since the Minister announced approval for the
project finally on 19 April this year. I say "finally" because in April last year we were
told that the company's plans would be submitted for the Port Kennedy development
within the next fortnight. However, on 2 July The West Australian reported that the
company had been granted an extension of three months by the Minister. On 3 October
1994, The West Australian again reported that the company had been granted a further
three months extension by the Minister. Finally, a report in the Sunday Times on
Christmas day indicated that the Minister had finally received the plan. Two days later,
on 27 December, it was reported that the Minister was close to making a decision, yet the
decision was not made until April 1995. Previously, the Minister, the member for
Applecross, said about this development that the Government should put a caveat of
performance on the project. He also said that the Government should not let the paper
shufflers bail out and take a huge profit and that the Government should bring back some
accountability to the Port Kennedy deal. I ask the Minister to do that. We support what
he did on I11 April when he brought into this Chamber amendments to the Port Kennedy
agreement Act to make it tighter and more accountable. However, we believe he should
do more in that area to protect the environment. In particular, he should be doing more to
protect the wetlands which will be bulldozed shortly to make away for roads, and he
should not accept some of the criticism being made about people who care about this area
such as was demonstrated earlier today. As time has gone by, the Opposition's concerns
about this development have increased. We know that the Minister has his own
concerns. We are asking him to act now on those concerns in the way he spelt out when
he was in opposition. When the Minister was in opposition he was effective in teasing
out the concerns for this area. I hope he follows it through now that he is in a responsible
position and is the Minister in charge of approvals for this development.
I wish to move to another area of concern that is linked with the environment - the
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funding of community-based conservation groups. The Government gives around
$250 000 a year to community-based conservation groups to carry out their work. The
former Minister, the member for Greenough, announced in January 1994 grants for that
financial year. That was good; all of the groups were extremely happy. However, the
community-based conservation groups have not received their money for this financial
year which ends in five weeks. The situation is serious. This Government was elected
on the platform that it would be open and accountable and that it would provide good
management. However, it is now starving these groups by not giving them the funds that
they were told by letter some weeks ago they would get. I have spoken to a number of
the groups about this -

Mr Bloffwitch: Is it for the next financial year?
Dr EDWARDS: No, it is for this financial year. The 1994-95 financial year
conservation grants have not arrived and it is one month to the end of the financial year.
When the Opposition was in government, it provided those grants around October or
November. They copped getting the grants last January - 1994 - because there had been
changes and they accepted that. However, starving them now is causing difficulty for a
number of groups. They know they will get the grants. Fortunately, most of them
receive money from other sources. However, they are finding that they now have to
skate on thin ice until the cheque arrives from the Government. I urge the Minister for
the Environment to get his department to hurry and send the money because the projects
need it. The projects include those run by Greening Australia. I am sure that country
members, in particular, will be aware of the work done by that organisation. Money is
also being provided to Bayswater Greenworks to restore native flora in the Kiara
wetland. Other groups are involved in restoring whitegums in the lowlands, the Broome
bird observatory, and bush regeneration. If the funding is not provided quickly, the
projects will not begin at the best time for the best return.
A government member: They are seasonal.
Dr EDWARDS: Yes, that is right. The other reason for concern is the message it sends.
The feedback I am getting is that many of the groups feel disheartened. They wonder
why they are being discredited by being made to wait. They feel embarrassed about
contacting the Minister to ask him when they will get their grants and embarrassed
further by knowing that the grants have been approved but not knowing when the cheque
will arrive. Small business would not be expected to hang on like that. Everyone would
be screaming if the Government did this to small business. However, because these are
community conservation grants, no-one is taking much notice. I urge the Government to
sign the cheques and to put them in the post. In future when it says that the cheque is in
the mail I hope it will mean it literally.
MR BOARD (Jandakot) [12.40 pm]: In my contribution to this debate I will refer to the
Minister for Planning's response to the report of the Select Committee on Metropolitan
Development and Groundwater Supplies. The report, which included the committee's
recommendations, was tabled in the Parliament late last year. The committee requested
the Minister to report the Government's response to its recommendations to the
Parliament.
The committee was charged with the responsibility of identifying the importance of
ground water, determining how much ground water is used in the public water supply
system; recognising, in statutory terms, the importance of the ground water, adopting a
whole of government approach to what is a complex and difficult issue for the competing
forces of land use and the public water supply system, of which ground water accounts
for 40 per cent; and bringing forward a series of recommendations which would bring
about a balance between the competing forces of land development and, at the same time,
protect the State's sensitive ground water supply. The committee brought down a series
of recommendations and I believe that it managed to get the right balance.
The ground water in the metropolitan region accounts for 40 per cent of our public water
supply system, but if the water which is used for reticulation purposes is taken into
consideration it accounts for between 70 to 80 per cent. To satisfy the current demand
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for urban growth approximately 10 000 urban lots are required each year in the
metropolitan area. The task of protecting the important ground water supply, while at the
same time satisfying urban growth, is not easy. The committee brought down very strong
recommendations which were based on advice it was given during the year of its
deliberations and the research it undertook. If the committee had not had the advantage
of extensive study and the travel upon which it embarked to examine how ground water
supplies in other countries had become polluted, the final recommendations the
committee brought down would probably have been very different.
The Perth metropolitan region is fortunate because it has at its doorstep one of the most
pristine ground water supplies in the world. One may ask whether that is through good
planning practices, circumstance or good luck. The committee's research indicated that it
was through good planning practices that the ground water supply is in pristine condition.
The committee identified those areas which had been affected by incorrect planning
decisions. The committee learnt from its deliberations and brought down
recommendations which, I hope, will prevent wrong planning decisions being made in
the future.
The main point of the committee's recommendations was to draw attention to the need
for legislation to protect ground water areas. The committee was amazed that this State
did not have any legislative protection for something as basic as its public water supply.
One of its recommendations recognises that failing and requests the Government to
implement mechanisms to raise the priority of the protection of ground water by way of
legislation.
I will not go through each recommendation, but the committee recognised the need for
redefining the existing boundaries of the ground water areas. The existing boundaries are
not based on any scientific evidence and are simply lines on a map which were drawn for
convenience purposes, and the map does not indicate from where ground water is drawn.
A great deal of difficulty was experienced in trying to determine what areas should be
developed and for what purpose when, in effect, the ground water in some areas was not
used for the public water supply system. The redefining of boundaries was one of the
committee's primary recommendations. T1he committee endeavoured to make sume that
the land from where ground water is drawn remains in the ownership of the Government
wherever possible. It recommended that one of the Government's priorities should be to
rezone land where it is not possible to have public ownership.
Many of the recommendations went to the very heart of the committee process and to
what it called a whole of government approach to the protection of ground water. In
doing that the committee had to recognise the policy statements of many government
departments and agencies on the complex issues of protecting ground water and land
development. It was apparent that the departments are on a collision course. The
Department of Environmental Protection, the Ministry for Planning, local authorities and
the Water Authority of Western Australia had different policy statements. The planning
authorities were trying to bring on as much land as possible for urban growth and, of
course, the Water Authority was working against that because it is charged with the
responsibility of protecting the public water supply. The policy statements of these two
departments often clashes and the result is conflict at a very late stage of the planning
process, and this conflict causes a great deal of angst to landholders who want to develop
their property.
I believe the committee, by its recommendations, got the balance right and the Minister
recognised that by the speed with which he brought the recommendations to the
Parliament and the priority he has given to ground water. I recognise that the Minister's
first priority is purchasing private land around Lake Pinjar to protect the Gnangara water
mound, which now accounts for 30 per cent of this State's public water supply system.
The water from Gnangara mound is pristine and, even though it accounts for 30 per cent
of this State's water now, if the resource can be maintained it is estimated that it will
supply between 40 and 50 per cent in the future. The purchase of private land to protect
that major catchment area will play an important role in the protection of the water
supply.
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The redefining of boundaries will be based more on scientific aspects. The
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation and the Water Authority
are embarking on a process to determine from where the current bore lines are drawing
water. The boundaries will be drawn in such a way as to protect our land. We hope they
will be able to recognise, in a scientific way, the land that must be protected. At the same
time, it should open up some land within the existing boundaries which is not required
for the protection of the ground water supply.
There has been a significant achievement in the last few months. The Minister, in his
statement about two weeks ago, announced a series of measures for a whole of
government approach to the integration of various policies and processes currently
dealing with land use and water protection. Many of the policies within the Ministry for
Planning, the Water Authority and the Department of Environmental Protection ran in
isolation, and because of the agencies' mission statements they were held within those
authorities. These have now been integrated into a single policy. The Health
Department, the Ministry for Planning, the Water Authority and the Department of
Environmental Protection have now got together creating committees, at executive
officer level and working party level, to bring those planning policies together into one
integrated policy which will lift the priority of ground water to the extent that when the
two uses come into conflict, ground water will be given priority. That is a significant
achievement which is well overdue, and it has occurred as a result of the select
committee process. Not only will ground water be given policy priority, but also that
priority will be reflected in amendments to the metropolitan region scheme. I said earlier
that I was amazed at the lack of statutory recognition for the priority of ground water.
The Government has now recognised that. The amendments will achieve a number of
things. For example, it will have a flow on effect to local authorities through their local
schemes. When those schemes are reviewed and the local authorities are considering
land development and rezoning within their areas, they must provide for the protection of
ground water. Giving it status by amending the MRS will have that flow on effect.
The recommendation for the establishment of a centre for ground water studies is an
important initiative. It means that the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation and the water resources area in general will get together to create a centre of
excellence for the study of ground water. That relates not only to our own sources,
because it will become an important area of study throughout the world. It is recognised
that Western Australia has a unique resource of which other people are envious. This
State has the means to teach other countries how to protect their ground water resources.
The committee recommended that a major international conference be held in Perth. It
may seem a fairly light-hearted recommendation, but the committee was serious about it.
There is a wealth of information around the world and many people have examined
ground water protection for much longer than it has been studied in Western Australia. If
those people, with their knowledge and papers on the subject, could be attracted to a
conference in Perth, it would be an important event. When the select committee travelled
to various countries it noted that under different systems of government, different
emphasis was placed on the priority of ground water when it came into conflict with
personal landholding. If an international conference were held in Western Australia, we
could bring all those attitudes to this State and learn from them. No doubt those
attending would impart their knowledge, including the mistakes they may have made.
That process could cement proposals for the protection of the ground water in the Perth
metropolitan region.
Waste water management and recycling of water will become major issues in Western
Australia in the future, but the committee did not spend much time on this aspect. It was
not included in the terms of reference, but the committee would like to have spent more
time on it because it will be important in years to come. A large quantity of water is
wasted in Western Australia, with much of it flowing into the sea. Also industry is
provided with first class drinking water when second or third class water would be
adequate for purposes such as cleaning. There is great potential for recycling of water for
uses other than drinking. The committee was surprised to learn that less than I per cent
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of the water produced in this State - which is among the purest in the world - is drunk,
and 99 per cent of that water is used for swimming pools, reticulation and other purposes.
It is an important issue that we must address, as the supply of water becomes more
critical and the level of production decreases. We must increase the emphasis on
recycling water.
In the past few years recognition of the importance of protecting water resources has
grown within the community. Those who lived through the 1994-95 summer in Perth
will recognise the importance of protecting our water supplies. The select committee
touched on the potential for land uses in sensitive areas. It recognised that at this stage
the community is not prepared to accept some of the tough measures required before
urban development can be allowed in water sensitive areas. I refer to urban sensitive
design criteria and rezoning land so that, for example, people are not allowed to plant
English style gardens which require a lot of water, fertiliser and herbicides. Restrictions
must be placed on these areas, to allow only natural vegetation. There must also be
restraints on the use of household and garden chemicals in these urban developments.
The community is not prepared to accept that in 1995, even though it recognises the
importance of the protection of ground water, but it will do so in the future. As the urban
pressure for land development continues, we must find more imaginative and skilful
ways of creating land use above our sensitive ground water. When that happens the
community - through education and recognition of the need to protect water as our
climate is likely to become hotter with no increase in the level of rainfall - will accept the
restraints the Government must apply. We must look for lateral ways of developing land.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Strickland.

[Continued below.]
Sitting suspended fromn 12-59 to 2.00 pm

[Questions without notice taken.]

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - TREASURER
Appropriation Bills, Ordinary Annual Services of the Governent

MR COURT (Nedlands - Treasurer) [2.32 pm] - by leave: On 6 December 1994 the
President of the Legislative Council made a ruling on the division of items in the annual
Appropriation Bills in respect of "the ordinary annual services of the Government". On
8 December 1994 both the Leader of the House in the Legislative Assembly and I
acknowledged that the President's ruling must be addressed. These comments were
agreed with by the Leader of the Opposition in the debate on this matter.

It is proposed that an informal committee be established to consider "the ordinary annual
services of the Government" under section 46 of the Constitution Acts Amendment Act
1899 and its operation. This proposal, if accepted, should enable the difficulty which has
arisen between the Houses to be resolved and avoid similar difficulties arising in future
Budget legislation.

SUPPLY BILL
Second Reading

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.

MR STRICKLAND (Scarborough) [2.34 pm]: I continue the remarks I began during
the Address-in-Reply debate on 12 April dealing with electoral reform matters. I will
recount what I said a month ago. Firstly, I produced information to demonstrate that
work productivity growth by members of Parliament due just to increasing enrolments
was in the order of 2 per cent a year. Secondly, I indicated that electoral reformi was a
real issue in the public arena, and I quoted from media statements and Commission on
Government papers. Thirdly, I raised concerns about the recent electoral redistribution. I
indicated that an overemphasis has been placed on the use of trends of demographic
changes as opposed to the other factors that are supposed to be taken into consideration.
Fourthly, I indicated to the House that my view was that the present Act was severely
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flawed on two grounds: First, there was no requirement for the consideration of thepolitical implications of the boundary placements; and, second, the existing processes
lock in massive dislocation for constituency representation. Finally, I gave a political
assessment of the unfairness of the redistribution as it has occurred.
I have done a little research on the impact of representation by redistribution in Western
Australia. I seek leave to incorporate into Hansard a table and a graph which is a
pictorial representation of the table.
[Ile material in appendix A was incorporated by leave of the House.]
[See pages Nos 4318 and 4319 .J
Mr STRICKLAND: Members will see that the table lists the year redistribution occurred
and the average enrolment for each member. I have distinguished between metropolitan
enrolment and non-metropolitan enrolment. Finally, it shows the ratio of average
enrolment for each distribution. The information is based on the Western Australian
Electoral Commission's publications. The graph indicates that the ratio of 1:0 equates to
one-vote-one-value. No progress has been made towards one-vote-one-value from theearly days when this Parliament was established. Members are able to see from the graph
that we are further away than ever from one-vote-one-value.
1 will put aside the political considerations of what is going on and make some objective
assessments on matters such as the size of electorates. One of the points which has beenlost in this debate is the consideration of the work value of members of Parliament. To
illustrate my point I quote the average number of electors for each seat. In the 1960s itwas 8 000; in the 1970s it was 11 500; in the 1980s it was 14 500; and in the 1990s it is18 500. Those figures are rounded off, but they paint the picture that the workload of
mnembers of Parliament, if it is tied in with representation of constituents, has been
increasing.
The fact is that the ratio under the existing vote weighting system of the metropolitan
electorates to non-metropolitan electorates has consistently been around about 2:1.
Therefore, metropolitan members of Parliament represent approximately double thenumber of constituents than do country members. The proposal for the redistribution of
boundaries is to have metropolitan members of Parliament represent 23 590 constituents
and country members represent 12 500.
New South Wales and Victoria are in another dimension. Members of Parliament in
New South Wales represent 39 000 constituents and in Victoria they represent 33 000.
New South Wales has different arrangements from other States for electoral support and
it has two electorate officers to assist each member. The States in the middle are
Queensland, South Australa and Western Australia. Members of Parliament in
Queensland represent 22 000 constituents; South Australia, 21 000; and Western
Australia, 19 000, but that would be under one-vote-one-value and not the existing
system. Members of Parliament in the Australian Capital Territory represent I1000
constituents and in the Northern Territory they represent 4 000. The ACT and the
Northern Territory are at the stage that Western Australia was many years ago.
The implication of all of this is that under the boundaries which have been put in place
the workload of a metropolitan member of Parliament will be increased and he will
represent nearly 24 000 voters. Compared with the 1970s, it is a 50 per cent increase in
the workload of metropolitan members and 250 per cent when compared to non-
metropolitan members. If one-vote-one-value were in place and we adopted the Electoral
Commission's proposal that a member of Parliament should represent 23 000 people, thenumber of seats in this House would be reduced to 47. In 1965 there were 51 seats in the
House. If we considered that it was reasonable for members to represent 21 500 electors,
there would be 51 seats in the House. Today with 57 seats the average representation is
over 19 000 electors.
Recently the Deputy Leader of the Opposition made a submission to the Commission on
Government and I will refer to it as the Gallop proposal. He proposed 61 seats, which
would mean each member would represent less than 18 000 electors which, by the way,
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is the number of electors many members represented a few years ago. If we compared
that with the Victorian situation where the members of Parliament each represent 33 000
electors, the number of seats in this House would be 33. 1 Will explain what I think is a
reasonable situation shortly.
The second factor, which is a commendable point taken up in the Gallop proposal, is the
need for a critical mass to allow this Parliament to function. In the Parliament we have
the Cabinet, government backbenchers and the Opposition and there is a role for each of
those three groups to play. Under the present 57 seat scenario, if we were to take out the
Speaker and the opposition members, it would leave 31 members. The Gallop proposal
is that there should be no Ministers in the Legislative Council. I have some sympathy for
that proposal. In fact, the Leader of the House in the Legislative Council has been quoted
in the media as saying that eventually that could happen. Therefore, it is on the public
agenda. Under the present scenario, if there were no Ministers in the Legislative
Council, 17 members out of the 31 government members in this House would form the
Cabinet and 14 backbenchers would be left to carry the committee workload. We must
examine what would happen in a close election scenario where the Government won by
one seat. If we were to take out the Speaker and the Opposition, there would be 28
government members, of whom 17 would be members of Cabinet and 11 backbenchers
would be left to take up the committee workload. That would not be realistic. While the
long term goal might be to reduce the number of Ministers in the Legislative Council,
under a 57 seat arrangement in this place and perhaps the possibility of a close election
that could not be achieved at this stage. As a matter of interest, if there were four
standing committees with five members on each committee - three government and two
opposition members - immediately 12 government backbenchers would have to be
involved. In addition there are the joint House committees. The whole picture I have
painted illustrates the difficulties that would arise.

I come back to the existing electoral system, which is inequitable. Members of
Parliament are locked into increasing worloads. I said that the workload had increased
by 2 per cent because of productivity growth caused by the increase in the number of
constituents. As a result of the redistribution some members will be locked into a
massive dislocation. I find that very difficult from the point of view of not only a
member of Parliament, but also a constituent who will suddenly find that electorates have
disappeared. For example, in my electorate 10 500 people will have a different member
representing them because of the changes that will take place. Members of Parliament
have a lot of pressure on them to be open and accountable and one of the ways in which
Parliament is addressing that is to step up the role of the committee system. I cannot see
the workload on committees easing, and if it continues at its current rate, it will add
weight to my concern about members' workload and what is an acceptable critical mass.
I believe it could be somewhere between 51 and 61, but it will depend on how many
Ministers are in the Legislative Council. Eventually, we will have to consider these
things.
What can be done to control the situation? Firstly, the artificial boundaries could be
either shifted or removed. For example, the metropolitan boundary could be either
extended or removed altogether. Under a one-vote-one-value system the boundaries
would be removed. I do not have time to go into all the scenarios. Secondly, there could
be frequent changes to the electoral boundaries instead of a change every eight years
when the pressure has already built up and there is a massive dislocation. The situation
could change for every election. The change would then be more gradual, although it
would still be quite considerable. The other way, and the way in which some of these
things have been handled in the past, is to increase the number of seats. There has been a
large population increase in the metropolitan area, to the north in Wanneroo, and to the
south in Rockingham, and had we increased the number of seats by two - one new seat in
Wanneroo and one new seat in Rockingham - the boundary changes that have occurred
would have been minimal because those additional seats would have soaked up most of
the change. I am not advocating that we should have just added two seats. I am saying
that is one of the options that has been used in the past to ease the conifict and the
concerns about change.
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In my view, the Electoral Distribution Act is severely flawed. The West Australian ofWednesday, 26 April quoted from a paper which the Deputy Premier presented to theCommission on Government That paper was a reasonable assessment of the situation,and its overall tone was that the current system is unsustainable. While we may havedifferences of opinion about that, I believe the current system is unsustainable, and thatbecause of those problems and conflicts, we cannot stand still. Thbe present electoralsystem and Act are unsustainable, firstly, because of the unacceptable impact ofdislocation and, secondly, because there is no requirement for the commissioners to takeaccount of the political implications of the boundaries which they draw. I do not blamethe commissioners; the Act does not provide for that, and they must work under the Act.
The Gallop proposal is to reduce the number of seats in the Legislative Council from 34to 30 and increase the number of seats in the Legislative Assembly from 57 to 61, so theend result will be the same number of members of Parliament, and that will get aroundthe negative of increasing the number of members of Parliament, which I think we allaccept the public would not like to see. We can then create a sufficient critical mass - Ithink the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has defined it as 61 - to allow all of theMinisters to come from the Legislative Assembly. I do not deny that there is some meritin that proposal, but I am concerned that we should consider not only change but also themanagement of that change.
Politics is really about practising the art of what is achievable. We must have a phase-inprocess. It is not practical to take all of the Ministers out of the Legislative Council atone fell swoop. Progress can be made by phasing things in, and that may mean that notjust one Act but two, three or four amendment Acts must be considered and adopted bythe Parliament so that the change can come about gradually and be managed in such away as to cause a minimum number of problems. A range of options can be considered,which includes having either fewer or no Ministers in the Legislative Council, anddetermining the number of seats which is ideal or reasonable for this Parliament, but wemust ensure that the workload of members is realistic and take into account the criticalmass that is needed to allow for Cabinet work and for committee work by bothgovernment and opposition backbenchers. There are some positives in looking atchanging the number of seats.
Another question is that if vote weighting were to go, should we do away with it in onehit or phase it out? A suggestion such as shifting the metropolitan boundary is a phase-out option. The Gallop proposal refers to a change in the number of seats between theLegislative Council and the Legislative Assembly; perhaps we can look at a change in thenumber of seats between the country and the metropolitan area. That may provide arange of options which is acceptable. The art of politics is what is achievable at themoment. At the moment, if the Opposition wanted to do something, it has 23 votes, andif it could talk the Independents into it, it would have 25 votes, so it would have to attractfour votes from this side. These things are not impossible; one never knows what willhappen in politics. The Opposition should not get the impression that if it runs in herewith a Bill which lays out all that it wants, it will have a chance of success, but if mattersare given consideration and phase-in options are considered, one never knows what is
possible.
The Sunday Times of 23 April contains an article by David Black, who has a goodreputation as a political analyst, and who states -

Nor would one-vote-one-value guarantee a fair result for each party though itwould help if our boundary commissioners were allowed to take party political
effects into account when carrying out redistributions.

If someone like me, who has an open mind on many of these things, were to be attracted
to such a proposal, a fairness clause would be essential. Anyone who knows anythingabout boundaries and elections must admit that what counts is where we draw the linesand not the system that we use. When I say " fairness", I mean that if the majority of thepeople in this State were to vote for a particular party, an effort should be made to ensure
that party had the majority of the seats. While that is difficult to achieve, the important
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thing is that there is no harm in trying. I have stated in a previous speech where I believe
it has all gone wrong, and while that may be good for one side of the Parliament
compared with the other, it is not a system that anyone should support.
Dr Gallop: It is an impossible task to ask boundary commissioners to try to adjust the
boundaries according to the criterion of fairness. The only way we can achieve it is by
introducing a system of proportional representation, on either the German basis or a total
statewide basis. That is the objective you have to go for.
Ir STRICKLAND: I concede it is a difficult task. I will not concede the question of
proportional representation.
MR DAY (Darling Range) [3.00 pm]: Next Thursday, 1 June, is the 166th anniversary
of the foundation of the colony of Western Australia which later became the State of
Western Australia. However, in line with Australian tradition we will not be
commemorating Western Australia's Foundation Day on 1 June. We will commemorate
it as a long weekend on Monday, 5 June.
Dr Watson: It occurred about 40 000 years before that.
Mr DAY: However, 1 June is the anniversary of the arrival at Garden Island of Captain
James Stirling who led approximately 200 settlers to the colony of Western Australia in
the HMS Parmelia and HMS Sulphur. There is a certain degree of dispute about whether
that arrival occurred on 1 or 2 June. I note in the book entitled A New History of Western
Australia edited by C.T. Stannage it is stated that Captain Stirling anchored in Cockburn
Sound on 2 June, but 1 June was chosen as the date to commemorate a great naval
victory. In The Cyclopaedia of Western Australia, perhaps the most authoritative version
is given. It states -

On the first of June land was sighted, and on the following day "the Parmelia"
moved toward an anchorage in Cockburn Sound.

Whatever the date chosen - I June or 2 June - the point is that we should commemorate
Foundation Day on the appropriate day.
The first Foundation Day was commemorated in the colony on 1 June 1835. As reported
in the Perth Gazette, it was a gala occasion with a host of stalls and competitions; the
Aborigines gave a display of spear throwing with loaves of bread as target prizes. It
stated that a general sports program of flat races was a prime attraction; the children ran
for sweets, the men for purses of coins, and the Aborigines for loaves of bread.
Obviously that was very paternalistic, and it would not be politically acceptable these
days, but it was the way they did things about 160 years ago.

Last year in Western Australia, for the first time we commemorated Australia Day on 26
January as a matter of routine. Until then, we had always commemorated Austalia Day
on either 26 January or the following Monday, so it was inevitably a long weekend.
Western Australia made the right move in the legislation introduced in 1992 to ensure
that Australia Day was commemorated on 26 January. It is time that we did the same for
Western Australia's Foundation Day. We do not move around Anzac Day or Australia
Day, and we should not move around our State's Foundation Day either. We have a
sufficient number of long weekends. For example, we have Labour Day, Easter, and the
Queen's Birthday long weekend, and these days the Queen's Birthday is not much more
than an excuse for a long weekend.
No doubt, from a tourism perspective, some concern will be expressed about any
proposal to do away with some of our long weekends. We need to remember that if we
move towards my proposal, on four out of seven occasions Foundation Day will ensure a
long weekend. If 1 June falls on a Friday, Saturday, Sunday or Monday we will have a
long weekend. On only three occasions out of seven would 1 June fall on the other days.
We should also remember that Foundation Day falls in winter, and at that time it is
probably less desirable for people to travel to the south west.
On 7 June last year in question time I asked the Premier whether the Government would
be prepared to consider making such a change. The response was that no consideration
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had been given to such a change, but that the Government would be prepared to consider
the matter in future. I am sure nothing has happened since then. However, I am pleased
at least that the proposal has not been ruled out entirely.
We must decide whether the commemoration of the foundation of this State is to be just
an excuse for a long weekend, or whether we will appropriately recognise the origins of
European settlement in this State - bearing in mind that the date of Aboriginal settlement
in this part of the world was many thousands of years prior to the arrival of Europeans, as
pointed out by the member for Kenwick. If we are to recognise appropriately our history
and the tremendous contribution made by the early pioneers of Western Australia, in
some very difficult circumstances; and if we are to develop an appropriate pride in our
State, we should move towards the proposal I suggest. We are supposed to be the most
independent and outspoken State in the Commonwealth. We should demonstrate that
degree of independence by marking our Foundation Day appropriately rather than its
being just an excuse for a long weekend. Even with the introduction of West Week in
recent times, Foundation Day is meaningless to most Western Australians. Most people
do not know why we have Foundation Day at that time of the year. I urge the
Government to take action to ensure that as from 1996 Foundation Day is commemorated
routinely on the day on which it occurs, I June.
MR RIPPER (Belmont) [3.07 pm]: I was pleased to hear the member for Scarborough
show an interest in electoral reform. I do not agree with all his assertions but his
openness of mind is to be commended. That same openness of mind is not to be found in
the lay organisations of the two parties that make up this Government. Just as I was
pleased to hear the member for Scarborough talk about electoral reform in that spirit, I
was disappointed to see articles in The West Australian in which both the President of the
National Party and the President of the Liberal Party set their faces against reforms to our
electoral system. One article is headed "Leave vote laws alone - Nationals". It states that
state party president, Dexter Davies rejected the royal commission findings that the
State's electoral system allowed WA Inc to fester, saying that there was no need for
change.
I have a particular interest in the matter because I have had occasion to look at the
enrolment numbers in my electorate. I have compared those numbers with numbers in
some other areas. It is interesting to note that there are approximately the same number
of electors in the seat of Belmont as in the town of Albany and surrounding areas. The
electorate of Belmont returns one member to this Parliament - I am honoured to be that
person - but a similar number of electors in and around Albany return two members, the
Deputy Leader of the National Party and the Minister for Housing.
Dr Turnbull: The member should not believe everything he reads in the newspaper. The
National Party presentation addresses the issues the member has just raised. I
recommend that he not comment on the National Party presentation unless he has read all
Of it.
Mr RIPPER: I look forward to National Party support for one-vote-one-value. I hear the
mnember saying no, so perhaps my original impression is the same as the journalist's
impression - and it is correct. When talking about electoral reform we talk about the
need for a move to one-vote-one-value, so that we no longer have a number of people in
Albany being represented by two members of Parliament when the same number of
people in the metropolitan area are represented by only one member of Parliament. We
are not alone on this side of the House in considering electoral reform to be a very
important issue. It was so considered by the royal commission. Page 8 of chapter 5 of
part HI of the report of the Royal Commission into Commercial Activities of Government
and Other Matters states -

The democratic principle by which the majority of votes in the Assembly
determines the formation of the Government is generally and properly understood
to require as close to equal value in the votes of electors as is practicable.

Thiere is nothing impractical in having the same number of electors electing a member of
Parliament in the Albany region and in the Belmont region.
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Dr Turnbull: You are quoting selectively. There are quite a lot of other factors which
determine a value-equal representation.
Mr RIPPER: I do not think the member for Collie understands democracy. She wants to
give some people more influence in the voting process than others. Although that might
be the political system in which she believes, I do not think it accords with our notion of
democracy which is based on all of us having an equal right to participate in the political
process.
Dr Turnbull: That is right. People in country areas do not have equal access.

Mr RIPPER: Again the member for Collie interjects. I could argue that people with low
incomes, poor levels of education and a Large number of children are prevented from
having equal access to the political system due to those factors; therefore, they should be
given some weighting in the voting process. Access issues can be dealt with by other
mechanisms. In my view they are not dealt with properly by distorting the whole
political system. If it is necessary to provide additional resources to country members of
Parliament so that they have more of an opportumity to communicate with their
constituents, let us do that. There is no reason to distort our whole system of voting to
enable country people to have an input into the political process.

It is interesting that these comments have come from the National Party because it is the
current beneficiary of our current voting system. The National Party, since the
publication of the report of the royal commission, has always tried to undermine that
report. An extraordinary campaign was mounted by the Leader of the National Party
where he insulted the commissioners time and time again, saying that the commissioners
were not responsible for the report, and that it had been written for them. He implied
they had no influence over its contents. That was not a credible campaign by the Leader
of the National Party.
I am disappointed with the view of the President of the National Party that while debate
about Western Australia's electoral laws is healthy, it is misleading to initiate this debate
in the context of looking for ways to prevent corruption or impropriety. In other words,
electoral reform is irrelevant to changes which are necessary in this State to overcome the
possibility of corruption or improper behaviour. In making that statement he is echoing
the line put by the Premier and others in this coalition Government; that is, the problems
we experienced in this State are all due to the individuals who happened to occupy
positions of importance during that time, and now that we have got rid of them, we do
not need to worry about any changes.
Dr Turnbull: Many Western Australians would absolutely agree with the statement that
you have just made.
Mr RIPPER: If they agree, they are wrong. The Premier is saying that the main purpose
of the royal commission was to get rid of the Labor Government and now that that has
been achieved, we do not need to pay any more attention to the recommendations of the
royal commission, other than its public image requires. The Premier shows no
commitment to the implementation of the recommendations of the royal commission. He
will do so only to the extent that he is pressured by public opinion.

It is clearly wrong that problems in our political system arise only as a result of the
character of individuals. No party in this House is composed entirely of saints. The
election of a coalition Government has not abolished human weakness, and the pressures
of the political process will expose human weakness on all sides of politics. The
temptations and sanctions that the political process puts in the way of individuals, the
pressure of competition, and the fact that the political process exposes individuals to
unfortunate levels of human weakness means that it is seen perhaps more explicitly and
more often than when people are in other occupations. It certainly occurs in a much
more visible way to the public. We cannot abolish human weakness; we must have
institutional systems, checks and balances, which prevent that human weakness resulting
in corruption and improper behaviour. It was not the conclusion of the royal commission
that it was a problem only with individuals that caused the events of the 1980s, the
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Subject of its inquiry. The royal commission did not come to the same conclusion as did
the Premier or the member for Collie. It said that there should be change to our system.
It produced a substantial report recommending a number of changes. Among its
recommendations were, firstly, that the Commission on Government review the electoral
system for representation in the Legislative Council; and secondly, that the Commission
on Government review the electoral system for representation in the Legislative
Assembly. The royal commission clearly saw a need for electoral reform. That is not
surprising because the commission also saw a need for a general improvement to our
systems of accountability. The centrepiece of those changes which recommended
improved accountability -

Mr Bloffwitch: Doesn't it just say that it would review them? I did not think it said that
it should be changed.
Mr RIPPER: When the commission says that the democratic principle on which the
majority of votes in the Assembly determines the formation of the Government is
generally and properly understood to require as close to equal value in the votes of
electors as is practicable, and when it recommends that the systems in place in this House
and the other should be removed, I can draw only the conclusion that the commissioners
saw a need for change and recommended a process by which that change should be
brought about.
It is not surprising that the commissioners made those recommendations. They
recommended improvements to accountability, to the way in which we hold our
executive Governments accountable. Parliament should be the centrepiece of those
changes. The commission outlined what it saw as a role for the Legislative Council. The
Legislative Council has been controlled by one side of politics ever since it was set up.
No matter what changes have occurred, election after election the same side of politics
has held the majority in the Legislative Council. That illustrates that two things are
wrong with our present arrangements for election to the Legislative Council.
Mr CJ. Barnett: You are assuming that somehow it is rigged.
Mr RIPPER: I ask the member to let me finish my arguments before I respond to the
interjection. One side of politics when it is in government controls the entire Parliament.
When the conservatives are in government they have the numbers in both Houses of
Parliament.
It reduces the pressure on the Government to be accountable. The effect of the electoral
system, particularly of the Legislative Council, on the other side of politics is to reduce
its legitimacy. This side of politics has trouble accepting the legitimacy of the
Legislative Council when it is elected by an unfair electoral system, which has resulted in
the same side winning year after year. Effectively we have the equivalent of a one party
state in the upper House. There is never a chance for the other side of politics.
Mr CJ. Barnett: There is always a chance. When you were in government the coalition
had a majority of about one in the Council. It is not as if there is some overwhelming
conservative majority in the Council.
Mr RIPPER: It is not overwhelming but it is persistent.
Mr C.J. Barnett: Of course it is. It might be that out there in those crazed moments when
the population elects a Labor Government, at the back of its mind it says, "We cannot
trust these guys. We will have conservatives at the top to watch them." Some people
clearly vote for Labor in the lower House and for the Liberal and National Parties in the
upper House.
Mr RIPPER: Having seen the performance of the Minister for Health and Labour
Relations some people might think, "If I am going to vote Liberal for the lower House I
must vote Labor for the upper House."
Mr Day: In 1989 the elected membership in the upper House reflected the popular vote
in the Assembly.
Mr RIPPER: Te member is right.
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The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr RIPPER: The then Government won with a minority of the popular vote. One might
say that that was due to the unfairness of the electoral system and better targeting by the
Labor Party in directing campaigns to marginal seats where votes coun There must be a
different system. In the electoral system of the Legislative Council we have had result
after result going the same way. It is a problem of the system. It is not the result of a
better effort by a party in marginal seats. If we want more accountability in this
Parliament we must do something about electoral reform, particularly of the upper
House. The present set up diminishes the prospects of proper accountability on this side
of politics. The other side never has to contend with a hostile Legislative Council. There
is a question mark over the legitimacy of the accountability requirement of the upper
House. Our ultimate responsibility and accountability is to the people and not to groups
of people, not to one group more than another and not to one individual more than
another. The reason for our accountability to Parliament is Parliament's connection to
the people. If there is a question mark over the legitimacy of Parliament's connection to
the people, there is a question mark over the legitimacy of the Parliament itself and its
demands on the Executive for accountability. Electoral reform is critical to produce a
political system in this State which, so far as is possible, given human weakness, is fr-ee
of the taint of corruption. The President of the National Party -
Dr Turnbull: You are quoting from a newspaper and not a presentation.
Mr RIPPER: He is not alone in setting his face against reform. He has been joined by a
Liberal colleague, the President of the State Liberal Party, Dr David Honey. The royal
commission said that there should be a special role for the Legislative Council and, if
possible, that role should be assisted by denying the right of members of the Legislative
Council to become Ministers. The President of the State Liberal Party has rejected that
proposition. An article contained in The West Australian of Friday, 19 May headed
"Honey rejects upper House reform plans" states -

State Liberal Party president David Honey has clashed with a senior member of
his party and rejected a royal commission recommendation to increase the
independence of the Upper House.

The article continues later -
Dr Honey dismissed the WA royal commission's call for the removal of ministers
from the Upper House to distinguish it from the Lower House and enhance its
role as a House of review.

I wonder what are the prospects for genuine reform when we have the presidents of both
parties in government setting their faces so resolutely against the required reforms.
Mr Bloffwitch: Maybe, as the member for Scarborough said, reform should occur a little
bit at a time.
Mr RIPPER: A little bit of reform is better than no reform at all; but for 30 years we
have been making very few changes to our electoral system and we are still a long way
from a democratic electoral system in this State. We must take the plunge and make the
change. It is possible that the High Court will assist us by finding the present electoral
system does not meet the implied democratic protections.
Mr Johnson: If it were to find the other way, would you accept that?
Mr RIPPER: That is an interesting question. I would obviously accept that that was the
position so far as the Constitution was concerned. I would not accept that that was the
correct way to design our electoral system. The High Court might find that, flawed as it
is, the present electoral system nevertheless is constitutional, and I would agree with the
court's prerogative to express that point of view. I will not agree it is the right electoral
system for this State. I have something else to talk about, but I will be happy to debate
this with the member on another occasion.
I was concerned that a person known to me, Mr Donald Randall, was preselected as a
federal Liberal candidate for the seat of Swan. I was concerned because I read in the
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newspaper allegations by disenchanted members of the liberal Party that Mr Randall had
lied at his Liberal Party preselection by failing to disclose that he had had convictions for
dangerous driving and drunken driving. This was interesting to members of the
Opposition, because they were aware that Mr Randall had been appointed a justice of the
peace by the Attorney General. It seems odd that a person who allegedly had those
convictions was appointed by this Attorney General as a JP. My colleague the member
for Morley and shadow Minister for Justice asked the Attorney General the following
question without notice on 28 March -

Did Mr Randall declare his criminal convictions for dangerous driving and
drunken driving on his application to become a JP?

The Attorney General replied -
Yes, Wr Randall's application did disclose that he had those two convictions.

I thought that was a bit unusual - that someone with those convictions had been
appointed as a justice of the peace. That is so, particularly when the requirements to be
appointed as a justice of the peace generally exclude a person with those sorts of
convictions. A report by the Justices of the Peace Review Committee outlines the
present system for appointing justices of the peace. Page 9, paragraph 3.1.3 states -

Apart from exceptional circumstances, the following categories of applicant are
not appointed:

2. Persons with a record of criminal or serious traffic convictions (less than
six years old) or bankrupts.

7. Circumstances which could lead to a perception of bias -

Someone who has been a candidate for the Liberal Party and who is again a candidate for
the Liberal Party, and who was also the president of the Swan division of the Liberal
Party, according to the local press reports, has serious tr-affic convictions; it seems from
reading that report that Mr Randall may not have been eligible for appointment as a
justice of the peace under those two categories. Nevertheless, he was appointed by the
Attorney General.
I have one other concern about Mr Randall's appointment; that is, the demand for justices
of the peace in my electorate. Members will know that, for someone to become a justice
of the peace, he or she must be nominated by the local member of Parliament. I have had
occasion to nominate people. I certainly did not nominate Mr Randall. I assume he was
nominated by one of the Liberal Party upper House members. In the period during which
Mr Randall's application was being considered - according to the Attorney General it
was received on 6 May 1993 and approved on 10 July 1994 - I also nominated people for
appointment as justices of the peace and I received an answer from the Attorney General
in which she said -

Ministry records reveal that Rivervale and Belmont and the surrounding areas are
well served with Justices of the Peace, indicating that a further appointment is not
warranted at this time.

That letter was dated 10 November 1994. That application would have been considered
around the time that Mr Randall's application was also being considered. I received
another rejection letter from the Attorney Gener-al in response to a nomination that I
made of a resident for appointment as a justice of the peace. The letter was dated 13
April 1994 and it stated -

Ministry records reveal that South Guildford, Welshpool and the surrounding
areas, are well served with Justices of the Peace, indicating that a further
appointment is not warranted.

Those letters are also reasons for our questioning the appointment of Mr Donald Randall
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as a justice of the peace. He appears to fit the criteria for exclusion from appointment.
He should have been excluded because of his very serious traffic convictions and he
should have been excluded because there were already plenty of justices of the peace in
the area from which he was being appointed. Therefore, there is a big question mark
over the Attorney General's appointment of this former and current Liberal Party
candidate.
The Attorney General should not have made the appointment. It is interesting that a
considerable period elapsed between the date of the application and the date of approval -
more than a year according to the Attorney General's answer to the question asked by the
member for Morley on 28 March 1995. I wonder why there was such a long period
before Mr Randall's application was finally approved.
Mr Strickland.~ I have received a response in the negative a year later also.
Mr RIPPER: The member for Scarborough said he has received the same response. That
aspect of the matter may not be unusual. However, it seems that the other aspects which
I have been canvassing are unusual. There is a very serious question mark hanging over
the legitimacy of this appointment by the Attorney General.
MR CUNNINGHAM (Marangaroo) [3.35 pm]: My remarks in this debate relate to
families in the Marangaroo electorate who have been hit by huge increases in public
transport costs for the third year in a row. Commuters, pensioners and students have
been hit especially hard. This increase will mean that a commuter from Marangaroo to
the city will pay $40 a year more than last year. The three increases since 1993 have cost
that commuter $230 per year.
Mr Day: It is only 800 a week.
Mr CUNNINGHAM: To a student it is more than 800 a week. A student travelling from
Alexander Heights to Perth or Joondalup will pay $34 a year more. In fact, fares for that
student have increased by nearly $100 since 1993. A pensioner living in Balga and
travelling to Perth and return four times a week will now pay $50 a year more than in
1993. However, the Treasurer claims that Western Australians should be grateful for
these increases. The Treasurer and his conservative Government cynically claim that the
higher bus fares and water rates announced last week will save us all $50 a year. He
should explain to families, pensioners and students who depend on public transport how
they will be $50 a year better off when they are paying higher bus fares.
Mr Day: In real terms.
Mr CUNNINGHAM: That is absolute nonsense. The Treasurer should also explain why
public transport costs have increased only weeks after the Government announced the
axing of 1 300 jobs from Westrail. If cutting government jobs and privatising
government services is really saving money, why are ordinary families in my electorate
being forced to pay so much more? It is apparent that the higher public transport fares
will mean bigger company profits when this arch-conservative Government sells the bus
services to the private sector. Western Australians are entitled to inquire if the state
economy is doing so well, why are families doing it so tough? The Australian Labor
Party strongly believes that suburban families deserve tax breaks, not tax increases.
Ordinary workers and their families have helped create this State and its economic
wealth. It is now time that they started to share in those benefits. Families in my
electorate are already paying an extra $30 a week under this Treasurer's policies. This
Liberal Government has proved in only two years to be the highest taxing Government in
the history of Western Australia. To slug the people of Western Australia yet again when
revenue from state taxes and charges has grown by more than $lb in just over two years
is nothing short of highway robbery, and it makes Ned Kelly look saintly.
Mr Strickland: You must have your tongue in your cheek.
Mr CUNNINGHAM: I do not have my tongue in my cheek; I never have my tongue in
my cheek. The member for Scarborough knows better than that.
I move on to congratulate the City of Wanneroo and Main Roads Western Australia on
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allocating $250 000 to enable much needed traffic treatments to be established at the
junction of Templeton Avenue and Marangarco Drive, Girrawheen. I have been calling
for this urgent action for more than two years and, after personal representations to the
City of Wanneroo and Main Roads, it now appears someone has finally recognised that
the intersection is a potential black spot. I was informed yesterday that the City of
Wanneroo is currently designing a traffic treatment for this intersection, which will be
ready in the next few months.
In my contribution to the debate on the Supply Bill, I[will take a few minutes to thank a
very special person in my electorate of Marangaroo. After some years of great
dedication and service to the Gladys Newton School - which caters for severely to mildly
handicapped students in the metropolitan suburb of Balga - Eve Lucas is leaving to share
her expertise with the Education Department. She takes up the position of manager of
the disabilities and learning difficulties branch of the Education Department in the next
couple of weeks. As principal of the Gladys Newton School, and with her teaching staff
who are highly professional and caring, she has filled a need that has enabled many
handicapped students topogrss through junior, intermediate and senior groups. She has
enabled many students to graduate and become full time students in regular schools.
Under her leadership, the dedicated staff at Gladys Newton School worked tirelessly to
develop and implement curriculum material for the school's population. These
documents have been sought by similar education facilities, both in this State and
nationally, and she is a great credit to her profession. Eve Lucas is a kind and
compassionate person and her caring attitude towards physically and intellectually
disabled students has earned her a very special place in the hearts of her students, their
parents and many of my constituents. She will be very sadly missed but I am confident
that her legacy will ensure that those who follow in her footsteps will continue to provide
the magnificent support needed The Gladys Newton School Will continue to be a focal
point in the lives of these special people.
The thanks of the community are also extended to another person at the Gladys Newton
School, who has been a driving force behind the scenes. I refer to Beryl Morris, who
retires after 18 years of faithful service. She is another of those special people who is
always there but who never seeks the limelight. She is the backbone of a school such as
Gladys Newton, and her quick wit, smile, and kind words will be sadly missed. The local
community and I wish Eve and Beryl every success in their future endeavours.
I am sure the acting principal John Brigg will continue the good work that has been the
trademark of the Gladys Newton School. He will be acting principal for the remainder of
this year. John has been deputy principal at the school since 1989, and next year he takes
up his appointment as principal of the Czeaney Education Support Centre. I take this
opportunity to wish him every success in his future challenge.
I wish to raise a very sensitive issue which I believe must be addressed. It should be
addressed in a bipartisan way. I refer to section 64 of the Residential Tenancies Act.
Theme are mixed feelings on both sides of the House about this issue. A recent report into
Homeswest's eviction laws has condemned controversial section 64 of the Residential
Tenancies Act, under which tenants can be evicted by Homeswest without reasons being
given. The report "No Just Cause" states that Homeswest' s use of the section has forced
many families onto the streets and discriminated against Aboriginal tenants. I believe
section 64 should be used only in cases of substantiated antisocial behaviour where
witnesses are too intimidated to appear in court. Antisocial behaviour is defined as an
ongoing pattern of aggressive, threatening or disruptive behaviour which adversely
affects one or more neighbours. Examples include, but are not restricted to, regular
episodes which might involve loud noises, acts of physical aggression, foul language or
throwing of rubbish or other missiles, drunken behaviour, or wild or uncontrollable
parties emanating from properties controlled and owned by Homeswest. It can include
continuing unwanted entry onto neighbouring properties, harassment or threatening
behaviour to neighbours, fights that continue on public or other private property, and acts
of physical violence against family members. Where a complaint is received against a
tenant - I stress that the complaint must be substantiated - it should be referred to the
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tenant, the complainant and other neighbours. Where the police have been involved,
Homeswest has an obligation to contact the police and I believe that the Mirrabooka
Homeswest office does that often. Once that complaint has been received, the
accommodation manager should personally visit that tenant and discuss with the tenant
the nature of the complaint. This will include details of the time and date of the incident,
who was involved, and what was alleged to have happened. The tenant must be given an
opportunity to present his or her side of the incident, and must be given an opportunity to
respond in writing, if he or she wishes to do so. Where the tenant accepts responsibility
for the incident, the accommodation manager should issue a verbal warning and remind
the tenant of his obligations under the RTA. This should be followed by a written
warning advising the tenant that further incidents could result in termination of the
tenancy.

I draw to the attention of the House that for seven years, during which I have had
numerous contacts with the Mirrabooka Homeswest office, when tenants have been in
arrears paying their rent, the Homeswest Mirrabooka office has given my constituents the
opportunity to enter into an arrangement to pay that debt. No eviction under section 64
of the RTA has occurred as a result of rental arrears. I have the utmost respect for the
Mirrabooka, Homeswest office, and I congratulate the regional manager, the
parliamentary liaison officer and the staff for their commitment to the community and for
their compassionate outlook in all cases I have presented to them. I am extremely
confident that the Mirrabooka Homeswest office would not make use of section 64 of the
RTA, without much research and that it would be done only as a last resort. However,
there are instances where section 64 is the only alternative, and I support its use where an
antisocial family is causing much heartbreak, continuous terror, vandalism, and physical
and emotional abuse in the community. I refer to letters which have been received in my
office over the past few months so that members may understand why section 64 must
remain and be used in such cases of antisocial behaviour. Two weeks ago, I received a
letter from a Homeswest tenant who has resided in Koondoola for the past four and a half
years and who states that she will not give her address because she is frightened of the
repercussions. She states that she lives with her young children and has lived at that
address happily for most of that time but has now had enough and wants a transfer out
unless something can be done. She states that on 15 February, her neighbour over the
road was bailed up and verbally abused by about 20 people for nearly half an hour, and
she was absolutely terrified. She states that she and her children cannot walk to the shops
without seeing this particular family with their bottles of substance, and when they are
asked for money or cigarettes and say they do not have any, they get abused. She states
that her 13 year old son will not even walk to the shop alone after being assaulted by two
members of this family, and that he is still seeing a psychiatrist, who is also sending in a
letter on her son's behalf. She states that nearly everyone she knows in Koondoola has
had enough of this family and that as a resident of this suburb she would like something
done about this family so that she, her children and the other residents of Koondoola can
enjoy living in this area again.
Another letter which I have received is from a tenant at the Koondoola Plaza shopping
centre, who states that he would like to express his opinion about this family; over the
past three years he has experienced numerous problems, such as windows being broken
on many occasions, and members of the family stealing from various shops in the centre,
sniffing glue in the shopping centre, harassing customers, using abusive language,
begging for money, and vandalising parked cars in the shopping centre. The tenant states
that the problems which have been experienced are not one-off occasions but tenants are
faced with these problems day after day, and when they have informed the correct
authorities in the past, very little or no action has been taken to rectify the problem. The
tenant states in conclusion that it will be only a matter of time before they have a serious
accident in that shopping centre involving this family and residents of this area.
Another letter which I received draws attention to some of the problems that children are
facing in the suburb of Koondoola because certain sections of the community are
harassing children going to and from school and the local shopping centre. I have
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received 18 letters from constituents in just over two months complaining about this
family. That is not good enough. That is why this family must be removed from that
community as soon as possible.
One of the disappointments of my position as a member of Parliament is the instances of
antisocial behaviour which come across my desk from day to day. I know that some of
my colleagues do not agree with me in regard to section 64, but many of my colleagues
do agree with me; and those colleagues who have seats in working class areas naturally
would agree that without section 64, our suburbs would be in absolute turmoil. I will
never condone, and would only condemn, Homeswest using section 64 to evict people for
rental arrears, because rental arrears can always be accommodated. A person can always
come to an arrangement, and in the seven years that I have been a member of Parliament
I have never known anyone who could not sit down with Homeswest and say, "I will pay
so much a month to pay off my arrears." That is not the problem. The problem is
antisocial behaviour, where people must lock themselves in their homes at night in fear,
are abused in their own street, or are threatened by, "If you go to the authorities, I will get
your car, or I will get your children on the way to school." No-one deserves to live in
that way. I do not apologise for saying that I support that part of the Act which ensures
that people who indulge in antisocial behaviour are removed from Homeswest homes in
my electorate.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie) [3.56 pm]: I take this opportunity as the shadow Minister
for Racing and Gaming to deal in some detail with a decision that may be forthcoming - I
say "m"because I understand it is being reconsidered - for the Western Australian Turf
Club to move its drug analysis program from the racing chemistry laboratory at the
Chemistry Centre WA to the racing laboratory in Sydney that is run by the Australian
Jockey Club. That proposal has received some publicity over the past week or so.
Essentially, at least according to the publicity, the difference in dollar terms between the
AIC proposal and the Western Australian racing chemistry laboratory proposal may be as
much as $200 000 a year, however, my understanding is that the saving is likely to be
closer to $40 000 a year.
To give members some idea of the importance of the racing chemistry laboratory to
Western Australia, I am told that in 1994-95, the Western Australian Turf Club
comprised 60 per cent of its client revenue base, the Western Australian Trotting
Association just over 30 per cent and the Western Australian Greyhound Racing
Association about 9 per cent, with the remainder being spread across various industry
groups. There is no doubt that if the decision by the Tuirf Club to remove 60 per cent of
the client revenue base from that laboratory were followed through, it would substantially
undermine the work of that laboratory, its standing and its ability to do the job that it is
required to do.
One may ask how this will come about. The McCarrey report volume two, deals at page
346 with the chemical laboratory in Western Australia and states -

The Chemistry Centre employs 150 staff and currently provides investigative and
routine chemical analysis to government agencies, private industry and the
general public ...
We are informed by the industry that all of the services provided by the Centre
are readily available from the private sector. However, the Centre is protected
from competition as government agencies are not free to use private laboratories.
The Centre also does not charge government agencies on a full cost recovery
basis ...
The Commission believes that in order to mnaximise efficiency the Centre should
be required to operate on a commercial basis and be subjected to competition.
This could be achieved through corporatising the Centre and subjecting its
activities to competitive tendering and contracting.
The Commission's consultants have advised that savings of up to $6 million a
year could be realised through competitive tendering of the Centre's activities.
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Associated changes in the Centre's operations would include:
* government agencies being free to obtain competitive services from either

the corporatised chemical laboratories group or from private enterprise;
and

* the Chemical Centre operating on user pays principles.
While corporatisation would realise some important efficiency benefits, the
Commission believes that the greatest efficiency benefits would be attained from
privatising the Centre's operations.
Privatisation has some additional benefits in terms of enabling the State to avoid
the majority of the $67m capital expenditure on the proposed new chemistry
centre.

The essence of that and one of the consequences of those recommendations is that the
racing chemistry laboratory was in fact corporatised. There was enormous pressure on
the laboratory to privatise its activities and we have a situation where that laboratory is
under enormous pressure to operate on a cost-recovery basis. The Government is no
longer prepared to give any direct financial support to what is regarded by many people
who understand the situation as probably the best racing chemistry laboratory almost
anywhere in the world today.
One of the problems we face is that because of that decision to corporatise the laboratory,
it is no longer able to compete as effectively and efficiently as it did with the other
laboratories around Australia. It is no longer in a position to be able to come down with
requirements that are as mean and lean as some of the laboratories in the other States.
However, the consequence is that if the Turf Club were to send its work to the AJC in
Sydney, undoubtedly the racing chemistry laboratory in Western Australia and its future
would be under a big black cloud.
The chemistry laboratory gets some equipment from the codes and all the costs of
equipment, rent, sales and research are recovered directly from the racing codes. The
estimated cost of running the laboratory is $800 000 per annum. That is not a grand sum
by any standards. If we do lose the local racing laboratory, horseracing and racing circles
in general in Western Australia will no longer have local advice on drug testing matters.
We will see a low priority for local drug problems and the issues associated with them.
We will see a lack of priority for sample testing as far as the industry is concerned.
There will be no oncourse testing to meet specific problems. For example, if there were a
nobbling ring at a racetrack it would be very difficult to track down those responsible and
act immediately to deal with it, because effectively we will have no oncourse testing to
deal with those problems.
The other big issue is testing for what is called protein hormones. I understand that
hormones, such as ACTH, erythropoietin, growth hormones, HCG and endorphins would
be much more difficult to trace than is currently the case. In addition, we would have to
deal with a variety of problems associated with sending samples to other States. There is
the cost of sending the samples, there may be problems with lost samples, compliance
with air freight regulations, such as packaging requirements, and the chain of custody
that is often necessary when dealing with legal matters associated with drug testing and
the like. There may also be a problem with sample security and sample degradation.
In relation to sample degradation, the urine from the horses would be sent to the Eastern
States by air. I am told that there is a problem with drugs degrading over that period.
They can be affected by things such as temperatures - freezing and then thawing. It has
been demonstrated that drugs such as testosterone and nortestosterone become
undetectable when sent from one laboratory to another. Thus, these may be difficult to
find when samples go to the Eastern States. Similarly, control quantities are difficult to
establish if there are time delays in some of these areas.
Racing laboratories are quite common in Australia. New South Wales, Queensland,
Victoria and Western Australia all have racing laboratories. The States and Territories
without the laboratories are South Australia and Tasmania and the Northern Territory.
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The States with the effective and efficient racing laboratories are best able to control the
drug problems that can always exist in the racing industry. If the racing laboratory is
undermined in the sense of this program of commercialisation and perhaps privatisation
leading to the decision that is currently under consideration to move drug testing to the
Eastern States, we will have a very serious problem here. There have been instances
where Eastern States laboratories have failed to confirm the presence of drugs in samples
that have been found positive in Western Australia. I am told there was a very recent
case, where flunixen was not detected in a blood sample in a case where it was known
that the horse was injected four hours prior to sampling.
It is worth noting also that the Western Australian Trotting Association is not satisfied
with the quality of services received from Eastern States laboratories. I believe it has
reversed its practice of sending positive samples to the Eastern States for confirmation. It
has amended its rules to ensure that confirmation is carried out by the racing chemistry
laboratory here in Western Australia. Another effect of this decision to send the swabs to
an eastern states laboratory, if it is followed through by the Turf Club, would be that the
drug evaluation program would no longer be funded. This could have quite serious
consequences for the protection of the betting public in this State. There is no doubt that
this drug evaluation research program has been very effective in Western Australia in
providing the means for detecting a range of low-dose steroids and anti-inflammatory
drugs and narcotics, which in many cases might still be used in racing in Western
Australia if the drug evaluation program undertaken by the laboratory comes to a halt.
I believe the AJC in Sydney does not have a program of the same quality or intensity as
that which operates here. Consequently it has not been anywhere near as effective in
detection of new drugs as has the laboratory in Western Australia. I understand that the
Victorian laboratory is restricted by law from initiating such drug evaluation programs
and the research associated with them. It therefore seems handly likely that any further
investigation into the new low-dose drugs will receive any great attention in the
foreseeable future in the Eastern States laboratories if the drug evaluation program in
Western Australia were to collapse. I am also concerned that the WATC samples will
not receive the same priority in Eastern States laboratories as they currently receive in
Western Australia. This has already been demonstrated and there is no reason to suggest
that the situation will change. For racing, racehorse owners and trainers and others
involved that will mean delays in receiving reports from the laboratories.
The other concern that people involved in racing should have, particularly the betting
public, is that the frequent liaison between the chairman of stewards in Western
Australia, the security officers associated with the Turf Club and the laboratory, which
has been very effective and influential over recent years in countering drug problems on a
wide basis, may be put under a great deal of strain. It is not feasible to have the same sort
of liaison over a telephone or by way of fax as happens face to face, which is currently
the case between the chairman of stewards and security officers involved in the racing
industry and the drug laboratory at the Chemistry Centre (WA). Local drug abuse
problems in the racing industry require on the spot advice that can be handled
satisfactorily only when people are in close and direct contact with the laboratory in
Western Australia, as is currently the case. Some of the mnore technical issues relate to
the elective testing services for drugs such as methylprednisolone. Those services will
not be available to trainers, and a service the Turf Club has regarded as being important
for implementing the rules of racing will become impossible to provide if the racing
chemistry laboratory in Western Australia collapses.
The transportation of samples to the Eastern States may cause difficulties in testing,
especially samples from the north west of the State, due to the additional time that is
involved before the samples arrive at the laboratory. No matter what precautions are
taken, the longer the sample takes to reach its destination, the greater the likelihood of
drugs resisting detection. This is particularly so now that the major problems are low
dose drugs such as narcotics, steroids arnd anti-inflammatory drugs that can be used
unlawfully in the racing industry. In particular that has been demonstrated with a drug
called dexamethasone. One of the problems with sample degradation in the urine that is
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sent to the laboratory for examination is that it contains bacteria. Over a period thosebacteria will grow and the sample effectively becomes dirty and substances which areproduced in the sample can interfere with drug detection. That is not just a matter oftime, but of temperature control and the like, to make sure that problem does not appeartime and time again. People involved in the industry and drug detection say that sendingthe samples to the Eastern States for testing will substantially impact on these sorts ofproblems that are always associated with checking for drugs in any sample. It seems thatthe Turf Club does not have sufficient concern for these sorts of problems. It maydismiss these as only technical problems, without sufficient concern for the consequencesof travel and time on the ability to detect drugs in samples.
Another concern that has been raised is that the Eastern States laboratory might not beinterested in testing the samples taken from jockeys, which are different samples. Thatinvolves checking whether any jockeys are abusing drugs. These samples are taken insports generally. They ensure that jockeys are not involved in drugs and can beconsidered beyond reproach in the racing industry.
There are many reasons the analysis swabs should continue to be undertaken in WesternAustralia at the racing chemistry laboratory, rather than sent off to the Eastern States as asupposedly cheaper approach. This is not so much a problem with the Turf Club but,mnore importantly, a problem, once again, in the way this Government has approached theissue of commercialisation and privatisation with no consideration of the downside ofthose decisions. The comnmercialisation approach recommended by the McCarreycommittee for the racing chemistry laboratory will create a situation where the laboratorywill be unable to do the important drug evaluation programs it has undertaken for'sometime. The jobs of at least seven people employed in that laboratory will be under threat.That laboratory is regarded in racing circles in Australia and elsewhere in the world asleading the field in drug evaluation, testing and detection. That laboratory cannot beeasily dismissed. It is critical for the Government to wake up to itself and ensure that thislaboratory survives. The only way it will survive is if it is given support to continue toprovide drug testing for the Turf Club. The Turf Club must be convinced that, for thesake of $40 000 or perhaps even less that it costs to send its drug samples to the EasternStates, it will be better for the industry to maintain the laboratory in Western Australia. Ifnot, it will be doing a grave disservice to racing in Western Australia.
A better service is available in Western Australia. We have an on the spot drugevaluation service, which is absolutely essential to effective drug monitoring in theracing industry. The betting public and people with a genuine interest in racing in thisState are entitled to the high standard quality protection that has been available throughthe racing chemistiy laboratory. The Turf Club cannot expect the same sort of priorityfrom an eastern states' laboratory. There is no doubt that the sorts of consequences that Ihave raised today will raise their ugly heads should the decision be made to push thistesting program off to an eastern states' laboratory.
To add to the concerns that have been raised with me within the industry, I have seen areport that has gone to the Turf Club committee from its veterinarian. That vet advisedthe Turf Club committee as follows -

The following aspects should be considered if analyses are done interstate.
(i) Expert analytical witnesses at inquiries.
One or two expert analytical witnesses attend our inquiries. Flying witnessesfrom interstate involves a cost and the required people may not always beavailable. We average between 8-10 'positives' per year. Some involve
adjournments and the trainer usually appeals.

There could be a real problem obtaining those analytical witness from the Eastern Statesto appear not once or twice, but time and again at inquiries in Western Australia. Heraises the problem of TC0 2 analysis and states -
TC02 levels in blood samples deteriorate with time and transport Sendingsamples interstate, and then referee samples onto another state for confirmation
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would be pointless. In my opinion neither the "Top Villain" nor "Palareign"
TC02 analyses would have been confirmed under the above regime. In WA only
the RCL operates the 'BECKMAN Elise' instrument to the required standard.

That is an accredited standard in these analyses that is required by the courts in order to
prove that the sample of TCO2 was indeed a problem.
He mentions the transportation of samples and states -

Large numbers of individually packed and sealed swab cans (approx. 40 per
week) must be kept frozen to avoid deterioration during transport. They must be
guaranteed of prompt delivery to an interstate laboratory to fit in with that
laboratory's weekly routine battery of tests. Delays in arrival would mean delays
in clearances. Guaranteed overnight delivery may be expensive.

His next concern is pre-race elective testing. He states -

This service would be restricted by the time, cost and transport constraints
involved in getting them interstate. In 1994 there were 26 elective tests
performed for a variety of therapeutic drugs. Four were. positive.

It concludes with what he says are problem drugs in Western Australia. To continue -

All States have problem drugs peculiar to their area. We require the ability to
investigate them. I believe this is the main reason Victoria, NSW and Queensland
each operate their own laboratories.

If the racing industry in Western Australia is to stand on its own two feet and clearly
show to the people who are part of, and who bet in, that industry that everything is above
board, there is an absolute responsibility to ensure this laboratory will continue to be used
and that it survives. If it were not for the drug evaluation program of this laboratory and
the work it undertook, the drug commonly known as elephant juice, used in racing in
years gone by in Western Australia, would not have been detected. The racing chemistry
laboratory here did the work to ensure that was the case.

Mir Marshall: Where did you get that from?
Mir TAYLOR: I am not saying I got it, but it would be handy sometimes!

Mr Day: For what?
Mr TAYLOR: To get one going!
Mr Day: It would do more than get you going!

Mr TAYLOR: The Government and the Minister for Racing and Gaming cannot ignore
the consequences of the Western Australian Turf Club taking its drug program to the
Eastern States. The racing industry in Western Australia is a very big and important
industry. It will always be subject to problems associated with drug abuse and people
trying to gain an advantage over others by what they can produce firom their horses. Part
of the advantage for some people can be obtained by the use of illegal drugs. They will
not disappear, they will always be a problem in the racing industry. In that sense, the
drug problem must be dealt with here in Western Australia.

I encourage the Minister for Racing and Gaming and the Government to re-examine the
commercialisation of the racing chemistry laboratory and the consequences of that
program. That consequence could mean drug testing goes to the Eastern States and, as a
result, 60 per cent of the client revenue base at the laboratory will disappear.
Undoubtedly that will result in the collapse of that laboratory. That would be a very
severe and adverse consequence for the entire racing indastry in this State. We have not
only a very good and trustworthy racing chemistry laboratory, but also one whose drug
evaluation programs and drug testing work leads the way in Australia. We are not
talking about a run-of-the-mill program, we are talking about one that leads the way in
Australia. The people who work there regularly produce papers at international meetings
on drug evaluation. This is a matter of real consequence to the racing industry. The
potential outcome of that commercialisation cannot be ignored I urge the Minister and
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the Government to re-examine this issue and ensure that the Turf Club does not send itsdrug testing program to an eastern states' laboratory.
MIRS van de KLASHORST (Swan Hills) [4.24 pm]: Tourism in the Perth hils willsoon be to the fore in people's minds and is something members Will hear much about inthe future. People in the Mundaring and Kalamunda. areas have had a survey undertakenabout the possibility of this area becoming one of the major tourist centres close to Perth.Swan Hills, which I represent, is an extremely valuable area because it is one of the city'smajor tourist attractions. The people of Kalamunda and Mundaring have now joinedforces to create what they call the Perth hills tourism area. Like the Swan Valley, thehills area is only 30 minutes from the city centre and 15 minutes from the major airportsand is therefore somewhere people can visit on a one day basis. The hills contain manynatural parks, and have a rich history of natural recreational facilities where people canwyalk, drive or just sit. Among the hills is a concentration of tourists and craftsmen and asignificant output of natural products. The area has massive potential.
The tourist potential survey indicated that people want it to remain as it is now andinvolve tourism of an ecological nature which appreciates its primary natural features. Itshould also allow people to use some of the existing facilities such as the natural and manmade watercourses. The whole terrain and forest area is completely natural bushland towhich people from Perth can drive within 30 minutes. Included among the hills touristfeatures are the John Forrest national park, Mundaring Weir, Lake Leschenaultia, theMundaring and Kalamunda townsites, and Bickley Valley. All those places are within ashort distance from Perth. However, without damaging any of the natural environmentwe must provide facilities which will encourage tourists to visit. If tourists are on'a daytour there must be somewhere they can stop, have a drink, and use public toilets. Theremust be some way of changing the landscape with minimal damage so that people canrely on tourist facilities.
The Mundaring Tourist Association has been in contact with me about a gentleman whois trying to develop horse-walk trails through the weir area. The Department of'Conservation and Land Management and the Environmental Protection Authority haveboth said they will not allow it simply because it does not fit in with the ecology of thearea.
Mr Taylor: That is where our water comes from.
Mrs van de KLASHQRST: That is true. CALM has many buildings and uses toilets inthe water catchment area. I am asking the Government to examine ways that tourism canbe developed in those areas without creating land degradation. CALM, the EPA, theMinister for Planning and the Minister for Tourism need to get together and work outhow tourists can visit the area without that affecting the environment. This is one ofthose areas that will require much consideration with the aim of striking a balance.
These days toilets which use chemical disposal are available. A place on the way to theMundaring Weir where a woman has been growing lavender for a number of years, hasopened as a tearooms. She has a major problem of disposing of her water and effluent.The Minister for Health has allowed her to put in a "closed circuit" toilet system where,rather than the effluent being leaked into the ground, it can be carted away. TheGovernment must look at some areas in Western Australia similar to Mundaring Weirand change some of the rules and regulations to allow people to use these areas as touristprecincts without upsetting the ecology. There are cattle about 350 metres from one partof the Helena River, and the Swan Valley and Helena Brook areas have horses. Horsesand cattle can live alongside waterholes and river systems. There must be a policy whichcan be worked out to protect and preserve the scenic and environmental aspects of thearea, but still allow people to use the area for recreation and enjoy the numerous wonders
of the hills.
The Mundaring Tourist Association has asked the Minister for Transport to considerupgrading some of the roads in the area - I will approach the Minister about this - so thatcars can have easy access and, therefore, tourists will be encouraged. Another matterabout which I will approach the Minister for Transport is a tourist rail link along the old
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railway reserve. When I was 17 1 used to go on family picnics along the railway which
went right through to the John Forrest national park. We used to catch a train to the
national park and spend the day there, and then catch a train back to Fremantle where we
lived. These are some of the issues we as a Government should consider.
Dr Turnbull: When there is a fast train to Northamn it can stop and drop people off there.
Mrs van de KLASHORST: It could not, because the track for the fast train to Northam
will be about 12 kilometres away from this track. The Mundaring Tourist Association
thinks the Government should consider putting in a tourist railway. We could even be
more innovative than that and introduce some type of four-wheel drive vehicle. The
association will approach the Government and seek this type of innovative thinking for
the future to allow people from Perth to spend days in the hills. The association has been
in contact with some of the tourist bus operators. It will seek to have the roads upgraded
so the buses can get to the outer areas to allow people to enjoy some of the beauty of the
hills.
Another matter about which we are approaching the Department of Conservation and
Land Management is non-vehicle 'trails. The Bibbulmun track is one such track, and
there are plenty of areas in the hills where other tracks could be planned. A coordinated
and cooperative approach is required between all levels of government, all departments,
the community and private enterprise so the hills can be a nature based tourist area.
I indicate to the Minister for Energy that the area will need a consistent electricity supply,
not only for the people living there, but for tourist operators. Operators of cafes,
restaurants and tearooms, for example, will require a continuous electricity supply to
cater for the tourists if the area is developed. It is well known that people in the hills
area, especially in Gidgegannup and some of the areas further out, have problems with
their power supply. The inister has spent a day in the area with shire representatives
and the member for Darling Range. He looked at the problems and advised that one of
the major initiatives of the Government, which is being undertaken at the moment, is a
tree pruning program throughout the hills area. Western Power informed me that there
are 300 kms of high voltage power throughout the hills area, and three times that much in
above ground wires for low voltage plus the electricity which goes to homes. It is a
massive area of power which must be addressed.
Western Power has said that it will consider putting in aerial bundle cable for the hills
area over a long period. I urge the Government to consider this proposal seriously, as it
did with the Perth sewerage plan. The Government set out a 10 year plan to address the
Perth sewerage system. I ask the Government to work on a forward thinking basis and
devise a plan for the entire hills area so that all wires above ground are aerial bundle
cable to stop many of the dropouts which occur. I ask the Minister to work towards that.
Even if it takes 10 years, we must make a start.
Dr Turnbull: Even if those to whom the electricity is transmitted contribute towards that
Cost.
Mrs van de KLASHORST: They will have to contribute something towards the cost.
Dr Watson: User pays - that's what you are all about.

Mrs van de KLASHORST: Yes, partly user pays. One of thle matters Western Power
must remember when it takes into consideration the aerial bundle cables is that many
people in the outer metropolitan area do not have any water supply, and have power
pumps from their rainwater tanks into their home.
Mr Prince: So do people in the country.
Mrs van de KLASHORST: Yes. When the power drops out they lose their water supply.
During the storms in May last year many people had to go to their local creek with
buckets to keep up their water supply for the six or seven days they were without power.
Those people should be given priority when Western Power installs bundle cabling
throughout the hills area.
I ask the Government to do two things for the area: First, that it consider the way tourism

4306 [ASSEMBLY]



[Thursday, 25 May 1995]
development can occur in the bills without affecting the ecology or upsetting the natureof the area; and second, that it look towards a long term program of aerial bundle cabling,funded and costed, so that people in the hills area can be assured of a continuous supplyof electricity, tourism can be developed, and the residents of the area can benefit.
MR LEAHY (Northern Rivers) [4.37 pm]: I will touch on three subjects which affectmy electorate: Two affect country Western Australia and one affects specifically thewomen and children of my home town of Carnarvon. The most important issue overall isthe production and distribution of liquefied petroleum gas. There has been only oneproducer of LPG in Western Australia until recently; that is, the BP Refinery (Kwinana)Pty Ltd. BHP Petroleum Pty Ltd has now brought on stream its production centre atOnslow. Unfortunately, because of that situation over a number of years, a nearmonopoly has developed in this State in which Kleenheat Gas has 75 to 80 per cent of themarket, and the balance of 20 to 25 per cent of the market is shared between otherdistributors, the largest of which is probably CIG which now goes under the name ofBOC Gases Australia Limited.
Because of that near monopoly there has been very little competition in the market.Unfortunately, our prices have been far higher than, and our competition has laggedbehind, the Eastern States, particularly Melbourne; at times Western Australia's price is100 a litre higher. Country Western Australia does not have the advantages of Perth inthat it does not have reticulated natural gas. All country towns with the possibleexception of Bunbury and Geraldton, which I could not confirm, rely on bottled gas.Bottled gas is the same product; it is predominantly propane gas. That market is alsodominated by Kleenheat. Because of that situation, the price is far higher than it shouldbe.
Producers Australia wide have argued that they set their prices with parity to overseasprices, specifically that available to producers in Saudi Arabia. The reason for that is thatthe producers in Australia can export the product or sell it on the domestic market;therefore, they would be depriving their shareholders of profits if they were to subsidisethe product on the Australian market and not export it at the true price. One canunderstand that argument, and I do not resile from it. It is a good thing that we pay theparity price for gas. The energy source must be protected.
The situation is that normally the price of gas will increase by up to 70 in winter in thenorthern hemisphere and that is reflected in the price of gas in the Eastern States.Obviously, it is not winter in the northern hemisphere now, but the price of gas inWestern Australia continues to increase and recently consumers were inflicted withanother 40 a litre increase which takes the price of gas well over 109! above the price ofthe same product on the eastern seaboard. The high price of gas in the north of the Stateimpacts on tourists from the eastern seaboard. People who travel around Australiacomplain that they are being ripped off by the operators of service stations in the north ofthis State. Of course, the service station operators are paying a higher price for the gasbecause of the transport costs.
I come now to what I consider is a rorting of the system by Kleenheat Gas. When BHPPetroleum Pty Ltd called tenders to supply gas out of Onslow, Kleenheat Gas grabbedthat contract in toto. Having been granted the contract Kleenheat should have taken theopportunity to distribute the gas to all the service stations in the north west. What does itdo? It carts the gas to Perth and to Darwin and then it is transported back to the outlets inthe north west The wholesale price of gas ex Perth to any north west location is 350 perlitre, but the cost to the consumer is at least 430 because it costs 80 per litre to transportit. Why should this be the case when the gas is right on their doorstep? It is an absolutecrying shame and something should be done to make sure that the people in the north ofthe State do not continue to be ripped off in this fashion.
I recently contacted the Prices Surveillance Authority to ask it what it had done about thissituation and was informed that it had conducted three inquiries. It was very concernedabout the apparent high price and underproduction compared with the demand. Thesmaller distributors must access up to 15 per cent of their supplies from Adelaide and
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Melbourne. As a result the wholesale price is inflated and when it is distributed to
country outlets in Western Australia it is necessary to sell it at a higher price to the
consumer. The Prices Surveillance Authority was aware that BHP Petroleum had called
tenders and that Kleenheat Gas had won the tender for the purchase of gas from Onslow.
However, it could not work out why it paid a higher price for the gas than the price on the
world market. The only conclusion one can reach is that it does that to maintain its
monopoly of the market. The consumers who have spent money to convert their vehicles
to gas are not the only people affected. Every household in country Western Australia
that does not have reticulated gas is affected. Every gas bottle that country Western
Australians purchase costs twice as much as it would if the gas were distributed directly
from the source in the north of the State. It is incumbent upon companies like Kleenheat,
or its parent company Wesfarmers limited, to make sure it does the right thing by
country Western Australians. It certainly is not doing that now.

For members who are interested, the world parity price for liquefied petroleum gas has
been as high as 160 per litre, but it is now 11.50. One would be stretched to buy that
product in country Western Australia under 450 a litre. The retailer is being charged 350
a litre and it costs up to 80 a litre to have it carted to their premises. The wholesale price
can be 430 or more for a product which costs 11. 50 on the world market. It is a disgrace
that the gas is being carted from the north of the State to the metropolitan area and back
to the north and the consumers there have to cop this sort of treatment from a major
Western Australian company.
I also spoke to other distributors including BOC Gases Australia Limited to ascertain
what they are doing to generate competition in the north. BOC assured me that it
tendered for the gas supplied from Onslow, but because it did not have the required
number of outlets in the north of the State it would not have been able to utilise all the
gas. Consequently, its tender was not accepted. To an extent I think it was outsmarted
because it did not expect Kleenheat Gas to submit a tender which reflected a higher price
for gas than the world parity price. Its tender was probably around the parity price. I
cannoi blame Kleenheat for what it did, but it should at least use the gas to service the
north west customers rather than cart it to Perth. The people in the north should be
advantaged, not disadvantaged, by having a product on their doorstep.

I will take this matter further. Thankfully, the Prices Surveillance Authority is
investigating the matter and I hope it will bring some pressure to bear to inject some
sense into the Western Australian market. Very soon this State will have the largest
production of [PG in the southern hemisphere and the people in the north should benefit
from it. This impacts greatly on the people in the north. The metropolitan market is not
affected to any great extent because of the demand and the competition which manages to
keep the price at about 3001 a litre.

The next issue of concern to families in Carnarvon is the lack of resources to establish a
refuge centre for women and children who are the victims of domestic violence. The
Gascoyne crisis centre committee, which comprises predominantly women, was
established in 1992 to seek financial assistance for a refuge centre through the
Department for Community Development. The committee was strongly supported by the
DCD in Carnarvon as well as by the regional office in Geraldton. It was given a
commitment prior to the 1993 election by the then Premier Carmen Lawrence that such a
facility would be funded. Unfortunately, this Government has not met that commitment
and the women in the group were told that insufficient data and statistics were available
to determine whether Carnarvon needed such a Centre.

For those who do not know, Carnarvon is one of the largest and most remote towns in
regional Western Australia. The nearest large country town is Geraldton, which is 500
kilomnetres away, and it is 900 kmn from Perth. It has a population of about 8 000 people,
of whom about 2 500 are Aboriginal. Reports from the Department of Community
Welfare have shown that those in the Aboriginal community and those in the low
socioeconomic strata are more prone to domestic violence. One would then assume, and
I think it is quite realistic, that the incidence of domestic violence in Carnarvon is quite
high. In fact, the department has one request each week from women who require
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relocation. I would say that that is the tip of the iceberg, as it is in other towns. Withoutimmediate access to a refuge, many of those women do not wait for the department'soffice to open the next day to report domestic violence and tend to let it slide.
Mr Prince: This matter was brought to my attention yesterday when the Aboriginal taskforce convened in Perth for the first time. It is being inquired into presently by mydepartment.
Mr LEAHY: It is a situation that has been allowed to run on for too long. It is an urgentneed. The people of Carnarvon see the facilities provided to other country towns. Thenearest comparison is Geraldton, which has four or five facilities such as women's andyouths' refuges. On the other hand, Carnarvon has nothing; nor does it have what onewould expect it to have - a sobering-up centre. Such a centre could relieve some of thepressure when someone is picked up for drunkenness or being under the influence. Theycan be taken to a sobering-up centre rather than being sent home where the majority ofthese problems arise. I am pleased to hear from the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs thatthat is being looked at, and I look forward to the day - as would a number of women andchildren in Carnarvon - when that is up and running.
Te latsbjetIwn oadeshsbe oee ut extensively over the past fewweksbymycoleagues the m er fo PlaandAhburton; that is, the patients'

ss s te tvel sc heme I c anno co cl ud ti sp e h w hot commenting further on thatsheme Te scheme has prvided manopouitefr country Western Australians
to get dwn t Pert o re onal cente to seek meial atntion that is not available intheir ton. Althouh the arument has been put foradb h iitrfrHat nsmmebers of the Naonal Party that thes chages to the scheme will provide thenecessary funding to bring more visiting specialists to country Westemn Australia, theyhave failed to convince anyone in the country that that will happen, because people willalways need to go to Perth and to regional centres to be treated. A large number ofpeople will not be able to be treated in their home town and they will now receivesignificantly less assistance. In fact, in most cases they will receive about half of whatthey were receiving and in some cases they will get nothing when in the past theyreceived $30 or $35. If those people are on a pension or have a health benefit card andconstantly have to seek medical attention or treatment, they will not be able to afford it; itis as simple as that. I do not know of any pensioner in my electorate who can afford topay $25 to $30 a month to seek medical treatment, and I have a number of such people inmy electorate who regularly have to travel to Perth for treatment.

A statement has been made that the $25 contribution can be waived. There has not beenany announcement to say that the allowance will revert back to 150 a kilometre.However, the patients of course will have to go cap in hand to the PATS clerk to say howbroke they are so that they can access a meagre amount to get to Perth. That is notsatisfactory. We should not be treating sick, aged and frail people in that way. It isabsolutely disgraceful that country members on the other side of this Chamber havesupported these changes and have not made it blatantly clear to the Health Minister thatthey will not cop it. We have said previously that these same changes - the so-calledreforms - were proposed when the Labor Party was in government. They werestrenuously resisted by the country members on this side of the House and we carried theday. There are far more country members on the other side of this House at the momentthan there was when we were in government. Yet their voices carry no weightwhatsoever. If they were doing their job, their constituents would not be treated in thisway. Members opposite should think about this, reflect on it, and go back to the Ministerand convince him that he should not be treating country Western Australians, those most
in ned th sik ad fril nd hos onhealh bneft crds- inthewaytha heis.Ihope that in the next couple of weeks we may see a change of mind on the part of theMinister. I live in hope: The Minister may come back and say that he has thought it overand will be abandoning this move.

DR TURNBULL (Collie) [4.55 pm]: I have four issues to address in relation to myelectorate of Collie, which stretches from Boddington to Boyup Brook to Greenbushesand Donnybrook. The first issue relates to the Mines Inspectorate. The Western
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Australian Government has made a very good decision in moving the Mines Inspectorate
from Perth to Collie. This is a true recognition of decentralisation and regional
development. The mines inspectors should not be based in Perth; they should be based
out in the country where the mines that they inspect are located. The reason that Collie
has been designated as the site of the new Mines Inspectorate for the southern mining
region of Western Australia is because it is central. As the member of Parliament for that
area I believe that this is an extremely good decision on the part of the Department of
Minerals and Energy. It truly recognises that if one measures the distance from Collie to
Perth, from Collie to Albany, from Collie to Beenup, fromn Collie to Capel or from Collie
to Boddington, one sees that Collie is the centre of that big mining region.

The new Mines Inspectorate office in Collie will consist of eight positions: The
environmental officer, the occupational health and safety officer, the electrical inspector,
the machinery inspector, two district inspectors who are mining engineers, and the
regional engineer who will be the overall manager of the office and the inspectorate. It
will also include the workers' inspector, who is elected by the workers in the coalmines.
The establishment of this position is one of the reasons why the Western Australian
coalmining industry has had a very, good safety record in relation to fatalities. This new
office will conduct, and is conducting, the work of the inspectorate at a very high level of
efficiency.
I must make mention of the comments made by the Opposition's spokesperson on labour
relations and productivity in another place, who cast very great aspersions against the
Mines Inspectorate. Those comments were made in the House this week and were
reported in our local newspaper. They have been very strongly refuted by the mining
companies and by everyone involved in the mining industry. Unfortunately, when deaths
occur in the mining industry sometimes they are related to human error - the error of the
person who is killed. The Opposition spokesperson on labour relations and productivity
should have taken more notice of local conditions before she cast aspersions on the
Mines Inspectorate. The placement of the Mines Inspectorate in Collie is recognition that
Collie is the centre of the mining area in the south west, and that flows through into many
other areas of regional activity.

I turn now to tourism. Because of its distance from Perth, only 200 kilometres, Collie is
in a very good position for tourists to take a two day trip from Perth. I have said on a
number of occasions that Collie can rival Margaret River as a tourist destination, and I
will not expand on that point now.

I also wish to address the future outlook for coal in Western Australia and its part in the
power generation industry. Last Friday in Collie I attended the coal outlook conference
which was opened and chaired by the Minister for Resources Development, Hon Colin
Barnett. Optimistic statements were made by the Minister and Des Kelly, the head of the
Department of Resources Development. A strong statement was also made by the coal
mining industries as reported in the local newspaper today. The article quotes Mike
Lowry, the Managing Director of Griffin Coal, and reads -

Speaking at the Coal Outlook Conference in Collie, Mr Lowry said there is
insufficient planning data available in the coal mining industry ...

'What are the Government plans for privatisation? This is a very important
planning factor for Collie", he said.

Mr Lowry said there is a genuine desire on the part of the coal mining industry to
be competitive, but it is incumbent on government to provide information.

"We need information not over a two year time span, but over a 10 to 15 year
time span", he said ...

'We want a level playing field in situ. We don't want to see a coal fired power
station shuffled down the pack while gas covertly takes the market.

That is a serious issue which must be addressed. How can investors in capital
requirements to develop the two new coal mines in Collie invest confidently when they
have no idea of the total amount of coal that will be needed from the mines in a certain
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time frame; that is, year by year. The Western Power paper at the coal conference,
"Perspectives for Coal", addressed the current coal contracts. The amount of coal
contracted in 1995-96 is 4.5 million tonnes but by the year 1998-99 the contracts will
amount to 4.2 million tonnes. That will continue to the year 2002-03. After that, the
contract amounts will decrease to the year 2008-10. It is sure that the requirements for
coal in Western Australia for power generation in particular will increase because the
Western Power projection is that by the year 2002 coal will represent 37 per cent of the
total energy requirement for its generating capacity, while gas will be 32 per cent. One
area will require either gas or coal, and 11 per cent of the total requirement for fuel for
power generation has not yet been determined. The year 2002 is only eight years away,
and by the time we proceed with the development of coalmines, and invest the huge
amount of capital required, we will need to know the coal requirements in the year 2002.
The Government's position is to say that it will let that swing so that it can pick up
another power generator if it wants to, or another alternative system, but that is not good
enough for the orderly planning for the economic development of Western Australia. I
draw to the attention of the Minister for Energy and Resources Development that
investment in the development of coalmines needs long term assurance.
The Minister announced on 22 November last year that the price for transportation of gas
from the North West Shelf to Perth would be set at approximately $1.08 per gigajoule.
That will mean a significant reduction in the cost of transportation of gas to the south
west. It will make gas an alternative competitive fuel with coal because previously the
cost of transport of gas from the North West Shelf to Perth was $1.80 per gigajoule. The
significant reduction of close to 50 per cent will ensure that gas will be competitive
compared with coal. The reduction in cost has occurred because AlintaGas will upgrade
the pipeline by four compressors and the introduction of some looping. Through
AlintaGas the Minister will take advantage of the economies of scale in the gas
transportation system. Every dollar invested in increasing the capacity of the pipeline
will provide a better return on the gas through the pipeline. This is the issue I want to
raise with the Minister. I am sure that the coalmining companies in Collie want to raise
this issue with him as well.
Just as the cost of gas is to be reduced so can the cost of coal be reduced when economies
of scale are taken into account. The more coal produced with a set number of employees,
the less the cost of that coal. Production costs will come down as tonnages of coal
extracted increase. The coal companies would be able to offer a lower price if they
recognised that the tonnage of coal produced will increase. In the year 2002 there will be
an additional 11 per cent in uncommitted fuel required. That equates to about 450 000
tonnes of coal. It could raise the production of coal above the 4.5 million tonnes of coal
required at present. The energy planning unit must look very closely at this.
The production of an additional half a million tonnes of coal Will of course impact on the
future of Collie. In large coal mines that amount might not seem much. However, if the
Minister asks the coal industry to quote on the additional incremental production of coal
in a newly developed coalfield, he will get a very competitive price. The Minister's
moves to deregulate the gas market are to the benefit of Western Australia. It will bring
the reality of facilities like the mid-west iron ore project closer, and the Kalgoorlie gold
and nickel smelter will also benefit. They will be able to take advantage of the
incremental increase in gas which will be transported by pipeline. Of course, the
incremental increase will lower the price. To allow that to happen in the gas industry and
not the coal industry is discriminatory. The coal industry must be given the opportunity
to quote on these additional incremental coal tonnages that will be produced.
I back the position of the manager of the Griffin coal mine and that of Western Collieries
Ltd that they can deliver coal at a lower cost. We have reform in the work practices on
the coalfield. New coalmines are now being opened which will compensate for the
underground mines and the open cut mines in the Cardiff area which will be wound down
and closed. It cannot be expected that these companies operating these new mines can
deliver coal at a lower cost than is paid today until they know the projected incremental
increase in coal tonnages.
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The futur of the coal industry is very optimistic. The Minister for Resources
Development brought a very reassuring message to the people of Collie when he said that
he saw a sound place for the coal industry in the Western Australian economy. However,
we need long term planning to back up the capital investment that the two companies in
Collie are making at this time.
I refer to the management of the forests in my electorate. We have the second largest
forestry industry, second only to that in Warren. My electorate falls within the federal
electorate of Brand which currently is held by Wendy Fatin. Kim Beazley is the
endorsed candidate for the next federal election. The position adopted by Kim Beazley
in relation to the recent debacle of the refusal to grant woodchip licences to all of the 53
coupes in Western Australia was absolutely deplorable. It will be patently obvious to
anyone who understands anything about forests in Western Australia why the 15 licences
that were granted included all the coupes in the Brand electorate. It is a blatant political
decision. It was done because the Labor Party tacticians for the next federal election
thought the Labor Party would be able to get the Green vote which would get Kim
Beazley over the line. The timber workers from J'arrahdale to Northcliffe believe this is a
betrayal of the timber industry in Western Australia by the federal representatives,
particularly Kim Beazley who is aspiring to be their federal representative in the Brand
electorate.
I refer to a position put forward on the management of our forests in Western Australia,
which I support, which states -

We need to get things into perspective:
- first, that compared to alternatives such as steel, plastics or aluminium,

timber is an environmentally sound resource;
- secondly, that governments and industry grow and harvest forests in an

attempt to meet public demand, which in Australia still requires us to
import $2 billion worth of forest produce annually;

- and thirdly -
I want the Opposition to listen to this one -

- it is far better to use timber from well managed Australian forests, where
every tree cut is regrown, than to lock up our own forests while plundering
the forests of developing countries.

That is the position I hold. It is also the position that it appears Dr Carmen Lawrence
held when Premier of Western Australia when she addressed the Australian timber
congress in 1990 in Perth. How can she reject that position in Canberra as a federal
parliamentary representative of Western Australia?
Mr Lewis: It is the usual form.
Dr TLJRNBULL: The reason is political expediency, and as the Minister says, it is the
usual form. I am a conservationist. I plant trees; I grow forests; I have pine plantations
and blue gum plantations. We farm our land in a way which is environmentally friendly.
I represent a large forestry area and I inspect it very carefully almost on a weekly basis,
because to go to any of my outlying areas I must drive through forest I observe very
carefully the forest management practices of the timber industry and the management
practices of the Department of Conservation and Land Management. The commitment of
the forestry industry and of CALM management is definite: For every tree that is cut
down another is planted in our well managed Western Australian forests. That is the
message that we must convey. I can assure you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Day), as far as I
amn concerned as the local member representing a very large area of the northern jarrab
forest, I will not stand by and see Kim Beazley for expedient purposes reject the timber
industry of Western Australia and all those people who work in it in the northern jarrah
forest area. Fantastic value added projects are going on in the northern jarrah forest area
and many other forest areas of Western Australia. That is what we must work for. We
must work for an integrated forest industry with an enormous amount of value added.
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We are working for it. The former Labor Government began this very good program,
and now Carmen Lawrence, who was the Premier who actually signed these agreements,
has deserted the industry for political reasons in the Federal Parliament. Thiat is
deplorable.
In conclusion, I will address the issue of mental health in Western Australia. The
Minister for Health is committed to making mental health a top priority. I add my
support. I also say to the Ministers of my Government that the initiatives in mental
health that the Minister for Health will be introducing are new programs. As a result of
the neglect in 10 years of Labor's lack of development of new services in mental health,
we are not looking at funding current programs but at funding new programs. Just as
with the railways where there is no way the Minister for Transport can make Westrail
totally competitive with the roads if he does not have new locomotives and new
investments in capital equipment, we cannot develop under the current Budget the new
programs needed for mental health in Western Australia. When the new initiatives for
mental health come they will need a new, separate grant to fund them. I strongly support
those new programs. As a general practitioner I had the frustration and disappointment
of trying to manage people with severe mental health problems in the country. Many
people in the city have the same problems because there were no programs. Many of the
new programs spring from new health initiatives and will need a flow of new funding.
WM CATANIA (Balcatta) [5.27 pm]: I take the opportunity to put on record some
concerns regarding the police service. The first is the deliberate process to reduce the
conditions of the police, and the second is the apparent mismanagement that has occurred
on a number of occasions with regard to the distribution of funds available to the Police
Department of which neither the management nor the Minister has taken advantage. I
refer first to the non-work related medical entitlements for police officers. The history of
these medical entitlements, which police officers could have expected when joining the
Police Force, go back many years. In 1979 the Government of the day stated that those
medical benefits and entitlements should be covered by regulation. They were made part
of police regulations rather than the award because the Government stated that if they
were put into an award the flow-on may go to other public services. The benefits are
both pharmaceutical and medical. When an officer applies for a medical benefit, the
hospital benefit may pay a percentage and the police service pays the balance. Officers
have come to expect those medical benefits as a trade off as they are virtually on a
24 hour service. Police officers entering the Police Force expect those benefits which
have existed for many years.
The reasons given for providing those benefits are as follows: First, the officers must
maintain a certain level of fitness in order to perform efficiently; secondly, they perform
community services over and above their normal duty shifts; and thirdly, and most
importantly, the regulations state quite clearly that if an off-duty police officer sees an
offence being committed he must place himself back on duty in order to uphold the law.
Therefore, every police officer is on 24 hour service. This obligation is strongly
highlighted in the oath that police officers read when they are sworn in. In 1999 the
regulations were amended. The Government saw that this was an entitlement of the
police officers and said that they need no longer go to the district medical officer
provided by the Police Force but could go to their own general practitioners. 'The Labor
Party then decided that the police officers deserved consideration by having medical and
pharmaceutical benefits because of the service they provide and the dangerous work that
they do. In 1994, then Commissioner Bull advised the Police Union that the benefits
would be suspended. He said the reason was that the funds had dried up.
Mr Bradshaw: When did you bring it in?
Mr CATANIA: The regulation had been in since the 1970s. It was changed only once,
in 1979. In 1994 the commissioner told the Police Union that it would no longer apply
because there were no funds. The Commissioner of Police cannot change regulations
without the agreement of the Minister for Police. The union was not consulted about the
cancellation of the benefit. It was told only that the funds had dried up and that the
benefit would no longer apply. The union then appealed to the Industrial Relations
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Commission to have the decision overturned. The commissioner who heard the case was
Commissioner Kennedy. He decided that Commissioner Bull's decision was unfair
because he had suspended a right. He said the officers were employees and were entitled
to the benefit. He said that the entitlement could not be removed without going through
due process which included, as I have stated, enterprise bargaining and negotiation
between those affected and the Police Commissioner. Once a deal had been struck, the
commissioner would then go to the Minister to obtain his approval for its reinstatement
or for its rejection. As I said, Commissioner Kennedy refused to cancel regulations 1307
and 1308.
In July 1994, the new Commissioner of Police Bob Falconer said that he would honour
Commissioner Kennedy's decision. However, he then recommended to the Minister that
the benefit be cancelled and the regulations be changed. He said that it was an
inequitable situation when police were compared with other sections of the Public
Service. At the time he was saying that he would comply with Commissioner Kennedy's
decision, the Government, through the commissioner, appealed to the full bench of the
Industrial Relations Commission to have Commissioner Kennedy's decision overturned.
The full bench heard the case in October 1994 and three commissioners, Acting President
Fielding and Commissioners Gregor and Parkes, decided unanimously that the appeal
should be dismissed and that Commissioner Kennedy's decision would stand. That
decision was announced on 24 November 1994. In the meantime, the union had been
waiting for the decision to be announced and had not taken any precautionary steps to
counter any further action by the Government. It did not expect the Minister and the
Commissioner of Police would suspend regulations 1307 and 1308 and remove those
benefits. It was a deceitful act because, while the union was waiting for the decision of
the full bench to be handed down, the Minister and the commissioner agreed to suspend
those benefits. The suspension was gazetted accordingly.
When the union became aware of that action, it asked for a compulsory conference to
suggest that the regulations be placed in the award. However, the union was told that a
regulation that did not exist could not be placed in the award. In the meantime, the
Government, through the Commissioner of Police, had appealed to the Industrial Appeal
Court on 2 February 1995 to overturn the decision of the full bench which had decided in
favour of the union's position and had supported Commissioner Kennedy's decision.
The appeal court consisted of the president, Justice Kennedy, and Commissioners
Rowland and Franklin. The court's decision was announced on 22 February and it again
supported the Kennedy decision and the decision by the full bench. It said that the matter
was an industrial matter and that the police were entitled to the benefits. It decided that a
police officer was entitled to expect medical and pharmaceutical benefits under his
contract. On 27 March, the industrial court decided that members of the Police Force and
cadets were deemed to be employees of the industry of law enforcement and therefore
were subject to industrial relations law.
As I said before, the union filed a compulsory conference application requesting that an
interim order be granted that required the Industrial Relations Commission through Chief
Commissioner Coleman to reinstate the benefits retrospectively to 18 November 1994
when the Commissioner of Police, with the agreement of the Minister, had cancelled the
benefits. Chief Commissioner Coleman was not able to give that interim order on 6 April
but stated that the matter should be heard by the commission because the benefits should
be included in the award. During the hearing, the union had to justify that it was a
special case within the provisions of industrial relations and that it conformed to the wage
fixing principles established in 1994. Chief Commissioner Coleman was satisfied that all
the conditions had been met and he suggested that a hearing be arranged, so that the
union and its members could be heard and an interim order granted to reinstate the
pharmaceutical and medical benefits retrospective to 18 November 1994. Members of
the Police Force have constantly been harassed by this Government and the Minister.
T7hey have been forced to go to the Industrial Relations Commission to protect a benefit
that is an essential part of their working conditions. That benefit may attract personnel to
the police service and, bearing in mind that they are on call 24 hours a day, the medical
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and pharmaceutical benefits should apply to non-work related activities. The Industrial
Relations Commission hearing began yesterday, and this process has been forced upon
the union because the Government, through its Minister, has endeavoured at every turn to
rob the police service of essential conditions. I emphasise that the Government has done
this in a deceitful fashion, and that the benefit does not involve a huge cost. The cost has
been estimated at $400 000 a year. In the scheme of things that is peanuts.
As I stated at the beginning of my address, the Government is depriving the police
service of essential conditions and is progressively taking away their benefits. Through
publication of regulations in the Governemt Gazette the Government has decreased the
number of occasions on which police officers are permitted to apply for higher duties
allowance. Because police stations have small staffs, frequently police officers are
required to act in higher positions. In many cases the allowance for doing so has been
cancelled and in other cases pro rata payments will apply rather than full payments.
Once again, that puts a cloud over police officers in the performance of their duties.
Perhaps one of the most important changes over the past six months has been the
introduction of workplace agreements at the end of 1994. The 500 new recruits, who we
hope will be employed to fulfil the Government's commitment in the election campaign
to increase the number of police officers, were offered workplace agreements. I give an
indication of the differences between the conditions under those workplace agreements
and those under the award. The workplace agreements provide for a fixed weekly rate of
40 hours, without any accrued leave. Paid meal breaks are not covered, so training time
each day has increased to eight hours. No boot allowance is paid, although footwear is
supplied. The annual leave loading will be paid prior to Christmas in the year in which
the leave accrues. The first period of long service leave will become due after 10 years'
continual service, instead of the previous seven years. Sick leave applications will be
subject to closer scrutiny where the supervisor doubts the cause of the sickness or the
reason for absence. Sick leave will not be paid where the commissioner has doubts as to
the cause or reason; that is, if it is not confirmed or the employee will not cooperate with
the medical practitioner appointed by the health services division. New service rates
apply. The higher duties allowance will be paid for only four weeks and no longer, even
though an officer may still be carrying out those higher duties. There will be no change
in the rate paid for the day shift. The span of hours for a shift allowance to be paid will
extend to 4.00 am, instead of 2.00 am. In other words, a longer shift must be worked and
no allowance will be paid. The previous conditions will be replaced by the provisions in
the Minimum Conditions of Employment Act, which are similar but extend to parental
leave. With regard to the closer scrutiny of sick leave applications, it should be
emphasised that no-one objects to applications for sick leave being subject to scrutiny.
However, that scrutiny is not objective. If a supervisor is not fond of a particular police
officer for some reason, he can refuse an application for sick leave. There is no provision
to scrutinise the supervisor. The workplace agreements reduce the benefits to police
officers, and they apply to the new recruits who commenced on 1 January 1995. In the
police service today there are two strata of officers; that is, new recruits operating on
workplace agreements which are inferior to the existing conditions, and those working
under award conditions. Those officers are working side by side, doing similar work in a
similar environment, but they are receiving different rates of pay. That is not a healthy
way to conduct a police service.
Mr Bloffwitch: You wouldn't think so.
Mr CATANIA: I ask the member for Geraldton to explain that.
Mr Bloffwvitch: You want everybody on the same award doing the same thing. They are
trying to get flexibility and you are anti-flexibility.
Mr CATANIA: The member for Geraldton is adding credence to my argument.
Mr Bloffwitch: No I am not
Mr CATANIA: I suggest that he consider his comments. The Opposition is advocating
equal pay for equal work. It does not think there should be inequality. Two police
officers working side by side performing similar duties should receive the same pay.
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Mr Bloffwitch: The other one can always opt for a workplace agreement if he wants to.
Mr CATANIA: I remind the member that the Minister for Labour Relations has said that
no-one will be forced to sign a workplac agreement.
Mr Bloffwitch: They are not.
Mr CATANIA: I will tell the member for Geraldton what happened. The only
applicants employed as police recrits were those who agreed to sign workplace
agreements. The statement by the Minister for Labour Relations was untrue. This is the
sort of Government that pits one police officer against another, by paying different rates
to people doing the same job. This Government wants to reduce the conditions of the
people entrusted with the security of Western Australia.
I will provide an example of the inefficiency and mismanagement in the Police Force
today. I point directly to the commissioned officers - if they are responsible - and to the
Minister for Police. In their anxiety to have young, raw recruits sign workplace
agreements they have missed out on federal funding of $2.5m. That amount is available
under the national training scheme for new recruits to the Police Force, but only if the
recruits are employed under the same conditions as anyone else. The Police Force is
always complaining about lack of funds. We are told that there are no resources, there is
no money, and we do not have enough police on the streets, because there is no money.
However, the Government has forgone $2.5m available from the Federal Government
under the national training scheme. In the first two years of job training the Police Force
would receive $3 000 per recruit, and in the second two years it would receive an extra
$2 100 per trainee for off-the-job duties. Had the Government not been so anxious - with
the concurrence of the Minister and the help of the Commissioner of Police - to deprive,
rob and cheat the recruits of their working conditions and pay, the police service would
be better off. The Police Force is crying out for more funds, and it could have received
$2.5m from the Commonwealth Government.
Severaj members interjected.
Mr CATANIA: The private sector does benefit. Who would not want to receive $5 100
per head to train recruits?
The Government stated that medical and pharmaceutical benefits will no longer be paid
for police officers because it costs $400 000; yet it is willing to forgo $2.5m. The
Government does not want those funds because it is anxious for police officers to sign
workplace agreements. The Governmient wants to control those officers. It does not
want union involvement; it does not want officers to receive award payments. The
Government wants to ensure that the officers receive as little as possible, but it expects
the Police Force to protect our families, property and cars. We all expect the Police
Force to do that 24 hours a day, but the Government is not willing to pay $400 000 for
medical and pharmaceutical benefits. The full bench of the Industrial Relations
Commission said that the Government had no right to deprive the officers of those
benefits. The Government has appealed three times, and on each occasion the full bench
has determined that police officers have the right to expect such benefits because they are
part of the law enforcement services in this State. These people sign an oath when they
join the Police Force; they are on call 24 hours a day and they need medical benefits
because if an officer is off shift and sees a crime taking place he is bound by that oath to
put himself back on duty and arrest the offender. The full bench of the Industrial
Relations Commission ruled in their favour, but the Minister for Police - the entire
Government - has seen fit to appeal again to the tribunal to ensure that the benefits will
be removed.
The annoying feature is that while these appeals are being made to the Industrial
Relations Commission, the Minister for Police and the Commissioner of Police had the
opportunity to make up the $400 000 necessary to pay the medical and pharmaceutical
benefits, and to supplement the lean coffers of the Police Force. The Government did not
take up the $2.5m. from the Commonwealth Government because it wants to maintain its
ideology on workplace agreements. The Government has sacrificed the maintenance of
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security in this State; it has sacrificed the Police Force for the sake of ideology, and in
order to reduce the benefits available to police officers in Western Australia.
MR THOMAS (Cockburn) [5.57 pm]: I wish to tell the House about an experience I
had this morning when I went with the member for Armadale to the Fremantle wharf. It
was a sight that I hoped I would never see. At the picket line on the wharf workers are
fighting to maintain unionism on the waterfront.
A contract has been awarded to the proprietor of a business to conduct stevedoring
operations. That was done in a non-unionised manner, and to all intents and purposes it
has been achieved outside award conditions. These events have the potential to lead to a
situation similar to that seen at Robe River in the Pilbara; with the printing disputes in the
Murdoch empire in the United Kingdom, and with other industrial disputes around the
world. This is a deliberate attempt to de-unionise the waterfront in Fremantle. I implore
the Government to think very carefully, to consider stepping back before the situation
leads to a bitter dispute, one that will be damaging for the people involved as well as the
economy of Western Australia.
The waterfront at Fremantle has been unionised for many years - long before any
member in this House was born. It has been unionised in a way which has ensured safe
working conditions and proper remuneration for employees on the waterfront. At the
same time, the unions involved at the waterfront have enabled the system to be used as a
vehicle for microeconomic reform. Outstanding improvements in productivity have been
achieved on the waterfront in Fremantle, around the State and throughout Australia. The
old demarcation lines have been broken down. The manning level practices have been
revolutionised so that the levels of productivity on the waterfront contrast sharply with
the conditions 20 or even five years ago. Evidently it is the intent of union members and
officials to continue to maintain their industry in a productive manner. If it is considered
necessary to improve productivity it is not necessary to attempt in a cavalier way to break
the unions - or to dilute the standards and conditions that people on the waterfront enjoy,
and have enjoyed - by bringing in so-called scabs to compete against waterside workers.
These are people who do not enjoy the same benefits and conditions and therefore
invariably will get the work.
Mr Lewis: Your leader does not agree with that.
Mr THOMAS: Had the Minister listened when the Leader of the Opposition answered a
question asked by the Premier today, he would understand that he does agree. He was
talking about the legal base of the contract, but he did not say he necessarily agreed with
it or that it was desirable. I am suggesting to the Government that if it wants to avoid a
damaging dispute, one which is not necessary in its own terms of achieving
improvements in levels of productivity, it can use the unions as a vehicle. The brack
record of the unions in that area is credible; it is one of which they are proud. They are
committed to a productive waterfront and to an internationally competitive Australia.
They will continue, as they have done in the past, with the processes that will facilitate
that commitment. I hope that by the time the House resumes in June this dispute will
have been resolved amicably.
[Leave granted for speech to be continued.]
Debate thus adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - SPECIAL
On motion by Mr C.J. Barnett (Leader of the House), resolved -

That the House at its rising adjourn until Tuesday, 13 June at 2.00 pm.
House adjourned at 6.01 pm
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APPENDIX A

*Year of Average Enrolment Ratio of Average
Redistribution Per Member Enrolment Per Member

1904 Metro 4 906 1.78
Non Metro 2 762 1

1911 Metro 4 475 1.74
Non Metro 2 578 1

1929 Metro 6 531 2.06
Non Metro 3177 1

1948 Metro 8 571 2.07
Non Metro 4 133 1

1955 Metro 9 437 2.04
Non Metro 4 633 1

1961 Metro 10 543 2.13
Non Metro 4 952 1

1966 Metro 11 523 2.17
Non Metro 5 303 1

1972 Metro 15 497 2.23
Non Metro 6 946 1

1976 Metro 15 590 2.06
Non Metro 7 572 1

1982 Metro 16 224 1.96
Non Metro 8 296 1

1988 Metro 19685 1.88
Non Metro 10 438 1

1994 Metro 22 370 1.88
Non Metro 11 887 1

(Based on WA. Electoral Commission Publications)
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APPENDIX A
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

STATE SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF - RECEPTIONISTS EMPLOYMENT
316. Mr MARLBOROUGH to the Minister for Services:

(1) How many receptionists have been employed by the Department of State
Services in the executive reception area?

(2) Are these two recptionists performing duties equivalent to level 1/level 2
duties?

(3) Wat is the current salary package for duties performed at level Ilevel 2,
for a 37.5 hour week?

(4) Has the department contracted Kelly Services to fill these two position for
the past six months?

(5) What was the cost of each of the salaries for a 38 hour week, under the
contract of Kelly Services?

(6) Will the Minister verify that this salary package is equivalent to two level
6 Public Service award salaries

(7) Does overpayment of salaries that do not reflect the true duties of staffamount to a waste of taxpayers money?
Mr MINSON replied:
(1) Two is the normal requirement.
(2) Yes.
(3) Salary range - Level 1 $20 748 - $29 033

Level 2 $26 950 - $29 990
These figures do not include costs such as sick leave, annual leaveloading, superannuation and other related administrative costs, whichwould add around 30 per cent to the above figures. These indirect costs
would result in a total cost of around -

Level 1 $26 972 - $37 743
Level 2$35 035 -$38 987

(4) The arrangement is temporary on a weekly basis.
(5) $750.88. This is the "casual" rate inclusive of all related costs, such as

those referred to in (3) above, which equates to $37 544 per annum.
(6) Refer to (3) and (5).
(7) The Department of State Services is satisfied that it receives value for

money for the service and skill level required in this front line service
function to customers.

PRISONS - CANNING VALE; CASUARINA
Inquiries Under Prisons Act Section 9

333. Mr BROWN to the Minister assisting the Minister for Justice:
(1) Did the Attorney General support and endorse the inquiries conductedunder section 9 of the Prisons Act 1981 into various matters at Casuarina

and Canning Vale Prisons?
(2) Is the Attorney General satisfied with the way each of those inquiries was

conducted?
(3) Were the inquiries conducted in an open and unbiased manner?
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(4) Is it government policy that inquiries into the activities or alleged
activities of Ministry of Justice staff should be carried out by a person or
persons who are or are perceived to be independent of or in the Ministry
of Justice?

Mr MINSON replied:
(1)-(2)

The inquiries into various matters at Casuarina and Canning Vale prisons
under section 9 of the Prisons Act are operational matters. The Attorney
General was advised by Director General of the Ministry of Justice of the
action taken.

(3) I have been advised by the director general that the inquiries were not
closed. Every person who attended was advised of his/her rights and
whenever requested opportunity was given for them to be legally
represented.

(4) 1 have been advised by the director general that the inquiries were
overseen and endorsed by the Director of Public Prosecutions.

PORT KENNEDY DEVELOPMENT - BUILDING COMMENCEMENT
408. Mr M. BARNET to the Minister for Planning

(1) Has any development taken place yet at Port Kennedy to commence
building the tourist resort legislated for in 1992?

(2) (a) If yes, what has occurred and at what cost;
(b) if no, why has no development taken place?

(3) Would the Minister detail all approvals necessary to allow the
development to proceed and which of them have been complied with by
the proponents?

(4) What needs to bedone by -
(a) the Government; and
(b) the developers to facilitate and expedite these approvals?

(5) Is there any evidence that proponents intend to -

(a) build the resort; and
(b) or sell their ownership of it?

(6) When, if ever, will this development commence construction?
Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) Survey work and the UXO search is taking place as a preliminary step to

development.
(2) (a) The cost is a matter for the company.

(b) Not applicable.
(3)-(4)

Following my ministerial approval on 19 April 1995 the company must
now obtain all other approvals in the normal manner. This is in
accordance with clause 27 of the state agreement which states that nothing
in the agreement exempts the company from any applicable written law.

(5) (a) Yes.
(b) No.

(6) The commencement of development is imminent.
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FORESTS AND FORESTRY - FOREST BLOCKS VISITED BY MINISTER FOR
THE ENVIRONMENT

436. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:
Which forest blocks, if any, has the Minister visited since his
appointment as Minister for the Environment?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
Since being appointed Minister for the Environment I have visited the goldfields,
Diyandra and Manjimup on forest industry and conservation related issues. I
have also visited numerous forest areas at other times and have had on-site
briefings on forest management issues.

FIRE BRIGADE - FIREFGHTERS EMPLOYMENT
Bush Fires Board, Firefighters Emtployment

487. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Emergency Services:
(1) How many incidents of fire were reported in the calendar year-

(a) 1990;
(b) 1991;
(c) 1992;
(d) 1993;
(e) 1994?

(2) How many firefighters were employed on the -
(a) Western Australian Fire Brigades Board-,
(b) Bush Fire Brigade;
in -

(i) 190
(ii) 1991;
(iii) 1992;
(iv) 1993;
(v) 1994?

Mr WIESE replied:
(1) 1 refer the member for Balcatta to the annual report of the fire fighting

organisations. Incidents of fire are compiled and appear in the annual
reports in each financial year period.

(2) (a) (i) As at 30.6.90 - 771
(ii) As at 30.6.91 -791
(iii) As at 30.6.92 - 802
(iv) As at 30.6.93 - 80D
(v) As at 30.6.94 - 784

As at 10.4.95 - 841
(b) Members of bush fire. brigades are voluntary fire fighters and as

such are not employed. They provide their services voluntarily
and at no cost to their communities.

BUS SERVICES - COMPLAINTS ABOUT RE-ROUTING AND
RESCHIEDULING

500. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
How many written complaints has the Minister received from metropolitan
bus-commuters in the last 12 months, complaining about the rerouting and/or
rescheduling of bus services?
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Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

The answer to this question is not readily available. Most letters regarding
rerouting and/or rescheduling are requests or inquiries rather than complaints and
it is sometimes difficult to distinguish between the two. I am not willing to
commit departmental resources to distinguishing and counting "written
complaints" within the vast amount of information, both written and verbal,
acquired by the Department of Transport and MetroBus to ensure that routes and
schedules of buses meet commuters' needs.

FORESTS AND FORESTRY - PLANTS AND ANIMALS IN SOUTH WEST,
DEPENDENT ON LARGE MATURE TREES

588. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:

What plants and animals in the south west of the State depend on large
mature trees for their essential resources such as food and shelter?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

The terms used in this question need to be defined before a list can be provided.
The following definitions have been applied -

Plants - taken to be vascular plants.
Animals - confined to vertebrates, mainly because insufficient is known of
the requirements of invertebrates.
Large mature trees in the south west - taken to be the tall open forests of
jarrah, marri and karri in the south west of the State, below 32'S.

Dependency is categorised as -
(i) Highly dependent - those species which are largely restricted to the tall
open forest block and require large mature - hollow - trees for shelter and
food; and
(ii) Partially dependent - those species which occur extensively outside the
tall open forest block, but within the forest block mainly use large mature
trees for shelter and food.
Highly dependent -
Plants - none.
Partially dependent -
Mammals -

Brush-tailed phascogale Phascogale tapoatafa
Western false-pipistrelle Falsistrellus mackenzei

Birds -

Baudin's cockatoo Calyptorhynchus baudinii
Forest red-tailed black cockatoo Calyptorhynchus magmficus subsp. ,aso

Mammals -
Common brushtail possum Trichosurss vuipecula
Western ringtail possum Pseudocheirus occidemtalis
Little mastiff-bat Mormopterus planiceps (SW form)
Greater long-eared bat Nyctphilus major
Gould's long-eared bat Nyctophilss gouldil
Birds -

Australian owlet-nightjar Aegotheles cristats
Mountain duck Tadorna tadornoides (often nest in forest)
Black duck Anas superciliosa (often nest in forest)
Purple-crowned lorikeet Glossopsitta porphyrocephala
Red-capped parrot Platycercus spurius
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Western rosella Platycercus icterotis
Ring-necked parrol Playcercus zonarius
Sacred kingfisher Halcyon santa
Tree martin Hirwado nigricans
Rufous treecreeper Clinacteris rzufa
Striated pardalote Pardalotus striatus
Peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus
Crested shrike-tit Falcuncudusfrontawu
Boobook owl Ninox novaeseelandiae
Masted owl Tyto novaehollandiae
Barn owl Tyto alba
Barking owl Ninox connivens
Reptiles -
Marbled gecko Phyllodactylus marmorazus
Napoleon's skink Egernia napoleois
Four species highly dependent; 24 species partially dependent. Total
equals 28 species.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. DEPARTMENT FOR - NON-GOVERNMENT
ORGANISATIONS

Funding
632. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Will all non-government organisations provided with funds through the
Department for Community Development be granted funds in the 1995-96
financial year?

(2) Will the level of funding allocated to each non-government organisation in
the 1995-96 year be -
(a) equivalent to;
(b) more than;
the amount provided to the non-government organisations in the 1994-95
financial year?

(3) Will some non-government organisations provided with funds through the
Department for Community Development in the 1994-95 financial year
not be provided with funds in the 1995-96 financial year?

(4) Has a decision been made on which non-government organisations will
not be provided with funds ?

(5) When will that information be made available?
(6) Has a decision been made on which non-government organisations will

not be funded in the 1995-96 financial year?
(7) If not, when will that decision be made?
(8) Will non-government organisations which have their funding -

(a) reduced;,
(b) removed -

be given at least three months notice of the change of circumstances so
they may make appropriate arrangements to terminate staff contracts?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(l)-(4) As the member would be aware, the transition is from funding agencies to

funding each service delivered. This change has been undertaken with
comprehensive consultation. District managers in each Department for
Community Development district have been asked to inform each agency
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in their area of the funding recommendations they are making in respect of
them. Each agency has also been informed of the avenues that are
available for agencies to make comment before the final decision is made
about funding changes. Any agency which will not receive funding in the
next financial year will be given three months' notice of the cessation of
funding to assist them with staffing issues.

AWARDS (INDUSTRIAL) - FEDERAL
United Firefighters Union Transfer Application, Governent Opposition

660. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Emergency Services:
In the light of the High Court decision to allow public servants to transfer to
federal awards, will the Minister and the Government continue to oppose the
United Firefighters Union application to transfer to the federal award?
Mr WIESE replied:
The recent decision of the High Court does not give wholesale scope for public
servants to transfer federal awards. It merely upholds the ability of the Australian
Industrial Relations Commission to make, with some limitations, awards
governing public servants. With respect to the United Firefighters Union's
application for a federal award the Government's position has consistently and
clearly been that the employment conditions of firefighters in this State has been
adequately regulated within the state jurisdiction. The Government will continue
to oppose the United Firefighters Union's application to transfer to a federal
award on the basis that the issue of appropriate coverage is currntly before the
AIRC for determination.

POLICE - LICENSING BRANCH, CLO)SURE OR TRANSFER
668. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:

Would the Minister advise -

(a) if the licensing branch of the Police Department is to be closed-,
(b) if so, how many people will sacked;
(c) if so, how many will be made redundant;
(d) if so, who will issue motor vehicle driver's licences;
(e) if so, who will conduct vehicle inspections;
(f) if so, who will conduct school bus examinations?
(g) if the licensing branch of the Police Department is to be transferred to the

Department of Transport;
(h) if so, why and when?
Mr WIESE replied:
(a) No.
(b)-(t) Not applicable.
(g) There are no plans to transfer this function. However, the member would

be aware of the recommendations of the Select Committee on Road
Safety.

(h) Not applicable.
Note: Education Department contracted buses are examined by inspectors

employed by the Education Department.
All other buses, including those owned by private groups or schools are
annually examined by police licensing and services.
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COMMUJNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - NON-GOVERNMENT
ORGANISATIONS

Funding Criteria
673. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Has the Government advised non-government organisations of the -

(a) criteria;
(b) evaluation process that will be used to determine whether such

organisations will receive a grant through the Department for
Community Development in 1995-96?

(2) If not, when will that information be provided?
(3) What period of time will non-government organisations be given to

submit application for funding in accordance with the abovementioned
criteria?

(4) Will funding agreements require non-government organisations to achieve
specific outcomes?

(5) If so, has any decision been made on how such outcomes will be assessed?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1)-(5) As the member would be aware the transition is from funding agencies to

funding each service delivered. This change has been undertaken with
comprehensive consultation. District managers in each Department for
Community Development district have been asked to inform each agency
in their area of the funding recommendations they are making in respect of
them. Each agency has also been informed of the avenues that are
available for agencies to make comment before the final decision is made
about funding changes. Any agency which will not receive funding in the
next financial year will be given three months' notice of the cessation of
funding to assist them with staffing issues.

COMMAUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - DISTRICT
MANAGERS, SERVICES IN DISTRICTS INFORMATION

674. Mr BROWN to the inister for Community Development:
(1) Have the 20 district managers of the Department for Community

Development mapped the -

(a) services available in each district;
(b) services needed in each district;
(c) gaps in services?

(2) Is that information publicly available?
(3) If not, why not?
(4) If the work described in (1) above has not been completed, when will it

be?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(04-5) As the member would be aware the transition is from funding agencies to

funding each service delivered. This change has been undertaken with
comprehensive consultation. District managers in each Department for
Community Development district have been asked to inform each agency
in their area of the funding recommendations they are making in respect of
them. Each agency has also been informed of the avenues that are
available for agencies to make comment before the final decision is made
about funding changes. Any agency which will not receive funding in the
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next financial year will be given three months' notice of the cessation of
funding to assist them with staffing issues.

FORESTS AND FORESTRY - NATIVE FOREST TIMBERS, VALUE ADDING

709. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environent:

(1) Further to question on notice 170 of 1995, what is the Minister doing to
encourage the value adding of native forest timbers?

(2) Will the expansion of value adding industries create a greater demand for
native forests?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) Legally binding timber contracts for hardwood timber negotiated with
sawmnilllng companies contain a provision to the effect that within a
specified time the company concerned is required to convert an agreed
percentage of logs supplied under the contract into higher value end
products.

(2) Not necessarily. The expansion of value adding industries should result in
a greater volume of high value product and a lesser volume of low value
product being processed as a proportion of the total sustainable harvest of
native forests that was approved by my predecessor, Hon Kevin Minson
MLA.

POLICE - DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INSTRUCTIONS

73 1. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:

(1) Further to question on notice 367 of 1995, have any special instructions
been given to police officers regarding the manner in which they are to
approach reporting and/or dealing with domestic violence and the
reporting and/or dealing with the breach of restraining orders?

(2) What are these instructions?
(3) Have there been any instructions given to officers in anticipation of the

new confiscation powers given to police in the light of changes to the
Firearms Act 1973 in relation to domestic violence?

(4) What are these instructions?
Mr WIESE replied:
I am advised by the Commissioner of Police as follows -

(l)-(2) Yes. The following instructions have been issued to police officers -

(a) Reporting Domestic Violence
A "Family Incident Report Database" is currently being installed
into the police mainframe computer to enable statewide reporting
of all domestic violence incidents. This database will come on line
in mid-1995 and the appropriate instructions wil be issued at that
time.

(b) Dealing with Domestic Violence
Instructions were issued to all police officers in January 1990 to
provide guidance to police officers when dealing with complaints
involving domestic disputes and violence.

(c) Reporting Breaches of Restraining Orders

The "Family Incident Report Data-base" also makes provision for
the recording of breaches of restraining orders.
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(d) Dealing with Breaches of Restaining Orders
Instructions concerning breaches of restraining orders are
contained in police routine orders. Instructions in this regard are
currently being reviewed and will reinforce the requirement of
police officers to take the appropriate action wherever there is
sufficient evidence that a rcstraining order has been breached.

(3) Instructions have been issued to all police officers concerning recent
amendments to the Firearms Act in relation to domestic violence.

(4) The instructions are sensitive operational matters and disclosure may
compromise police procedures. Therefore I do not intend to release these
instructions publicly.

POLICE - REGIONS, OFFICER TRANSFER TO JUVENILE SQUAD
INSTRUCTION

732. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:
(1) In relation to question on notice 340 of 1995 and subsequent answer, has

an instruction been issued to each police region in Western Australia to
transfer one officer from their staff to the juvenile squad?

(2) Have any regions expressed concern regarding this instruction?
(3) If yes, what concerns have been expressed?
(4) If yes, by what region?
(5) By whom has it been impressed?
Mr WIESE replied:
The Commissioner of Police has advised as follows -
(1) Yes. Each police region was required to nominate one police officer for

the establishment of juvenile justice teams in accordance with the Young
Offenders Act 1994.

(2) Yes.
(3)-(5) Concerns have been expressed by the regional officers in each region that

the removal of one staff member from the region reduces the staffing level
in that region. However, it is believed that the substantial benefits which
result for both the Police Service and the community from the
establishment of the juvenile justice teams, far outweigh any negative
impact resulting from the reduced staff level in the region.

WESTRAIL - LOCOMOTIVES
Major Overhauls

758. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Since the closure of the Midland Westrai Workshops, how many Westrail

locomotives have undergone a major overhaul?
(2) Was each major overhaul carried out by a private company?
(3) If so, which private company?
(4) What was the cost of each major overhaul?
(5) When was each overhaul carried out?
(6) What repairs and maintenance has been carred out on each locomotive

following the overhaul?
(7) Did the overhaul carried out by each private company meet the quality

outcomes expected by Westrail?
(8) What 'was the cost of the work carried out by each private company?
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(9) How does this cost compare to the cost associated with carrying out the
same work at the former Midland Railway Workshop?

Mr LEWIS replied:
Ile Minister for Transport has provided the following response -
(1) Only one complete general overhaul of a locomotive has commenced

since the closure of the Midland Workshops.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) The labour cost for the locomotive's general overhaul was $15 924. I am

unable to provide the cost of the change out components used for dhe
overhaul as these were provided from stock previously held at the Midland
Workshops for which costs were not recorded

(5) The overhaul commenced on 27 June 1994 and was completed on
23 September 1994.

(6) Maintenance and repairs have been carried out on the locomotive as
follows -
Auxiliary generator replaced.
Oil cooler changed.
No 7 cylinder power assembly replaced.
Locomotive car body filters modified and replaced.
No 4 cracked piston repaired.
Air-conditioner repaired.
Fuel fault repaired.
Brake fault repaired.
Lighting circuit breaker repaired.

(7)-(9) Not applicable.

WESTRAIL - CONTRACTS TO LOWER RAILWAY LINE UNDER BRIDGES
BETWEEN FORRESTFIELD-KALGOORLIE

759. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Did Westrail let out one or more contracts to private companies to lower
the railway line under bridges between Forrestfield and Kalgoorlie?

(2) Which company or companies received the contract?
(3) What was the total value of the contract or contracts?

(4) During the course of the contract or each contract did Westr-ail experience
any problems in the quality of the work carried out by the contractors?

(5) If so, what was the nature of the problems experienced?
(6) Did any problems result in additional costs to Westrail?
(7) What were the additional costs?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) Yes.
(2) Barclay Mowlemn Construction Pty Ltd and John Holland Constructions

Pty Ltd.
(3) $5 747 739.
(4) Yes, in respect of work carried out by Barclay Mowlemn Construction Pty

Ltd.
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(5) There were some instances of track buckling on temporary works under
severe weather conditions.

(6)-7) There were some minor delays to train services, the costs of which were
considered minimal and not recorded.

RAC - VEHICLE INSPECTIONS FOR LICENSING DISCUSSIONS
767. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister for Police:

(1) Have discussions been held with the Royal Automobile Club about it
carrying out vehicle inspections for licensing purposes?

(2) If yes, what has been the result of these discussions?
(3) What, if any, cost/benefit would flow to the Government from having the

RAC carry out such vehicle inspections?
(4) What, if any, extra costs would be imposed on members of the public

whose vehicles require inspections through such a scheme?
Mr WIESE replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(4) Not applicable.

WESTRAIL - AUSTRALIND, RENOVATIONS COST
769. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Mnister representing the Minister for Transport:

What is the cost of the current renovations to the Australind, and (separately)
what is the cost of the new external livery to the carriages?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

There are no renovations currently being carried out to the interior of the
Australind railcars; however, replacement of items such as curtains, headrest
covers and additional carpeting is being undertaken as normal maintenance at an
estimated cost of $3 500 per railcar. The Austraiind railcars had not been
repainted since they were built in 1987 and the paint finish had deteriorated. The
railcars are now being repainted and the opportunity is being taken to include the
new kangaroo paw motif as part of the repainting work. The cost to repaint each
Australind rilcar is $13 444.

POLICE - LICENSING CENTRE, KELMSCO'IT, CHANGES
771. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister for Police:

(1) Is it proposed to change the operation of the police licensing centre at
Kelmscott?

(2) As part of the proposal, have the Government and the Royal Automobile
Club had negotiations concerning the RAC carrying out the functions of
the Kelmscott licensing centre?

(3) What stage have these negotiations reached?
(4) If an agreement has been entered into with the RAC -

(a) what are its terms;
(b) will the existing licensing centre. be utilised under the proposed

new arrangements;
(c) if so, on what basis?

(5) Pursuant to the proposal, what will happen to existing staff at the
Kelmscott police licensing centre?
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Mr WIESE replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

WESTRAIL - AVON CITY LINK PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE, TENDERS
772. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Was Westrail instructed not to submit an expression of interest or tender
for the Avon City Link passenger rail service?

(2) How many expressions of interest and/or tenders to provide the service
were received?

(3) From which companies/organisations were they received?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) No. Expressions of interest were sought from the private sector.

(2) Four responses to the expressions of interest were received.
(3) The responses are still being considered and therefore I do not think it

appropriate to release the list of respondents at this time.
WESTRAIL - URBAN RAIL SYSTEM MEETING WORLD'S BEST

PRACTICE STANDARDS
773. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Did the international consulting group A.T. Kearney conduct a benchmark
study to compare Perth's urban rail system with world's best practice
standards?

(2) Did this study show that our metropolitan rail was at worst 30 per cent and
as close as 5 per cent from accepted world's best practice standards for
urban rail systems?

(3) Does the Minister accept that this is a matter of which Westrail can be
justly proud?

(4) In light of these results, will the Minister cease the run down of Westrail
operations and staff and undertake not to take further steps in the
Government's policy of privatisation of this public utility?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response-
(l)-(3) Yes.
(4) Westrail's staff and operations are not being run down, nor has the

Government a policy for privatising Westrail services. The initiatives
being implemented are aimed at Westrail's urban passenger system
meeting world best practice by the end of June 1996. This includes the
moderniisation program which provides for major change to administration
as well as operations and this will benefit all users of the urban rail
system.

POLICE - FREMANTLE, 24 HOUR POST PROPOSAL
794. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:

(1) I refer to an articled in The West Australian newspaper on Wednesday, 12
April 1995 where the City of Fremantle's Community Services Director,
Mr Ken Posney, called for a 24 hour police post in central Fremantle and
ask, does the Minister agree with this suggestion?

(2) If not, why not?
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(3) What is the Minister's reply to the problem of antisocial behaviour being
experienced in Fremantle?

Mr WIESE replied-
(1) The article reports "Ile council was considering a 24-hour police post in

central Fremantle, where crimes could be reported easily and information
collated." Ile Commissioner of Police is responsible for the allocation of
police resources. However, the member must be aware that the existing
police station is only 200 metres from the busiest areas of Fremantle and
provides a very regular and effective service to central Fremantle district.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) Police target patrols systems recently established in Fremantle have been

found to be working effectively in the containment of street offences. In
addition regular visits to the area by the recently established independent
patrol groups have been successful in providing extra police officers in the
Fremantle area at times when extra police presence is required.

CALM - EUCALYPTUS GLOBULUS, PLANTING EXPENDITURE
798. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:

How much money was available and how much money was spent by the
Department of Conservation and Land Management for the planting of
Eucalyptus Globulus in the State of Western Austraia in the years 1989, 1990,
1991, 1992 and 1993?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

The amount spent on actual planting cannot be determined. However, the
following funds were estimated and spent on CALM's programs for commercial
planting for Eucalyptus Globulus under the hardwood sharefarming scheme.
Financial year Planting year Actual expenditure Budget estimate

1988-89 1989 2866996 1300000
1989-90 1990 2397 039 734 000
1990-91 1991 16797467 1230000
1991-92 1992 1628163 1600000
1992-93 1993 1 620 693 1 400 000
Source: CALM annual reports.

CALM - MATILDA BAY FORESHORE, WORK APPROVAL
800. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Did the Department of Conservation and Land Management commence
work on the foreshore at Matilda Bay without the relevant approval from
the Swan River Trust?

(2) When did this work begin?
(3) When was the Swan River Trust approval sought?
(4) When was the Swan River Trust's approval received?
Mrt MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) The Swan River Trust had approved the Matilda Bay management plan in
December 1992 which covered all the proposed works. Specific approval
of the plans for the current work was sought from the Swan River Trust.
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(2) Construction work began on 21 December 1994.
(3) A letter seeking approval to undertake specific works was sent from

CALM to the Swan River Trust on 9 December 1994.
(4) The specific plans were approved on 15 December 1994. There was some

ambiguity as to whether the Swan River Trust's original endorsement of
the management plan and approval of detailed drawings constituted
approval pursuant to part 5 of the Swan River Trust Act 1988. Therefore,
an application for part 5 approval for current and proposed works was
submitted and is currently under consideration by the trust.

PRISONS - KALGOORLIE-BOULDER
Medium Security Upgrade

817. Mr GRILL to the Minister assisting the Minister for Justice:
(1) With reference to the recently announced decision to upgrade the status of

the Kalgoorlie/Boulder Prison to medium security, was a promise made
when the prison was initially opened that it should be and remain a
minimum security prison?

(2) In view of the promise made, how was the decision to upgrade the status
to medium justified?

(3) What consultation took place with residents and others in the area before
the decision was made?

(4) How does the Minister avoid the conclusion that this decision is a betrayal
of trust to residents in Boulder?

Mr MINSON replied:
(1)-(2) The Eastern Goldfields regional prison was upgraded in 1982 and has

housed medium and maximum security prisoners since that time.
(3) The Kalgoorlie-Boulder Shire Council has been involved in preliminary

consultations regarding additions to the prison site.
(4) Not applicable.

POLICE - DEALING WITH PEOPLE WIH INTELLECTUAL AND
PSYCHIATRIC DISABILITIES, EDUCATION AND RETRAINING

835. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Police:
What education and retraining do police receive for dealing with people with
intellectual and psychiatric disabilities?
Mr WIESE replied:
Police recruits receive training comprising information presented by the
psychiatric services division of the Health Department related to dealing with
mental illness, and the Disability Services Commission for dealing with people
with disabilities. Extension studies material for first class and senior constables
deal with crisis situations, mental illness and procedures related to the Mental
Health Act A training module is being developed for sergeants which will
examine the issues related to dealing with people with physical and intellectual
disabilities and is scheduled to commence in 1995.

METROBUS - LAUNCH, COST; OPPOSITION INVITATIONS
870. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the total cost of the launch of MetroBus, which MetroBus is
reported as saying cost taxpayers only $12 000 to $ 15 000?

(2) What expenditure items were covered by the total cost of the launch?
(3) What was the cost of each of these items?
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(4) Who was invited to the launch?
(5) Was a member of the Opposition invited to the launch?
(6) If so, how many were invited'and who was invited?
(7) If no, why did the Minister make the decision to exclude representatives

from the Opposition?
Mr LEWIS replied.
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) $4000.
(2)-(3) Public relations consultancy and associated $2 610

promotional material
Equipment hire $550
Ernertaininent $240
Refreshments (for approximately 100 attendees) $600

(4) The Minister for Transport and selected staff
MetroBus chairman and board members
Selected retired MTT employees
Chief executives of invited transport agencies and selected staff
Union officials
MetroBus management and staff
President of the Western Australian Bus Museum.

(5)-(6) Apart from the Minister for Transport, who officiated at the launch, no
member of the Government or the Opposition was invited to attend.

(7) The launch was arranged by MetroBus and it determined the composition
of the invitation list.

HOMESWEST - WITHERS AREA, ACCOMMODATION SALE OR
DEMOLITION

886. Mr D.L. SMITH[ to the Minister for Housing:
(1) Apart from Kaoroo and Bomberi flats, what other accommodation in the

Withers area does Homeswest intend to demolish or sell, describing it by
street and type of accommodation, and what category of tenant currently
occupies it?

(2) Apart from Kaoroo and Bonmberd, what will the approximate date of sale
or demolition be for each, and what will be the method of sale?

(3) If agents are to be involved in the sales, how will they be chosen?
(4) Does Homeswest have in place, or intend to have in place, any plans to

accommodate the existing tenants of these properties?
(5) Will this involve giving these tenants some priority over those persons on

the existing waiting lists for Horneswest accommodation?
(6) Does Homeswest intend to offer any additional incentives to help

prospective purchasers buy these homes and units, over and above those
which apply to other Homeswest tenants?

(7) If yes, what are these additional incentives?
Mrt PRINCE replied.
(1) The demolition or sale of the balance of the Homeswest properties in

Withers will be managed on a staged basis and subject of financial and
market trends. Stage 1 of the marketing has commenced and some
properties in Stallard and Wilkerson Way are being approved for sale
upon vacation. I understand a copy of the proposed plan will be made
available to the member.

4334 [ASSEMBLY]



[Thursday, 25 May 1995] 43
(2) The date of sales subject to market fluctuations and the release will be

either by the right to buy scheme or by private treaty.
(3) Bunbury City Realty through a selected tender process.
(4) Yes.
(5) Yes. As per any Homeswest redevelopment project.
(6) No.
(7) Not applicable.

HOMESWEST - KAOROO AND BOMBERI FLATS, DEMOLITON
887. Mr DL. SMITH to the Minister for Housing:

(1) How many units of accommodation and what type of accommodation is
provided in Kaoroo and Bomberi flats?

(2) For each of these how many have been occupied, and what was the
category of tenant for each month since 30 June 1993?

(3) What is the expected demolition date for -
(a) Bomberi;
(b) Kaoroo?

(4) On what dates will the current tenants of -
(a) Bomberi;
(b) Kaoroo;
have to vacate their accommodation in those flats?

(5) What arrangements has Homeswest made, or does it intend to make, to
ensure these tenants are accommodated elsewhere and what priority will
they be given in comparison to those already on the waiting list for
Homeswest accommodation?

Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Kaoroo - 12 bedsitters, 18 two bedroom, 18 three bedroom. Total 48

units.
Bomberi - (Parkside Mews) 4 three bedroom, 36 two bedroom. Total 40
units.

(2) Kaoroo/Bomberi - This matter is being researched and the information
will be provided directly to the member in writing.

(3) No dates set. Demolition will be considered only should the units not be
sold.

(4) Kaoroo - Homeswest tenants are being relocated to alternative Homeswest
accommodation at no cost to them. It is anticipated the transfers will be
finalised prior to sale.
Bomberi - Private tenants of these units are under periodic tenancy
agreements. On the sale of the units the vacation dates will be dependent
upon the new owners' requirements for the apartments.

(5) Kaoroo - All tenants of Kaoroo, have been interviewed and transfer
applications completed. They have been given priority to be relocated to
alternative honourable members accommodation as it becomes available.
Bomberi - These are private tenants and will not be relocated by
Horneswest.
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HQMESWEST - CAREY PARKM PROPERTIES MANAGED BY PRIVATE
AGENTS

889. Mr DL. SMITH to the Minister for Housing:
(1) In relation to the area known as Carey Park, have any of the properties

owned by Homeswest been managed by private agents since I March
1993?

(2) If yes, how many are being so managed and what is the address of each,
and the category of accommodation of each?

(3) What is the name of the agent involved for each?
(4) When and how were they appointed?
(5) If it was by tender, did any other agent tender and if so -

(a) who else tendered,
(b) what was the amount of the tender?

(6) What are or were terms and consideration of appointment of the agent
who is managing or has managed them?

(7) Who determines the rentals to be charged for these tenancies?
(8) With respect to each of these tenancies -

(a) who is responsible for responding to complaints of misbehaviour
of tenants;

(b) who is responsible for ensuring the properties are kept in a clean
and tidy condition;

(c) who is responsible for ensuring the gardens and lawn are kept in a
clean and tidy and well mown state?

(9) Are the tenants eligible for -
(a) bond assistance from Homeswest;
(b) rebated rents because of their low incomes or Social Security

status?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Lot 23 (43) Xavier Street, Carey Park - 2 bedroom.

Lot 15 (27) Xavier Street, Carey Park - 2 bedroom and sleepout.
Lot 21 (39) Xavier Street, Carey Park -2 bedroom.
Lot 115 (17) Little Street, Carey Park -4 bedroom
Lot 32 (38) Bright Street, Carey Park -2 bedroom
Lot 31 (40) Bright Street, Carey Park -3 bedroom
Lot 35 (32) Bright Strieet, Carey Park -2 bedroom
Lot 26 (49) Xavier Street, Carey Park - 3 bedroom
Lot 24 (45) Xavier Street, Carey Park -2 bedroom
Lot 218 (12) Yorla Road, Carey Park -2 bedroom
Lot 12 (21) Xavier Street, Carey Park -2 bedroom
Lot 14 (25) Xavier Street, Carey Park -3 bedroom
Lot 65 (17) Frankel Street, Carey Park -2 bedroom
Lot 13 (36) Hands Avenue, Carey Park (4 May 1993 - 26 April 1994 now
being refurbished.)

(3) Formerly Bunbury Land and Estate Agency now progressively
transferring to Bunbury City Realty.

(4)-(5) Apart from lot 36 Hands Avenue - which was a one-off acquisition
acquired for future development - approval to appoint Bunbury Land and
Estate Agency was given on 13 October 1994. Bunbury Land and Estate
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Agency was awarded a tender to manage Homeswest properties on I July
1993. The properties above were allocated to that firm as an extension of
this tender. As from I May 1995, Bunbury City Realty will progressively
take over the management of these units as a consequence of being
awarded a selected tender.

(6) Based on the REIWA management authority.
(7) Agent.
(8) (a) Agent.

(b) Agent/Tenant
(c) Agent/Tenant.

(9) (a) Yes.
(b) No.

WATER AUTHORITY - P A CONSULTING GROUP, PROJECTS
897. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Water

Resources:
(1) What projects has P A Consulting Group conducted for the Water

Authority of Western Australia in 1993 and 1994?
(2) When were each of those projects undertaken?
(3) When were each of those projects completed?
(4) What was the cost of each project?
(5) What was the purpose of each project?
(6) Which WAWA staff and which P A Consulting Group staff worked on

each project?
(7) How many tenders were received for each project?
(8) Did P A Consulting Group have the lowest priced tender?
(9) Are copies of any reports resulting from the work undertaken by P AConsulting Group available to me, and if so, what are the titles of those

reports?
(10) Are copies of any reports resulting from the work undertaken by P A

Consulting Group not available to me, and if so, what are the titles of
those reports?

Mr McNEE replied:
The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -
I refer the member to question on notice 393 dated 4 April 1995.
With regard to parts of this question which are not answered by question onnotice 393, 1 am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would
be required to provide the information sought. The Government recently released
its report on consultants engaged by government for the six months ended 31December 1994. This report will be now prepared on a six monthly basis and will
provide the member with the readily available information on consultancies.

SERVICE STATIONS - AUSTRALIND BYPASS APPLICATION
940. Mr D.L. SMIT7H to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Did the Minister write a letter in support of an application for an AA use
service station on the Australind bypass?

(2) If yes, who asked the Minister to write such a letter, and why did he do
so?

4337



(3) What advice did the Minister seek from the Main Roads Deparment
before writing this letter, and in particular -

(a) on what date did he seek that advice;
(b) how did he seek it;
(c) who did he seek it from;
(d) on what date was such advice provided;
(e) how was it provided?

(4) To the extent that the Minister supported this application, how does he
distinguish the land concerned from any other land abutting the -Australind
by-pass, Old Coast Road, Robertson Drive or Bussell Highway?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

On 10 October 1994, Mr Robert Nicholson, an architect from Bunbury,
asked me to confirm to the City of Bunbury that access to the proposed
service station site had been agreed to. This was required as part of the
planning approval process.
My reply, which was a letter of confirmation not support was sent to Mr
Nicholson on 15 November and indicated that the development could
proceed from a Main Roads point of view subject to the developer
meeting requirements set down by Main Roads in respect of vehicle
movements to and from the service station. This case was treated on its
merits. However, I might add that I certainly considered this development
should proceed and was actively involved in bringing the matter to a
positive conclusion.

WESTRAIL - CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SECURITY OFFICERS
Training

947. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) What are the standards required for eligibility for training for the newly
created position of Westrail customer service and security officers?

(2) Are those the same standards as are required for entry for training for the
police force?

(3) Will the training of customer service and security officers be carried out at
the Police Academy?

(4) What form of training will be provided?

(5) What is the estimated cost per officer of such training?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) Appointees to the positions will be required to pass the Western Australian
police service entrance examinations.

(2) Yes.
(3) Part of the training will be conducted at the Police Academy.

(4) A 15 week training course will be provided which will consist of police
subjects, customer service modules, Westrail safeworking, electrification
awareness training and senior frst-aid training.

(5) $10000.
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WESTRAIL - PASSENGER SERVICE AlTENDANTS, FUTURE

EMPLOYMENT
948. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

What will the employment opportunities be for currently employed Westrailpassenger service attendants when the new position of customer service andsecurity officer is introduced?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -
Passenger service staff affected by the proposed changes to Westrail's suburbanstaff structure have had the opportunity to apply for the 93 customer and securityservices officer positions recently advertised. They will also be able to apply forthe 35 newly created customer service assistant positions which will be advertisedshortly. Those staff who are unsuccessful in obtaining one of the new positions,or any other vacancy existing within Westrail, will be treated in accordance withthe Public Sector Management Act, which provides for redeployment within the
public sector, and severance.

RAILWAYS - NORTHERN SUBURBS, COSTS
973. Mr PENDAL to the inister representing the Minister for Transport:

In respect of the northern suburbs railway, what is the cost of -
(a) the Perth-Joondalup rail line itself;
(b) the railway stations;
(c) other ancillary services?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -
(a) $59018000.
(b) $62 563 000.
(c) Roe Street level crossing $1 429 000

Claisebrook buildings $2 085 000
Land $1809000
Fencing/barriers $3 018 000
Signalling and control systems $9 417 000
Radio communications $4 989 000
Overhead catenary $9 707 000
Power supply infrastructure $5 438 000
Project management costs $8 067 000
Railcars $118000000

PRISONS - BANDYUP
Abortions and Miscarriages

994. Dr WATSON to the Minister assisting the Minister for Justice:
(1) Further to answer to question on notice 240 of 1995, how does theministry distinguish between abortion and miscarriage?
(2) What is the name of the woman, if previously published, who was an"abortion case" on 9 July 1994?
(3) What is the name of the woman, if previously published, who miscarried

on 21 July 1994?
(4) How many weeks pregnant were the women, firstly, who was an "abortion

case" on 2 December 1994, woman A, and, secondly, who miscarried on
17 February 1995, woman B?
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(5) For how long did -
(a) woman A;
(b) woman B;
have symptoms and signs that their pregnancy was in danger?

(6) When -date and time -did -
(a) woman A;
(b) woman B;
report this to prison staffl

(7) What action did prison staff take on receiving these reports from -

(a) woman A;
(b) woman B?

(8) When -date and time -did -
(a) woman A;
(b) woman B?
see a nurse or doctor?

(9) Where did -
(a) woman A;
(b) woman B?
first see a nurse or doctor?

(10) Is-
(a) woman A;.

(b) woman B?
still serving time at Bandyup?

(11) Did the ministry report these events to the Ombudsman's current inquiry?

(12) When will the Ombudsman's report into this inquiry be presented to the
Parliament?

Mr MINSON replied:

(1) The ministry utilises the accepted definitions used by the Health
Department

(2)-(3) The ministry is unable to disclose this information without the consent of
the person concerned. Prisoners do not lose the right of medical
confidentiality while they are in prison.

(4)-(10)
These matters are all subject to the Parliamentary Commissioner's inquiry.

(11) The ministry is cooperating fully with the Parliamentary Commissioner.

(12) This question needs to be referred to the Parliamentary Commissioner.

ROAD TRAINS - MIDLAND TRIALS

1007. Mrs.HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Which community groups will the Minister be meeting in regard to the
Midland road train trials?

(2) When does the Minister expect to complete community consultation?

(3) When does the Minister expect to produce his final report and
recommendations to Cabinet?
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(4) When can the public expect an announcement on this issue?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -
(1) I will be pleased to meet any community group that wishes to discuss theoutcome of the road train trial for the transport of livestock between theApple Street road train assembly area and the Midland saleyards.
(2) Discussions have taken place with officers and councillors from the Shireof Swan, representing the interests of people in the area as agreed prior tothe trial.

(-4)A final report has been produced by Main Roads and I willibe furtherconsidering the recommendations in due course.
ROAD TRAINS - SWAN AREA, COMMUNITY GROUPS CONCERN

1008. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has the Minister received correspondence from any communitygroups/individuals expressing concern about road trains going through thearea of Swan?
(2) How many individuals have contacted the Minister's office?
(3) How many community groups have contacted the Minister's officeexpressing concern about the road trains and what are the names of these

groups?
(4) How many of the groups that have contacted the Minister's office will bedirectly consulted by the Minister on this issue?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -
(1)-(4) To the best of my knowledge, and according to records held in my office,there has not been a single complaint since the road train trial commenced

in December 1993.

POLICE - OFFENCE INFORMATION SYSTEM
1011. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:

(1) What information is entered into the offence information system?
(2) How does this data influence the police service patrols?
(3) Is this information publicly available?
(4) Does the information system identify "high risk" areas or suburbs?
(5) If yes, what are the areas and suburbs that are classified as high risk?
Mr WIESE replied:
The Commissioner of Police has provided the following advice -
(1) Data relating to selected offences reported or becoming known to police.
(2) All police officers have access to the offence information system and fromthe interrogation of this system, supervisors ensure that patrols provide

attention to recent problem areas.
(3) No. However, if the member has a specific request he should put that in

writing to me.
(4) No. However, the information system does identify the number of reports

and offences in each area.
(5) Not applicable.
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DE PAUL CENTRE - DE PAUL COMMUNrTY SUPPORT SERVICE
Incorporated Bodies; Government Funding

1017. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Are the De Paul Centre and the De Paul Community Support Service,
which have been in receipt of either commonwealth or state funding over
the past four years, both incorporated bodies?

(2) What were the annual amounts of commonwealth or state funding
received by these organisations in each of 1992, 1993, 1994 and 1995?

Pr NICHOLLS replied:

(1) The De Paul Centre is funded by the Department for Community
Development under the trustees of the Daughters of Charity of St Vincent
De Paul, a body corporate under the provisions of the Roman Catholic
Church Communities Act 1942-48. The trustees of the Daughters of
Charity of St Vincent de Paul established the Daughters of Charity
Services (WA) Ltd,.a company registered under the Corporations Law of
WA, on 15 September 1994. The operation of both the De Paul Centre
and the De Paul community support service come under the jurisdiction of
this company - the Daughters of Charity Services (WA) Ltd.

The De Paul Centre is funded by the Department for Community
Development through the supported accommodation assistance program.
A funding agreement exists with the trustees of the Daughters of Charity
but procedures are under way to transfer the financial responsibilities to
the newly established corporation of the Daughters of Charity Services
(WA) Ltd. Both of these are incorporated bodies. The De Paul
community support service is funded by the Western Australian Health
Department to provide psycho/social support for people with mental
illness.

(2) The amount of funding provided to the De Paul community support
service by the Health Department is unknown. The annual amount of
Department for Community Development funding received by the De
Paul Centre is as follows -

1991-92 $151 862
1992-93 $169021
1993-94 $181 853
1994-95 $162785

The additional amounts received in 1992-93 and 1993-94 were for one of
the De Paul Centre's staff who was on secondment to the Health
Department's community psychiatric support service. In the following
year the Daughters of Charity established the De Paul community support
service to receive direct funding from the Health Department.

ROADS - CAUSEWAY, TRAFFIC COUNT

10 19. Mr KOBELKE to the Minis ter representing the Mnister for Transport:

(1) What is the average weekday hourly vehicle count during the peak period
for the three lanes of traffic heading west towards the city over the
Causeway?

(2) On average, for how long is the peak traffic flow maintained on a
weekday and at what time of the day does this peak flow occur?

(3) What is estimated to be the maximum average weekday hourly vehicle
count which the current Causeway configuration could carry west towards
the city?
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(4) What is the average weekday hourly vehicle count during peak period for
the three lanes of traffic heading east out of the city over the Causeway?

(5) On average, for how long is the peak traffic flow for a weekday and at
what time of day does this eastward flow occur?

(6) What is estimated to be the maximumn possible average weekly hourly
vehicle count for traffic moving eastward out of the city over the current
three lanes provided on the Causeway?

(7) What is the estimated average weekday hourly vehicle count during peak
period for traffic travelling over the Causeway towards the city on the
current three lanes in the year 2021, if no additional traffic lanes or
bridges are provided and with all other relevant parameters the same as
those used to establish the figures given in the table on page 85 of the
September 1993 report of the Burswood Bridge and Road Committee?

(8) What is the estimated average weekday hourly vehicle count during peak
period for traffic travelling over the Causeway eastward out of the city on
the current three lanes in the year 2021, if no additional traffic lanes or
bridges are provided and with all other relevant parameters the same as
those used to establish the figures given in the table on page 85 of the
September 1993 report of the Burswood Bridge and Road Committee?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -
(1) 5600.
(2) 90 minutes, 7.30 - 9.00 pm.
(3) 5600.
(4) 4700.
(5) 90 minutes, 4.15 - 5.45 pm.
(6) 4900.
(7) 5 600.
(8) 4900.

ROADS - CAUSEWAY, TRAFFIC COUNT
1020. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) What is currently the average weekday traffic vehicle count for traffic
using the Causeway bridges?

(2) What is the average weekday traffic count for vehicles using the
Causeway that do not make a stop in either the central business district,
West Perth or Northbridge and as such are city bypass traffic not stopping
anywhere near the inner city area?

(3) What is the type and date of the study or traffic count upon which the
answer to the previous questions are based?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) The annual average, including flow of traffic over the Causeway in 1993-
94, was 102 256 vehicles per day.

(2)-(3)
Computer modelling carried out for the Burswood project in 1995 shows
that over 55 per cent of all trips over the Causeway do not have an origin
or destination in the central business district of Perth.
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PRISONS - OFFICERS, INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS PACKAGE SAVINGS
1030. Mr BROWN to the Minister assisting the Minister for Justice:

(1) What "savings" have been made in the first 10 months of this financial
year following the introduction of the prison officers industrial relations
changes on 1 July 1994?

(2) Have the savings been utilised in the Ministry of Justice?
(3) If so, how have the savings been spent?
Mr MINSON replied.
(1) Estimated savings for 1994-95 ame $5 680 000 (full year).
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

WESTRAIL - LOCOMOTIVES
New Purchases and Upgrades

1189. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) How many new locomotives will need to be purchased by Westrail to

implement the locomotive reforms under the proposed Right Track
changes?

(2) What will be the cost of purchasing new, and upgrading existing,
locomotives?

(3) What other rolling stock purchases, and upgrades to existing rolling stock,
will be necessary to implement the so called Right Track changes?

(4) From what source will purchases and upgrades be fuinded?
-Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) 24.
(2) Westrail's Right Track program has identified $66m for acquisition of 24

new locomotives. However, the actual cost will not be known until
tenders to be called in August-September this year have been evaluated.
.There are no current proposals to upgrade existing locomotives under the
Right Track program.

(3) Air brakes are to be fitted to all freight wagons.
(4) The source of funding is still to be determined.

WATER AUTHORITY - FLEET MANAGEMENT TENDERS
1193. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Water

Resources:
(1) Which companies have tendered for the management of the Western

Australia Water Authority's passenger and plant fleet?
(2) Has a tender been awarded yet?
(3) If not, when will a tender be awarded?
(4) Will the Minister provide me with information which will demonstrate

how the successful tender compares to the Water Authority's own
management of its fleet?

(5) If the tenders are not cheaper than the Water Authority's own
management, will the Minister reject the tender?

(6) If not, why not?
(7) If a tender has already been awarded, who has the tender been awarded to?
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(8) What are the terms and conditions of the tender?
Mr McNEE replied:.
Ite Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -
(1) (a) Tenders received for fleet management and maintenance of

passenger, light commercial and heavy vehicles from the following
organisations -

JMJ Fleet Management Pty Ltd
EasiFleet Management (joint bid with Skilled Engineering)
TNT Fleet Management - a division of TNT Australia Pty Ltd
Motor Management Services Pty Ltd - NBM Fletcher Pty Ltd
Major Motors Pty Ltd
Atkinson's Car Care Centre
Orix Australia Corporation Limited
Custom Service Leasing Limited - traing as Custom Fleet
Professional Fleet Services Pty Ltd (joint bid for both contracts)
Cockburn Contract Services - a division of Cockburn Corporation
Ltd
EasiFleet Management

(b) Tenders received for management and maintenance of plant and
equipment from the following organisations -

Esanda Finance
Motor Management Services Pty Ltd - NBM Fletcher Pty Ltd
Skilled Engineering Limited (joint bid with EasiFleet
Management)
Brambles Manfords - a division of Brambles Australia Limited
Coates Hire
EasiFleet Management (joint bid with Skilled Engineering)
Powertrain Trading
Cockburn Corporation Limited
Holtfreter (Limited) or Kendall Machinery Co Limited
Professional Fleet Services Pty Ltd (joint bid for both contracts)
Pump Force Repairs and General Engineering
Wreckair Pty Ltd

(2) No.
(3) It is anticipated that the tenders will be awarded during May 1995.
(4) Detailed analysis has shown that the short-listed tenderers equal or exceed

the authority's current fleet management capacity.
(5) The short-listed tenderers; are all lower than the authority's fleet

management/maintenance cost.
(6)-(7) Not applicable.
(8) The "General Conditions of Contract for the Supply of Services"

developed by the State Supply Commission apply. In addition, where
appropriate, special conditions of contract may be negotiated with the
successful tenderer.

WATER AUTHORITY - METROPOLITAN OPERATIONS AND
MAINTENANCE FUNCTIONS, CONTRACTING OUT

1194. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Water
Resources:
(1) At what stage is the process to contract out the metropolitan operations

and maintenance functions of the Water Authority of Western Australia?
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Twenty four registrations of interest were received. They were from, (in
the order the registrations were opened) -

WOMA (Australia) Pty Ltd
BOS Australia Pty Ltd
Clough Engineering Limited
United Construction Pty Ltd
Skilled Engineering Limited
Dawson-AOC Pty Ltd
North West Water Australia Pty Ltd
George Moss Ltd (trading as GEMCO)
John Holland Construction and Engineering Pty Ltd
Kilpatrick Green Pty Ltd
O'Donnell Griffin Services
Anglian Water International Ltd
Gardner Perrot (a division of Brambles Australia Ltd)
Minproc Engineers Ltd
Airvac WA Pty Ltd
Thiess Environmental Service
Tubemakers-Yorkshire Water Services
Westate Water
Thames Water International
Transfield Maintenance (a division of Transfield Construction Pty
Ltd)
Australian Water Services Pty Ltd
Serco Australia Pty Limited
Middlemass Industrial Services Pty Ltd
Monadelphous Engineering Associates Pty Ltd
ABB James Watt Pty Limited

Yes.
Of the six companies invited to tender for the work, the following have
formed a joint venture with an overseas company, or have a business
relationship with an overseas company -
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(2) How many expressions of interest have been received and from whom?
(3) Is the Minister aware of any interest in those metropolitan operations and

functions from French, British or other overseas companies?
(4) If so, which companies?
(5) Would the Minister consider contracting those functions to overseas

companies?
Mr McNEE replied:
The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -

(1) Six companies have been invited to tender for the Perth North and Perth
South operations and maintenance service contracts. The six were
selected from the 24 submissions received in the registration of interest
stage. The six invited to tender ame -

Clough Engineering Limited-,
Dawson-AOC Pty Ltd;
Serco Australia Pty Ltd;
Thiess Environmental Service;
Tubemakers-Yorkshire Water Services;
Transfield Maintenance (a division of Transfield Construction Pty Ltd);
and
United Construction Pty Ltd.

Tenders close on 30 May.
(2)

(3)
(4)
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Dawson-AOC Pty Ltd-,
Thiess Environmental Service & Tubemakers-Yorkshire Water
Services; and
Serco Australia Pty Ltd.

Of the 18 that were not invited to tender, the following companies have an
overseas business relationship -

EQS Australia Pty Ltd-,
North West Water Australia Pty Lid-,
Anglian Water International Ltd;
Westate Water,
Thames Water International; and
ABB James Watt Pty Ltd.

(5) Contracts are awarded on a commnercial best value for money basis in
meeting the specified criteria and as such if an overseas company was
evaluated as providing the best value, a contract could be awarded.

WATER AUTHORITY - COLLIE, BURN AND CARDIFF WATER SUPPLY
1195. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Water

Resources:
(1) How many bores have been constructed to reinstate domestic and stock

supplies where loss of water supply has occurred in Colle, Burn and
Cardiff?

(2) How many other bores will be constructed in that area during 1995?
(3) What consideration has been given to reviewing the licence conditions for

mine water discharge into the Collie River?
(4) Is water still mined from aquifers in the Collie area, and if so, by whom

and in what quantities?
(5) When does the Minister expect to have the Department of Environmental

Protection's assessment of proposals for the discharge of wastewater from.
the new Collie Power Station?

Mr McNEE replied:
The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -

(1) There have been four bores constructed to reinstate domestic and stock
supplies near Collie Burn and Cardiff.

(2) There is a possibility that one additional bore will be drilled.
(3) Licences are issued by the Department of Environmental Protection.

Water quality conditions on these licences ame proposed by the Water
Authority. Licence conditions ame formulated on the basis of meeting
environmental objectives determined at the time, but may be varied at any
stage after issue to match specific needs and the state of knowledge of the
receiving environment.

(4) Total annual abstraction for the years 1984 to 1994 was between 23m and
32m kilolitres per year. Approximately 68 per cent of annual abstraction
is used by the Muja power station. The rest is abstracted by Western
Collieries and Griffin Coal and discharged into the river system.
Temporary dewatering of mine pits is necessary to permit the mining to
safely occur.

(5) The Environmental Protection Authority released Bulletin 777 in May
1995 dealing with, among other things, the release of wastewater from the
new Collie power station.
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WATER AUTHORITY - CITY BEACH PILOT PROJECT
1197. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parlianmentary Secretary to the Minister for Water

Resources:
(1) What was the total cost of the pilot project aimed at stemming high water

consumption in City Beach?
(2) What were the postage costs?
(3) What was the cost of holding a garden and irrigation talk at a residence in

City Beach for six people on 25 January 1995?
(4) Was a further garden and irrigation talk held in the first week of April or

at any other time?
(5) If so, where was the talk held and how many local people attended?
(6) What was the cost of that talk?
(7) What is the breakdown of all costs for the City Beach pilot project so far?
Mr McNEE replied:
The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -

(1) The total cost to date is $7 980.
(2) Total cost of postage was $520.
(3) Total cost $80.
(4) A proposed second garden talk was cancelled.
(5)-(6) Not applicable.
(7) $

Postage 520
John ColwilI 80
Salaries and overheads lI-M
Total $7 980

WATER AUTHORITY - HOMESWEST, HILTON, CONSTRUCTION WORK
1198. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Water

Resources:
(1) Have Water Authority of Western Australia construction branch staff

undertaken any work for Homneswest in Hilton during 1994 or 1995?
(2) If so, what work and when?
Mr McNEE replied:
The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -

(1) No.
(2) Construction branch is working on Water Authority sewerage reticulation

areas Spearwood 13K and 21D. Although these sewerage reticulation
areas are associated with the Hilton redevelopment, they are funded by the
Water Authority of Western Australia

WATER AUTHORITY - PERTH WATER FUTURE STUDY
1204. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Water

Resources:
(1) Has the Perth water future study been completed?
(2) If so, has it been forwarded to the Environmental Protection Authority for

assessment?
(3) Will the Minister provide me with a copy?
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(4) If the Perth water future study has not been completed, when will it be
finalised?

Mr McNEE replied:
The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -
(1) No. The documents for the Perth water future study are currently being

printed
(2) No. The "main report" document for the Perth water future study will be

forwarded to the Environmental Protection Authority for assessment in
early June 1995.

(3) Yes. Copies of the "overview report" of the study will be provided free to
all members of Parliament during the week beginning 5 June 1995.
Copies of the "main report" are available from the Water Authority.

(4) The Perth water future study will be completed after the Water Authority
has responded to the recommendations and conditions set as a result of the
assessment by the Environmental Protection Authority. This will
probably be in late 1995.

NUFARM LTD, KWINANA - WORKER AFFECTED BY GAS REPORT
1206. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for Environment

(1) Has the Minister received a final report on the incident at Kwinana -on 23
November 1994 when a worker at Nufarm was affected by gas?

(2) What are the recommendations of this report?
(3) Will the Minister table this report?
(4) How does this differ from the preliminary report compiled by the

Department of Environmental Protection in December 1994?
(5) Will the Minister table this report?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) (i) CSBP should undertake programs to educate neighbouring

industries employees on the nature of CSBP's operations.
(ii) Emissions from CSBP's granulation plant - where fertiliser

granules are made - need to be better characterised.
(iii) CSBP should improve its communications protocols with

neighbouring industries in the event of abnormal emissions which
may cause any discomfort to other industry employees.

(iv) CSBP should also notify the Department of Environmental
Protection following such events.

(3) Yes. [See paper No 295.]
(4) There were not significant differences in the conclusions nor

recommendations between the preliminary report and final report.
(5) Yes.

WESTRAEL - CONTRACT WORK, PRINCIPALS' WAGES
1207. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

Further to question on notice 76 of 1995, what were the wages of each of the
principals of the companies carrying out the contract work?
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Mr LEWIS replied-
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

I have no knowledge of the wages that companies listed in my reply to question
on notice 76 of 28 March 1995 pay to their principals.

WESTRAIL - A GONINAN & CO. FORMER EMPLOYEES
1208. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

Further to question on notice 219 of 1995, how is it that the Minister is aware of
former Westrail employees involved in contract work in his answer to question on
notice 76 of 1995, and yet he is unaware of former employees working in
Goninans?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply-
The registered companies listed in my reply to question on notice 76 have
principals who were former Westrail employees. This is known to Westrail
because the work these companies canry out is specialised work for which former
experienced Westrail employees have set themselves up in business to carry out.
Westrail does not keep a record of the current employment of former employees
either at A. Goninan and Co or any other private sector company. Therefore, I
was unable to answer part (3) of question on notice 219.

ROADS - NORTHERN CITY BYPASS
Cost-benefit Analysis

1212. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Has there been a cost-benefit analysis on the northern city bypass?

, (2) Is the Minister aware of the British Department of Transport's Standing
Advisory Committee on Trunk Road Assessment Report?

(3) If so, was this report taken into account as part of the Government's cost-
benefit analysis?

(4) What is the result of the cost-benefit analysis?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) Yes.
(3) No. The traffic forecast methods used in Perth have proved to be accurate

over many years. A recent independent review of the methods verified its
accuracy and currency.

(4) Depending upon the assumptions of future situations the range of very
positive cost benefit ratios is between plus 3 and plus 7.

WATER AUTHORITY - RECORDS MANAGEMENT, CONTRACTING OUT
1251. Mrs ROBERTS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Water

Resources:
(1) Is consideration being given to contracting out the records management

function of the Water Authority of Western Australia?
(2) If so, what is proposed?
(3) How many WAWA jobs will be lost?
(4) What is the time frame for implementation?
Mr McNEE replied:
The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -
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(1) Yes.
(2) Tenders have been called for the non-core records activities for the water

centre. Upon receipt of the tenders, the authority will determine if the
management of the water centre records non-come activities wil be
undertaken in-house or under contract.

(3) Until specific proposals are received from tenderers, and evaluated, it is
not clear how many positions, if any, will be affected.

(4) Implementation, if agreed, should be completed by 1 August 1995.
JUSTICE, MINISTRY OF - SENIOR STAFF, SELECTION PROCESS

1262. Mr BROWN to the Minister assisting the Minister for Justice:
(1) What is the selection process for senior staff in the Ministry of Justice?
(2) Is the selection criteria based on -

(a) merit;
(b) demonstrated capacity to do the job;
(c) experience;
(d) relevant qualifications;
(e) mateship?

(3) Have any positions been filled by use of the criteria in (2)(e) above?
Mr MINSON replied:
(1) The selection process for the appointment of senior executive officers -

classified level 9 and above - is undertaken in accordance with the
provisions of the Public Sector Management Act 1994. Section 53 deals
with the appointment of senior executive officers and the approved
procedures - approved by the Minister for Public Sector Management on
29 September 1994.

(2) The selection criteria are based on the minimum essential selection criteria
standards that are set out in the approved procedures.

(3) Not applicable.
ROADS - MITCHELL FREEWAY, LOFTUS STREET BRIDGE, TRAFFIC

COUNT
1290. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) What is the average weekday traffic count of vehicles using the Mitchell
Freeway in the vicinity of the Loftus Street Bridge?

(2) What is the average weekday traffic count for the number of vehicles
using the Mitchell Freeway and passing under the Loftus Street Bridge
heading towards the city?

(3) What is the average weekday traffic count for the number of vehicles
using the Mitchell Freeway and passing under the Loftus Street Bridge
heading north away from the city?

(4) What is the current design specification for the maximun hourly traffic
count for this section of the Mitchell Freeway for both traffic heading into
the city during the morning peak period and for the traffic leaving the city
during the evening peak period?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) The 1993-94 annual average weekday count is 96 539 vehicles per day.
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(2) The 1993-94 annual average weekday count is 47 930 vehicles per day.
(3) The 1993-94 annual average weekday count is 48 609 vehicles per day.
(4) About 1 700 passenger car units per hour per lane.

INNER CITY RESIDENTIAL PROJECT - KPFMG MANAGEMENT SERVICES
REPORT

Planrdng Group Report
129 1. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Has the report on the financial applications of the inner city residentialproect, undertaken by KPMG Management Services, been completed?
(2) What were the specific objectives for this consultancy?
(3) What action, if any, has the Minister taken on the advice contained in the

report produced as a result of this consultancy?
(4) Has the Minister received a report on the inner city residential

development project undertaken by the planning group?
(5) What were the specific objectives set for this consultancy?
(6) What action, if any, has the inister taken as a result of receipt of this

report?
Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) The report is complete to the extent that the steering committee considers

the brief has been met.
(2) To assess the financial implications of inner city residential development

with a view to recommending appropriate policy initiatives which would
provide a sustainable base for inner city residential development,
specifically -

to identify those charges and fees which prejudice, discriminate or
otherwise unnecessarily impact upon the provision of residential
accommodation in the inner city; and
to make recommendations which, as much as possible, can be
implemented within the existing legislative framework and
administrative procedures.

(3) The report is under consideration.
(4) Yes.
(5) To review the current planning and building controls on inner city

housing, and to provide a guidance manual that is easily understood.
(6) The report is under consideration.

ROAD FUNDING - SOUTH WEST ROAD WORKS
1293. Mr DL SMITH to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) For each of the next 10 years what road works in the south west does the
State Government and Main Roads Department intend to fund fr-om its
fuel levy funds?

(2) In each of these years, what road works from other funding sources does
the State Government or Main Roads Department intend to undertake in
the south west?

(3) In answers (1) and (2), please describe -

(a) the road works involved,
(b) the contemplated period of construction;
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(c) the value of the work-,
(d) the funding source?

(4) If the Minister does not have the information for all of these 10 years, will
he provide it for the years he does have?

Mr LEWIS replied:
lt Minister for Transport has provided the following reply-
(l)-(4) The document "Roads Building for a Responsible Future - April 1995"

sets out basic information about the additional Sib road funding progra.
It also includes basic information about the existing 10 year roads
program and I table a copy of the document for the member. [See paper
No 296.]
Some $700m will be raised by the recent state fuel levy increase and this,
together with $300m from the consolidated fund, will be expended on our
road system. Copies of this document are being widely circulated in the
community, including to all members of Parliament.

WATER AUTHORITY - STAFF REDUCTIONS
Bunbwry, Roelands, Harvey, Collie, Bussehton

1295. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Water
Resources:
(1) Does the Water Authority of Western Australia intend to reduce the

number of its employees and staff at -
(a) Bunbury;
(b) Roelands;
(c) Harvey;
(d) Collie;
(e) Busselton?

(2) If yes, what are the numbers and categories of staff and employees at each
of these centres who are likely to lose their present jobs in -
(a) 1994-95;
(b) 1995-96;
(c) 1996-97;
(d) 1997-98?

Mr McNEE replied:
The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -

(1) The Water Authority of Western Australia is currently undergoing a
restructure and the above information is not currently available. I Will
advise the member as soon as the information is available.

(2) Not applicable.
BUNBURY PORT - LIVESTOCK SHIPMENTS

1303. Mr DL. SMITH to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) How many ships have loaded livestock in Bunbury port since 1 March

1993?
(2) What was the name of each ship and what type and number of livestock

were loaded in each?
(3) When did each s hip berth and when did it leave?
(4) Who did the loading of the livestock?
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Mr LEWIS repic&-
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -
(1) 1 .
(2) Friesian Express - loaded live cattle.
(3) Arrival 8 April 1995 at 1645 hours. Departure 9 April 1995 at 1915

hours
(4) Bunbury Port Authority.

BUNBURY PORT AUTHORITY - EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS
1304. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Minister represeniting the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the total number of permanent Port Authority employees and
waterside worrsemployetthe Bunbuy prtasat.-
(a) 30 June 1992;
(b) 30 June 1993;
(c) 30 June 1994;
(d) 30 April 1995?

(2) In what categories of employment have jobs been lost?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply-
(1) (a) 30 Bunbury Port Authority and 30 waterside workers - includes

five foremen.
(b) 36 Bunbury Port Authority. Nil waterside workers.
(c) 38 Bunbwry Port Authority. Nil waterside workers.
(d) 40 Bunbwry Port Authority. Nil waterside workers.

(2) Waterside workers.
'WESTRAIL, - SOUTH WEST, CONTRACT WORK

1306. Mr D1- SMITH to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) How many contractors based in the south west have obtained work from

Westrail to perform work or provide services that were previously
provided by Westrail employees and staff anywhere in Western Australia
in the financial years -

(a) 1990-91;
(b) 1991-92;
(c) 1992-93;
(d) 1993-94; and
(e) between 30 June 1994 and 30 April 1995?

(2) What are the namnesof the conawtors and what was the total value of
contracts awarded to them in each of these years and what kind of work or
services were involved?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -
The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpse. However, if the member has a
specific question about contract work carried oat for Westrail I will be pleased to
respon&L
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WESTRAIL - SOUTH WEST, JOB LOSSES
130. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Of the 85 Westrail jobs to be abolished in Westrail in the south west, how
many are presently based in each of the following centres?
(a) Bunbury;
(b) Bridgetown;
(c) Collie;
(d) Manjimup;
(e) Picton?

(2) What types of jobs are included in the 36 jobs lost to the south west under
the headings -

(a) locomotive - 2;
(b) wagons - 5;
(c) plant and equipment - 3;
(d) electrical maintenance -2;
(e) civil maintenance - 36?

(3) How is it proposed that the civil maintenance will be done in the future?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -
(1) A total of 84 positions are to be abolished in the south west. The positions

are located as follows -

(a) Bunbury 33
(b) Bridgetown 7
(c) Collie 0
(d) Manjimup 6
(e) Picton 38

(2) (a)-(c) Mechanical tradespersons, fabrication tradespersons, timber and
allied tradespersons, and railway vehicle maintainers.

(d)-(e) Maintainers, advanced maintainers, electrical tradespersons,
fabrication tradespersons, and timber and allied tradespersons.

(3) Programmed civil maintenance tasks will be contracted to the private
sector. Nine mobile gangs will operate throughout the Westrai network
to perform the day to day maintenance tasks required for the safe
operation of train services. One of these gangs, comprising eight
employees, will operate in the south west district.

SPEED LIMITS - OLD COAST ROAD, DAWESVILLI E CUT-MANDURAH,
INCREASE

1320. Mr DL. SMITH to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Have Main Roads or the Minister received any request to increase the 90

kph speed limits on Old Coast Road between the Dawesville Cut and
Mandurah?

(2) Ifyes -
(a) when was such request received;,
(b) who made it;
(c) has the Minister made a decision?
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Mr LEWIS replied.
The Minister for Transport has provided dhe following reply -
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

DUCKS - DEATHS, BANNISTER CREEK
Canning Vale Industrial Estate, Waste Audit

1358. Dr WATSON to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Has the Minister seen a report in the CAnning Community newspaper of

2 May 1995 regarding die deaths of ducks at Bannister Creek on Good
Friday?

(2) How many ducks are known to have died?
(3) What investigations are to be or have been undertaken?
(4) What chemicals have caused these latest duck deaths?
(5) What is the danger to -

(a) other bird life;
(b) mammals, including dogs;
(c) reptiles and frogs;
(d) fish;
(e) plant life;
(f) people,
in the Canning River regional park?

(6) Is the Canning Vale industrial estate to be subject to an audit of waste
management and disposal?

Q7) If the chemnicals source is not Canning Vale, will the Minister commit
himself to establishing that source?

(8) If not, why not?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) Approximately 19.
(3)-(8) Initial results of water sampling and autopsies have not revealed any

chemical agent which might be responsible for the deaths or present any
danger to people or wildlife. Further investigations are under way in an
effort to establish the cause of the deaths.

MAIN ROADS - ASBESTOS RELATED DISEASES
COMPENSATION CLAIMS

1366. Mrt GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Have Main Roads, the Minister or any employee issued instructions, either

formal or informal, that would prevent an employee of the department
from giving evidence in cases that relate to claims for compensation for
asbestos related diseases against the department?

(2) If so -
(a) who issued the instructions;
(b) when were the instructions issued;
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(c) by what authority were such instructions issued-,
(d) how were such instructions issued-,
(e) will the Minister provide a copy of the instructions?

(3) Can the Minister confirm that the employment of an employee would not
be prejudiced in any manner if they took the actions outlined in (1) above?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Yes.

MAIN ROADS - ASBESTOS RELATED DISEASES
COMPENSATION CLANMS

1367. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Have Main Roads, the Minister or any employee issued instructions, either

formal or informal, that would prevent an employee of the department
from signing affidavits in cases that relate to claims for compensation for
asbestos related diseases against the department?

(2) If so -
(a) who issued the instructions;
(b) when were the instructions issued,

(c) by what authority were such instructions issued;,
(d) how were such instructions issued;
(e) will the Minister provide a copy of the instructions?

(3) Can the Minister confirm that the employment of an employee would not
be prejudiced in any manner if they took the actions outlined in (1) above?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Yes.

MAIN ROADS - ASBESTOS RELATED DISEASES
COMPENSATION CLAIMS

1368. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it the policy of the Minister or Main Roads to prevent their employees
from giving evidence in cases that relate to claims for compensation for
asbestos related diseases against the department?

(2) If so -
(a) who issued the policy;
(b) when was the policy issued;
(c) on whose authority was the policy issued;,
(d) will the Minister provide a copy of the policy?

(3) Can the. Minister confirm that the employment of an employee would not
be prejudiced in any manner if they took the actions outlined in (1) above?
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Mr LEWIS replied.
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Yes.

MAIN ROADS - ASBESTOS RELATED DISEASES
COMPENSATION CLAIMS

1369. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Is it the policy of the Minister or Main Roads to prevent their employees

from signing affidavits in cases that relate to claims for compensation for
asbestos related diseases against the department?

(2) If so -
(a) who issued the policy;
(b) when was the policy issued;
(c) on whose authority was the policy issued-,
(d) will the Minister provide a copy of the policy?

(3) Can the Minister confirm that the employment of an employee would not
be prejudiced in any manner if they took the actions outlined in (1) above?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following reply -
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Yes.

WATER AUTHORITY - GNANGARA MOUND, PRIVATE LAND
ACQUISITION POLICY

1374. Mr KOBELKE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Water
Resources:
(1) Does the Water Authority of Western Australia have a policy or strategy

for the acquisition of privately owned land on the Onangara mound?
(2) If so, will the Minister table a copy of that policy or strategy?
(3) When was that policy first put in place?
(4) How much money has been spent in each financial year on the acquisition

of land over the Gnangara mound since the establishment of a strategy to
buy up privately held land in that area?

Mr McNEE replied:
The Minister for Water Resources has provided the following reply -
(1) The Water Authority is preparing a land acquisition strategy for the

priority 1 source area of the Gnangara mound. This is an initiative of the
recommendations of the report of the Select Committee on Metropolitan
Development and Groundwater Supplies, which reported to Parliament on
1 December 1994. Previously the Water Authority did not have a policy
for acquisition of private land on the Onangara mound, except for the
arrangements under the Ellenbrook land exchange.

(2) Not yet completed.
(3) Not applicable.
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(4) Nil. Arrangements are proceeding to purchase land as a result of the
Ellenbrook Road exchange but no figures are available until sale contracts
are finalised.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN PLANNING COMMISSION - ELLEIBROOK
DEVELOPMENT

Land Exchange; Gnangara Mound, Land Purchase
1375. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:

(1) What are the details of the land exchange between the Western Australian
Planning Commission and the Ellenbrook developers that will enable the
purchase of privately owned land over the Gnangara mound?

(2) What is the amount of money involved in this exchange?

(3) What is the area of land that has been removed from the priority 1 area at
the south east corner of the Gnangara pine plantation and is now zoned
urban as a part of the Ellenbrook development?

(4) What is the area of land that is intended to be purchased over the
Gnangara mound as a replacement for the land forgone to the Ellenbrook
development?

Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) The Government agreed to the exchange subject to the purchase of an

approximately equivalent amount of privately owned land situated
elsewhere within the priority 1 Gnangara mound protection zone.
Accordingly, a portion of the net income from the exchange is to be
allocated to facilitate purchases.

(2) $1.4m.
(3)-(4) Subject to survey, approximately 374 ha.

WHITBY FALLS HOSTEL - CROWN RESERVE 7125; LAND TITLE

1381. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) What is the description for title or titles to the land on which the Whitby
Falls Hostel is situated, which is located approximately six kilometres
south of Armadale on the South West Highway?

(2) Are such titles fr-eehold, a Crown grant or some other form of tenure?

(3) Who is the owner or authority in whom the titles ame vested?

(4) When these titles were issued, were there any specific conditions applying
to these titles and, if so, do these or other conditions still apply?

Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Lands provides the following reply -

(1) The Whitby Falls Hostel is situated on reserve 7125 which is set aside for
"health purposes" and vested in the Minister for Health with power to
lease for any term.

(2) The land is a Crown reserve.
(3) See (1)
(4) Not applicable.

WESFARMERS CSBP PLANT, KWINANA - INCINERATOR FAN INCIDENT
1387. Mrs HENDERSON to the Minister representing the Minister for the

Environment:
In reference to a recent incident at the Wesfarmers CSBP plant in Kwinana in
which a fan in an incinerator exploded -
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(a) on how many previous occasions has this happened-,
(b) has the Department of Environmental Protection been advised of this

incident;
(c) has the company been required to close down operations as a result of this

incident?
Mr MINSON replied-
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following response -
(a) Without any reference to a date on which such an incident is alleged to

have occurred, it is difficult to identify what is being referred to. There
have been no incinerator fan "explosions" reported to the DEP. I can only
assume the question refers to an incident on 20 March 1995 when the air
fan for the sodium cyanide plant incinerator broke down following failure
of the main bearings. CSBP has advised the DEP that this type of failure
has occurred some three to four times previously due to substandard
bearings.

(b) The DEP was advised of the matter I have referred to on 20 March 1995.
(c) No.

WESFARMERS CSBP PLANT, KWINANA - INCINERATOR FAN INCIDENT
1388. Mrs HENDERSON to the Minister representing the Minister for the

Environment:
In reference to the recent incident at the Wesfanners CSBP plant in Kwinana in
which a fan in an incinerator exploded -

(a) when such an explosion had occurred on previous occasions, has the
company been required to close down operations;

(b) what gases or other substances escape to the atmosphere when the
incinerator breaks down;

(c) in what concentrations do these chemicals escape;
(d) on how many occasions have cyanide fumes escaped to the atmosphere

from this plant;
(e) has there been a change in policy with regard to closure of *the plant

following a breakdown of the incinerator?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following response -
(a) There have been no incinerator fan "explosions" reported to the DEP and

CSBP has not been required to close down operations.
(b) Should the incinerator break down, gases released into the atmosphere

include carbon dioxide, water vapour, nitrogen, hydrogen, carbon
monoxide and much smaller quantities of ammonia and hydrogen cyanide.

(c) The concentrations of the gases of most concern - ammonia and hydrogen
cyanide - are less than 2 000 parts per million and less than 80 parts per
million respectively.

(d) There have been no reported uncontrolled releases of hydrogen cyanide
from the plant since operations commenced.

(e) No.
PORT KENNEDY DEVELOPMENT - WETLANDS PROTECTION

1402. Mr PENDAL to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment
In reference -to the coalition's pre-election commitments concerning Port
Kennedy, and in particular, the protection of the wetlands -
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(a) are the wetlands, which are situated within proposed stage 1 of the project
and reputed to be 4 000 years old, to be adversely affected by being
absorbed into the golf course;

(b) if not, what level of protection has been, and will be, afforded to these
unique formations;

(c) if there is to be an adverse impact on these wetlands, will the Minister
institute talks with the developers and others involved to ensure that the
proposed north west/south east alignment of the extension to Port
Kennedy Drive is moved slightly inland, sufficient to allow the wetlands
to be incorporated into the proposed reserve?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following response -

(a)-(b) Protection of wetlands is subject to an environmental management plan in
which there ane specific criteria that must be met to ensure the function of
the wetlands is protected. The wetlands ane protected under
environmental conditions set by the Minister for the Environment
commitments made by the proponent and conditions set by the Assistant
Treasurer - recommended by the commonwealth Environmental
Protection Agency - as part of foreign investment approval.

(c) Given that the environmental management plan has been approved, the=
is no need to relocate the road. In addition the bulk of wetlands on the site
will be set aside within the proposed conservation reserve.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - WOMEN'S REFUGES
Funding

1433. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) Further to question on notice 451 of 1995, has a decision yet been made

on which of the existing metropolitan women's refuges will not be funded
in the 1995-96 financial year?

(2) If not, will all of the existing women's refuges be funded until such time
as the new supported accommodation assistance programs are
implemented?

(3) When will the women's refuges be advised if they ane to be funded in the
1995-96 financial year?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes, subject to commonwealth funds being available to the State.
(3) Metropolitan women's refuges have been advised that their funding

agreements will be extended to 31 December 1995, subject to
commonwealth funds being available to the State.

HOMESWEST - DEBT MANAGEMENT; RENTAL ARREARS
1436. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Housing:

(1) Further to question on notice 610 of 1995, what percentage of the
accommodation manager's workload is expected to be spent on collection
of debt?

(2) What target has been set as an acceptable level of debt?
Mr PRINCE replie&L
(1) There is no specified time allocated to the collection of debts; however,

accommodation managers spend about 20 per cent of their time on debt
managemen
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(2) No debt is acceptable to Homeswest; however, it is acknowledged that
customers do have some financial difficulties and a target of $15 per
account for rental debt has been Set. As at 31 March 1995, the average
rental debt per account was $15.68. In relation to question 610(1), the
figure of $70.97 represents the average rental arrears per account in debt.

HOMESWEST - CONTRACT WORK MONITORING
Estate Maintenance Budget

1437. Mr RIEBEING to the Minister for Housing:
(1) Further to question on notice 604 of 1995, what percentage of the

accommnodation manager's work is involved in supervision of contractors'
work?

(2) What is the total cost of maintenance contracts?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) In the metropolitan area, Homeswest employs two full time estate

managers to manage contractors' work. Accommodation managers also
have a role in monitoring contractor performance in their daily field
activities. The time spent by accommodation managers would depend on
the number of complexes in their individual rounds.

(2) Total budget for 1994-95 for estate maintenance is $2 590 000.
WESFI - FACTORIES, EMISSIONS

1445. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:
(1) What environmental standards is the Wesfi plant in Somersby Road,

Welshpool, required to meet with regard to emissions of -
(a) dust;
(b) noise;
(c) offensive odours?

(2) Does the plant meet these standards on a continuous basis?
(3) If not, what action has the Minister taken to ensure that the plant does

comply with the required standards?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following response -
(1) The Wesfi medium density fibre board plant in Somersby Road, Kewdale

is required to meet the conditions imposed in the Department of
Environmental Protection licence No 5227 - copy attached.
[See paper No 297.]

(2) The plant is considered to operate within the conditions of this licence for
almost all of the time. However, there are occasions when plant operating
conditions and failures result in the emission standards being breached for
short periods.

(3) To date this issue has been managed directly by the Department of
Environmental Protection.

WESFI - FACW11RIES, EMISSIONS
1446. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has the Minister received complaints from businesses and residents about
pollution emanating fr-om. the Wesfi factory in Somersby Road,
Welshpool?

(2) What action will the Minister take to protect these businesses and
residents from the pollution about which they complain?
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Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following response -

(1) Yes.
(2) Thbe Minister will require the Department of Environmental Protection to

continue to give high priority to workting with the company to ensure that
it operates within licence conditions. The licence will be periodically
reviewed to ensure that the standards set achieve an appropriate level of
environmental quality.

HOMESWEST - CONSTRUCTON PROGRAM
Belmomt-Carlisle, Cloverd ale, Kewdale, Redclaffe, Rivervale

1480. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Housing:
(1) What is Homeswest's construction program for 1995-96 in each of the

following suburbs -

(a) Belmont-Carlisle;
(b) Cloverdale;
(c) Kewdale;
(d) Redcliffe;
(e) Rivervale?

(2) How much will Homeswest spend on redevelopment in each of these
suburbs in 1995-96?

(3) How much has Homeswest spent on redevelopment in each of these
suburbs in each of the following years -

(a) 1988-89;
(b) 1989-90;
(c) 1990-91;
(d) 1991-92;
(e) 1992-93;
(f) 1993-94;
(.g) 1994-to date?

Mr PRINCE replied:
(1)-(2) Construction program for 1995-96 has not yet been announced.
(3) Belmont-Carlisle Redcliffe

(a) 1371984 (a) 290855
(b) 5190441 (b) 1015047
(C) 2126495 (C) 2404182
(d) 2846671 (d) 2758830
We 3953171 (e) 2557181
(f) 4470477 (f) 2694523
(g) 2154604 (9) 1679056
Cloverdale Rivervale
(a) 381 695 (a) 1 221 531
(b) 0 (b) 6400508
(C) 112845 (C) 856718
(d) 44881 (d) 2337861
(e) 451721 (e) 13732260
(f) 453 5" (f) 3367868
(9) 8698 (g) 3727321
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Kewdale
(a) 127 235
(b) 161 632
(c) 0
(d) 120063
(e) 442 448
(f) 8329
(g) 0

AIR QUALITY - MIETROPOLITAN AREA, STUDIES
1483. Mr PENDAL to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Does the Minister, the Environmental Protection Authority or the
Department of Environmental Protection have up to date information or
studies on "air-shed" or air quality readings over the metropolitan area as a
whole and the South Perth area in particular?

(2) If so, would he make such studies available to me?
(3) Do any such studies show the extent to which air quality in the South

Perth and neighbouring areas is affected by the huge build-up in freeway
traffic over the past decade?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following response -

(1) The Department of Environmental Protection and Western Power are
undertaking a study of photochemical smog over the Perth region. The
Department of Environmental Protection is also studying visibility
reduction caused by smoke and fine particles. There are 12 air quality
monitoring stations across the metropolitan region providing data for these
studies; the closest station to South Perth is in the Perth CBD.

(2) The studies are due to be completed in 1995 and the findings made public.
The member may obtain study reports from the Department of
Environmental Protection.

(3) No. The studies will show the current state of air quality across the
metropolitan region.

TRAFFIC CALMING - SCOTT REVIEW
1484. Mr PENDAL to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

Can the Minister indicate a release date for the Scott review of traffic calming in
the metropolitan area?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response-
As the member will be aware, the report was released on Monday, 22 May 1995.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT OF - COMPLAINTS
Dust, Bunbury Port, Cargoes Loaded or Unloaded

1487. Mr DL SMITH to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment
(1) In each of the relevant years since 30 June 1990, and for the period from

30OJune 1994 to date -
(a) how many complaints have been received by the Environmental

Protection Authority and/or the Department of the Environment;
(b) how many of these have related to dust;
(c) of those related to dust, how many have arisen from -

(i) land development for residential or special rural purposes;
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(ii) land clearing for agriculture;
(iii) agisting livestock and or feed-lots;
(iv) loading or unloading minerals or wood-chips;
(v) loading or unloading cargoes at the Bunbury Harbour,
(vi) noise?

(2) With respect to each of the above categories, how many can be said to
have been -

(a) resolved;
(b) outstanding?

(3) With respect to cargoes being loaded or unloaded at the Bunbury port how
many industrial complainants have been involved in each year?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) (a) Year Total complaints (b) Dust
1.7.90-30.6.91 2392 310
1.7.91-30.6.92 2 077 249
1.7.92-30.6.93 1 769 317
1.7.93-30.6.94 1 855 354
1.7.94-30.6.95 1 659 487

(c) Data are not available in a form to answer this question. However,
each complaint is dealt with and resolved as far as possible as it
arises.

(2) See (1)(c).
(3) There have been six complaints since 1990; one in 1990, three in 1993 and

two in 1994.
ROAD TRAINS - PERMITS, BREACHES

1502. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:
Will the Minister confirm his undertaking that if any of the conditions applying to
road train permits are breached that such permits will be revoked?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

Where a significant breach of permit conditions occurs, permits are suspended
while the matter is investigated and the issue resolved. For less significant
breaches, a warning is issued and repeated offences result in permits being
withdrawn. Breach of permit conditions can also be subject to prosecution under
the Traffic Act.

SWAN RIVER TRUST - WATERWAYS COMMISSION
Chemical Analysis of Wafer Samples, Contracting Out

1523. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:
Further to question on notice 805 of 1995, how many jobs will be lost from-
(a) the Swan River Trust;
(b) the Waterways Commission,
as a result of contracting out of the water analysis services?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply-
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No jobs will be lost from either the Swan River Trust or the Waterways
Commission as a result of the contracting out of the water analysis services.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY - CONSULTANTS
ENGAGEMENT

1524. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:
(1) What consultants have been engaged by the Environmental Protection

Authority in 1993 and 1994?
(2) What was each consultant's brief?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the information sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. T1he Government recently released its report on consultants
engaged by government for the six months ended 31 December 1994.
This report will be now prepared on a six monthly basis and will provide
the member with the readily available information on consultancies.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT OF - CONSULTANTS
ENGAGEMNT

1525. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:
(1) What consultants have been engaged by the Department of Environmental

Protection in 1993 and 1994?
(2) What was each consultant's brief?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(l)-(2) I am not prepared to devote the considerable resources which would be
required to provide the informiation sought. If the member has a specific
question about a particular consultancy I will endeavour to provide the
information. The Government recently released its report on consultants
engaged by government for the six months ended 31 December 1994.
This report will be now prepared on a six monthly basis and will provide
the member with the readily available information on consultancies.

SWAN RIVER TRUST - WATERWAYS CONMSSION
Legal Fees Expenditure

1531. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:
(1) How much has been spent by the Swan River Trust/ Waterways

Commission on legal fees during -

(a) 1 July 1993 - 30 June 1994; and
(b) I Julyl1994 to15 March 1995?

(2) How much of that sum has been spent on services provided by the public
sector legal service and how much on private sector lawyers?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1) (a) $4911.38
(b) $195.00

(2) All of this sum has been spent on services provided by the public sector
legal service.
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ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS BOARD - LEGAL FEES EXPENDITURE

1532. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:
(1) How much has been spent by the Zoological Gardens Board on legal fees

during -
(a) 1 July 1993 - 30 June 1994; and
(b) I July 1994 to 15 March 1995?

(2) How much of that sum has been spent on services provided by the public
sector legal service and how much on private sector lawyers?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
(1) (a) $1 023.40

(b) $5 940.00
(2) $2 945.00 - public sector legal service;

$4 018.40 - private sector lawyers.

ROADS - ABERNETHY, SERPENTINE-JARRAHDALE SHIRE, UPGRADING
1536. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Can the Minister confirm that the Government has provided funding to
upgrade Abernethy Road in the Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale?

(2) Was the reason for upgrading Abernethy Road to enable road trains and
other heavy transport to bypass the town of Kwinana?

(3) What was the total cost of these works?
(4) Was expenditure required to upgrade any other associated roads?
(5) What was the total cost of these works?
(6) When did these works on Abernethy Road commence?
(7) Has this work been completed?
(8) If no, when is it proposed to be completed?
Mr LEWIS replied:
The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -
(1) No funding has been provided by Main Roads Western Australia for

works on Abernethy Road in the Shire of Serpentine-Jaffmhdale.
(2)-(8)

Not applicable.
NOISE - ATKINS CARLISLE LTD; GEMCO, RIVER VALE PREMISES

Pollution Abatement Notice Served by Belmntm City Council
1543. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has Belmont City Council served a pollution abatement notice on Atkins
Carlisle Ltd requiring a reduction in noise from premises occupied by
GEMCO at the corner of Eyre Street and Knutsford Avenue, Rivervale?

(2) What maximum noise levels is GEMCO required to comply with at this
location?

(3) What is the maximum level of noise detected being emitted from this site?
(4) By what date did the pollution abatement notice require Atkins Carlisle

Ltd and GEMCO to comply with noise standards?
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(5) Did Atkins Carlisle Ltd and GEMCO comply with the pollution abatement
notice by this date?

(6) Have Atkins Carlisle Ltd and GEMCO now complied with the pollution
abatement notice?

(7) (a) If not, will the Minister arrange for his department to prosecute
GEMCO and/or Atkins Carlisle Ltd,

(b) will the Minister encourage Belmont City Council to prosecute
GEMCO and/or Atkins Carlisle Ltd?

(8) If the Minister will not take either of these actions, what other action will
he take to ensure that the environmental laws of this State are not flouted
with impunity?

(9) Will the Minister meet with Rivervale residents affected by this noise?
Mr MINSON replied.
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
(1) Yes.
(2) The assigned outdoor neighbourhood noise levels pursuant to table 1

category B2 of the Noise Abatement (Neighbourhood Annoyance)
Regulations. These are -

Monday to Friday - 0700 hours to 1900 hours - 55 dB(A)
Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays - 0700 hours to 1900 hours - 50
dB(A)
All days - 1900 hours to 2200 hours - 50 dB(A)
All days -2200 hours to 0700 hours -45 dB(A)

(3) Measurements made by Department of Environmental Protection officers,
at about 1100 hours on 2 May 1995, outside 20 and 32 Knutsford Avenue
showed the following noise levels -

Outside 32 Knutsford Avenue - 51 to 56 dB(A) from general machinery
and angle grinding.
Outside 20 Knutsford Avenue - 53 to 58 dB(A) with occasional short
duration peaks to 62 dB(A) from general machinery, angle grinding and
hammering.

(4) Atkins Carlisle was required to comply with the pollution abatement
notice served on it by 31 March 1995.

(5) No.
(6)-(7) GEMCO's acoustical consultants have advised the Department of

Environmental Protection that on 5 May 1995 they measured noise levels
outside 22 and 30 Knutsford Avenue with the following results - outside
30 Knutsford Avenue - 53 dB(A) when air gouging in progress; outside 22
Knutsford Avenue - 54 dB(A) when air gouging in progress; 53 dB(A)
when angle grinders being used. These measurements were made with the
operations being conducted, on a trial basis, in a noise control booth. Four
additional booths are now under construction and will be in use by 31 May
1995. These measurements indicate that Atkins Carlisle and GEMCO are
now complying with the pollution abatement notice.

(8) Atkins Carlisle and GEMCO are operating within the requirements of the
Environmental Protection Act. Thus, there is no need for the Minister for
the Environment to take any action.

(9) I do not see a need to meet with the residents of Rivervale who are
affected by this noise.
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STATE PLANNING COMMISSION - ATLAS SITE, ALEXANDER DRIVE,

MIRRABOOKA, OFFICE EXTENSIONS
1550. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Did the State Planning Commission approve office extensions on the Atlas
site in Alexander Drive, Mirrmbooka for a limited period to 30 November
1990?

(2) Was it a requirement that such office extension be removed at the owner's
expense on expiration of the approval for such office extensions?

(3) Has there been an application to the State Planning Commission for
extending the period for which these office extensions could remain on the
site?

(4) If so, what was the date of application for such an extension?
(5) What was the date on which a decision was made to grant an extension of

the permit for such a building to remain on this site?
(6) What were the terms and conditions applied to the permit to allow these

office extensions to remain on the site?
(7) What conditions, if any, ame attached to the requirement for the owner to

remove such office developments on the expiration of the existing permit?
Mr LEWIS replied:
(1)-(2) Yes.
(3) No.
(4)-(7) Not applicable.
CONCRETE BATCHING PLANT - ATLAS SITE, ALEXANDER DRIVE,

MIRRABOOKA
155 1. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Did the approval granted by the Metropolitan Regional Planning
Authority for the erection of a concrete batching plant on the Atlas site in
Alexander Drive, Mirrabooka expire on 30 November 1990?

(2) Was it a requirement of that approval that the plant be removed at the
owner's expense on expiration of that permit?

(3) Have the operators of the concrete batching plant applied for an extension
of the licence?

(4) If such an extension was sought, what was the date of application of the
extension for the operation of a concrete batching plant on this site?

(5) Was a renewal of the permit or a new permit granted to allow a concrete
batching plant to remain on this site?

(6) If so, what was the date on which such approval was granted?
(7) If approval has been granted for a concrete batching plant to remain on the

Atlas site in Alexander Drive, Mirrabooka, what are the terms and
conditions which apply to such a permit?

(8) Is there a requirement that the plant be removed from the site on
expiration of the pennit, and if so, what conditions apply to its removal?

Mr LEWIS replied:
(1)-(2) Yes.
(3) No.
(4)-(8) Not applicable.

4369



ENVIRONMENTAL COURT - APPEALS SYSTEM
1599. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Have any methods been introduced since his term of office to ensure a
fair, impartial and independent system of appeals in the environmental
court, and if so, what are they?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr MINSON replied.
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) There is no environmental court in Western Australia. The member may
have intended to refer to the delivery of a fair, impartial and independent
appeals system through the functions of the appeals convenor for the
Environmental Protection Act, a position established in September 1993.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, DEPARTMENT OF - APPEALS,
DECISIONS REFERRED TO INDEPENDENT PERSON

1600. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:
(1) Does the Minister refer all decisions on an appeal to an outside, qualified,

independent person, before overturning an Environmental Protection
Authority decision?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If yes, who does the Minister refer the appeals to?
(4) Does the Minister table this decision in Parliament, and if not, why not?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
(1)-(4) Decisions on appeals are made by the Minister. The Environmental

Protection Authority makes recommendations to the Minister for the
Environment. There has been no recommendation of the Environmental
Protection Authority, either for or against a proposal proceeding, which
has been overturned by the inister for the Environment during the term
of this Government. However, the Minister refers all appeals lodged
under the Environmental Protection Act to the appeals convenor for
advice, obtains the advice of the Department of Environmental Protection
on all appeals and retains the option to obtain other advice on appeals,
including that of the Environmental Protection Authority.

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS - ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS
1612. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Are all development ventures subject to environmental requirements that
protect the landscape, vegetation, flora and fauna and guarantee
rehabilitation?

(2) What criteria must be met before an approval is given?
(3) Will the Minister provide an assurance that no development has gone

ahead during the cunrent term of Government that will harm the
environment in any way?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following response -

(1) Of all the proposals for development which are put forward each yea in
this State, about 50 to 70 per year ame subjected to the formal
environmental impact assessment process which leads to environmental
conditions being set under the Environmental Protection Act 1986. If
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relevant to the type of development, conditions normally addresslandscape amenity, vegetation, flora and fauna and rehabilitation.

(2) Criteria are recommended to dhe Minister for the Environment by theEnvironmental Protection Authority on each specific proposal subject toformal environmental impact assessment. The criteria are set by theenvironmental conditions set by the Minister - in consultation with other
relevant Ministers.

(3) The intent of the environmental impact assessment process is to ensureonly environmentally sound developments proceed. While it may takesome years to detect whether or not a development does conform topredictions results in environmental impacts, I know of no evidence whichindicates that development which has proceeded during the current term ofgovernment has caused unacceptable environmental impacts.
CALM - COMMUNITY CONSERVATION GRANTS

1638. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:
When will the successful applicants of the 1994-95 community conservation
grants receive their cheques?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
The cheques are currently being drawn up and will shortly be handed over -to the
successful applicants.

LAKE CHINCOP - MINING APPEALS, DECISION
1650. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) When does the Minister expect to make his decision on the appeals on
mining at Lake Chincop?

(2) Will the Minister be announcing this decision?
Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
(1) The Minister for the Environment is not in a position to specify exactlywhen decisions on these appeals will be made although he expects itto be

within the next two months.
(2) Yes.

ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS BOARD - CASUAL EMPLOYEES, JOBS LOST
165 1. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for Environment:

(1) Further to questions on notice 190 and 672 of 1995, how many positionsfilled by casual employees have been relinquished, revoked or terminated
or whichever other word the Minister would feel to be appropriate to
describe the action, in the last 12 months?

(2) What was the reason given for this action as described at the Minister's
convenience?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -
(1) 1.3 FTEs - comprising five individuals.
(2) Management of the Carousel transferred to Axis Catering and staff wereabsorbed into other area apart from one who is currently travelling.
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BURS WOOD BRIDGE SITE DEVELOPMENT - RIVER CONTAMINATION
TESTS

1652. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister representing the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Further to question on notice 801 of 1995, when were the extensive tests
for contamination of the river in the area of the proposed Burswood bridge
canred out?

(2) Were the results tabled in Parliament, and if so, when?

(3) Who was commissioned to carry out the tests?
(4) Who was responsible for the clean-up operation?

(5) What damage was recorded and what action was taken to clean the area
up?

(6) What was the cost of the clean-up operation?

(7) Was any of the soil removed from the area, and if so, where was it taken
to?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for the Environment has provided the following reply -

(1)-(7) The East Perth Redevelopment Authority has responsibility for the
management of testing programs and. any resultant clean up of the river in
the area of the proposed Burswood bridge. The member is advised to
approach the authority for details in relation to the questions asked.

ALLARDYCE, PAUL - MINISTER OR MINISTER'S STAFF, MEETING

1664. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Housing:
(1) Is the Minister aware of an individual known as Mr Paul Allardyce?

(2) On how many occasions has the Minister met with Mr Allardyce?

(3) Has Mr Allardyce played any role in the inister's office in a formal or
informal, paid or unpaid capacity?

(4) Have the Minister's staff met with Mr Allardyce, and if so, which staff
and on what dates?

Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Once, Mr Allardyce attended a meeting at which I was present, along with

representatives from the Rottnest Island deaths group.

(3) No.
(4) Yes, Mr Trevor Tann, Senior Police Officer, Aboriginal Affairs, attached

to my office attended a meeting in August 1994 at which Mr Allardyce
was present. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss issues pertaining
to Rottnest Island. In addition, a former staff member, Mr Tony Papafilas
attended a meeting at which Mr Allardyce was present.

ABORIGINAL HOMES DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION - DOCUMENTS IN
POSSESSION OF PAUL GALLAGHER

1665. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Housing:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the Government documents concerning the
Aboriginal Homes Development Association are in the possession of Mr
Paul Gallagher?

(2) What was the source of the documents?
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(3) Will the Minister seek a police investigation into the leaking of these
documents if they were not lawfully obtained?

Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) If sufficient evidence exists to demonstrate that the documents wereobtained by unlawful means, I would be happy to seek a police

investigation.
GALLAGHER, PAUL - MINISTER OR MI1NISTER'S STAFF, MEETING

1668. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Housing:
(1) Is the Minister aware of an individual known as Mr Paul Gallagher?
(2) On how many occasions has the Minister met with Mr Gallagher?
(3) Has Mr Gallagher played any role in the Minister's office in a formal orinformal, paid or unpaid capacity?
(4) Have the Minister's staff met with Mr Gallagher, and if so, which staff

and on what dates?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Once.
(3) No.
(4) A former staff member, Mr Tony Papafilas met with Mr Gallagher several

times in February and March 1994 following my original meeting.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

EASTON, PENNY - PREMIER, EVIDENCE
224. Mr McGINTY to the Premier:

Yesterday, the Premier denied that he gave the late Penny Easton the minutes ofExim Corporation board meetings. However, on 27 April 1988, Penny Eastonsaid on oath in the Family Court that the Premier did give her the minutes. Doesthe Premier claim that Penny Easton committed perjury on 27 April?
Mr COURT replied:
What occurred in the Family Court is none of my business. I repeat what I saidthis week and what I do know: False allegations were made, and those matterswere fully investigated by the Corruption Commission and the police. Thosefalse allegations were then peddled around by the Labor Party, and we all knowthe tragic consequences of that. The Leader of the Opposition should have learnt
by now -

Mr McGinty: I will keep asking you until you answer the question.
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition can ask me for as long as helikes because that matter was fully investigated and those allegations werefound to be false. They were peddled around by the Labor Party, and oneLabor Party member in the other House was forced to apologise with
regard to those false allegations.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT - "CELEBRATE THE REGIONS", PROGRAMS
225. Mr OSBORNE to the Minister for Regional Development:

I am advised that the WA Week Council has adopted "Celebrate the Regions" "as
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its theme for 1995. Will the Minister inform the House what program of events
has been arranged in Perth and the rrgions to coincide with WA Week, to be held
between 3 and 11 June?
Mr COWAN replied:
Mr Speaker -

Dr Gallop: "Celebrate the Regions" means feather the nests of National Party
candidates and members!
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr COWAN: I am disappointed to hear the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
make that statement because we were delighted when the WA Week Council
decided to accept the theme of "Celebrate the Regions" for WA Week 1995.
Given the contribution that the regions of Western Australia make to this State,
that should be supported by all members of Parliament, rather than have the
statement that we heard from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

The aim of this campaign is to increase the awareness and appreciation of the
contribution that regional Western Australia makes to the state economy and also
to promote the social lifestyle that exists. I am not aware of all of the programs
that are available. However, there are about 157 events throughout the whole of
Western Australia, of which 88 are in the regions and 69 are being conducted in
Perth to promote regional Western Australia to our metropolitan counterparts. I
have already spoken to the Clerk, and he has agreed that although it is not the
usual practice for the time schedule for Celebrate the Regions to be circulated to
members who are interested, it is in order that I do so. Although I am quite sure
that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, because of his comments, will not be
interested in the events, I think other members of the House will be. I invite all
members of Parliament to become involved in those events because they are
running at different levels.

The State did make available some money to local communities to become
involved in WA Week functions. I think most members of Parliament will be
prepared to become involved and join with the regions and other groups of people
within their community to celebrate WA Week in this manner.

JUVENILE OFFENDERS - BLURTON KILLER, ESCAPE FROM REMOTE
COMMUNITY

226. Mr BROWN to the Attorney General.

I refer to the apprehension and release by the police of the State's most notorious
juvenile offender at Kellerberrin, even though an alert had been issued for his
arrest
(1) Is the Attorney aware that police are highly critical of her Ministry of

Justice for failing to alert the police to the fact that this juvenile absconded
from a remote Aboriginal community on Tuesday night?

(2) As the Minister for Justice, will she accept responsibility for this farcical
situation?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

I am aware that some criticism was raised by the police earlier this morning. I
believe they felt they had not been notified early enough. However, the time
frame of the notification of the police shows that the juvenile was released to bail
at 10.35 pmn and the police were verbally notified after the court had issued the
warrant for apprehension at 5.50 pm. The information was given to a Detective
Sergeant Frew, the CIB duty sergeant on duty at the time, and the warrant was
hand-delivered to the city police station at approximately 6.35 pm.
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We made the application to the Supreme Court just before 2.00 pmi yesterday
afternoon. Mr Justice Owen, who has been dealing with these applications, was
caught up in a criminal trial. We endeavoured to ensure that Mr Justice Owen
was made aware of the urgency of this matter to see whether he could take a short
adjournment to deal with the application. He was listed to hear the application at
4.30 pm. The issue in relation to the time of making the application, which was
prepared mid morning, to the court was that the person at the Aboriginal
community who was supervising the offender on a one-to-one basis fell sick on
the evening before. The supervisor stayed in town overnight and a check had to
be made as to whether this young person was actually with that person in town. If
that was the case, he had not breached his conditions of release to that Aboriginal
community. That had to be checked first and foremost. Once that was checked,
all proper procedures and processes took place.
My concern is not just in terms of the notification and the tining that has been
brought to my attention but also in relation to the circumstances and the reason
for his release to bail in any event. I have called for an urgent report about the
circumstances that surrounded his release to ball. I do not wish to blame anyone.
It is important to make sure that all the processes were followed, not just in one
area, and that there was no lack of communication between the agencies involved.

WA INC - LEADER OF THE OPPOSITON, INVOLVEMENT
227. Dr HAMES to the Premier

I remind the Premier of the undertaking of the Leader of the Opposition
immediately prior to his election to that position to make a clean break from the
WA Inc-Burke years. Has the Leader of the Opposition given a full and frank
account of his involvement in those years?
Mr COURT replied:
The Leader of the Opposition said -

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition said that he stood for making a clean
break with the WA Inc era.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition said that the Labor Party needed to
bury WA Inc so that it could get on with ensuring it has the personnel and the
policies to put itself forward as an alternative. During the WA Inc years we saw
political interference in the Public Service -

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition said that the Public Service was
affected adversely by actions taken in the period into which an inquiry was held.
He went on to say that the commission has concluded that the Public Service
itself was devalued by what has occurred.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Armadale. The Leader of the
Opposition.
Mr COURT: He said that it was impermissible for a Government to encourage
allegiance by making the Public Service partisan at points of strategic
significance. He went on at some length about improper conduct -
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Several members intetjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Peel.
Mr COURT: - and about members corrupting the Public Service.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Peel.
Mr COURT: They were deliberately corrupting the Public Service for their own
political ends.
Mr McGinty: Who was?
Mr COURT: The Royal Commission into Commercial Activities of Government
and Other Matters did not name anyone who was involved in the political
interference. I will name one: The Leader of the Opposition was one of the key
players involved.
Several members inteijected.
Mr McGinty interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the Leader of the Opposition for
the first time. It is intolerable. A question has been asked. Some members may
not like the question or the answer, but every member has the right to ask a
question and the inister answering has a right to be heard. That opportunity is
not being given at the moment. Members should not interject.

Withdrawal of Remark
Mr RIPPER: Mr Speaker, before you stood I thought I heard the Premier allege
that the Leader of the Opposition had corrupted the Public Service. That
allegation cannot be made without the benefit of a substantive motion. The
Premier implied that he was quoting from the royal commission -

Mr Court: I said the Labor Party.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! If the Premier made that statement, as alleged by the
leader of opposition business, I ask him to withdraw.
Mr COURT: I withdraw.

Questions without Notice Resumed
Mr COURT: The Labor Party was corrupting the Public Service for its own
political ends. We believe that the Leader of the Opposition, during the Burke
years, was directly responsible for having the head of a government department
removed.
Several members interjected.
Mr McGinty: I wish I had that power. The Premier should talk to the Minister
for Health about what he did to his head of department.
Mr COURT: Does the Leader of the Opposition deny that he used his influence
to have a head of department removed?
Mr McGinty: I have no idea what you are talking about.
Mr COURT: I am saying that the Leader of the Opposition was directly
involved -

Mr McGinty: I was not a Minister. I was not in Parliament What are you
talking about?
Mr COURT: Does the member deny being involved in having a head of
department removed?
Several members interjected.
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The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: We have been informed that the Leader of the Opposition was
involved in and sought the removal of the head of a department, not because of
his competence or activities, but because he did not fit into the Government's
plans at the time.
Mr McGinty: Tell us which one?
Mr COURT: In time.
Mr McGinty interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Leader of the Opposition.
Mr McGinty interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the Leader of the Opposition for
the second time. His interiections are intolerable.
Mr McGinty interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I could call the Leader of the Opposition to order for the
third time, but I do not wish to do that at this moment. I ask for the cooperation
of the Leader of the Opposition.

PRESIDENT - 30th ANNIVERSARY IN PARLIAMENT, POLICE HELICOPTER
FLIGHT

228. Mr CATANIA to the Premier:
I wanted to direct a number of questions to the Minister for Police about a
notorious juvenile offender.
Mr McGinty interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! If the Leader of the Opposition interjects again I will
call him to order for the third time.
Mr CATANIA: I draw the House's attention to the absence of the Minister for
Police for the second day in a row.
I refer the Premier to yesterday's celebrations by the President of the Legislative
Council on his thirtieth anniversary in Parliament.
(1) Is it true that the President was taken on a police helicopter flight over his

electorate to celebrate this event?
(2) Who authorised and paid for this flight?
(3) Is the same facility available to other hard working members of the

community who have worked for 30 years?
Mr COURT:
(1)-(3) I have not considered that suggestion, but I suppose it could be looked at.

I am not aware if the President has been in the police helicopter. I am
aware that this week he is celebrating 30 years as a member of Parliament,
having been elected in 1965. He has been the President of the Legislative
Council since 1977. It has been said that there was great difficulty in
getting him into the Parliament in the first place.

Mr Marlborough: We have had bloody great difficulty getting him oat Of it.
Mr COURT: This is the second day in a row that the member for Peel has stolen
my punch line.
The President has served the Parliament well. In relation to dhe helicopter ride, I
will make inquiries and find out for the member.
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Involvement in removing head of Industrial Relations Department

229. Mr JOHNSON to the Premier.
Is. the Premier aware of any involvement by the Leader of the Opposition in
removing the head of the industrial relations department during the Burke years?
Mr COURT replied:
It is interesting that the Leader of the Opposition says he will take credit for
getting rid of a Premier, but not the head of an industrial relations department;
perhaps today he also will take credit for that. The Leader of the Opposition is
showing double standards. He does not mind accusing people of political
interference in appointments.
Let us look at the record. I will run through a couple of things before I talk about
the head of the department. I have a note written by the now Leader of the
Opposition, then adviser to Minister Dans.
Mr McGinty: When was this?
Mr COURT: During the Burke years. On the workers' compensation Act he
stated -

Derek Schapper should be appointed as a consultant (part time) from mid-
January to oversee amendments to the Workers' Compensation Act - to be
processed in the Autumn Session. No worthwhile changes will be made
through the Workers' Assistance Commission and the matter will not
receive sufficient priority unless you engage Schapper.
Industrial Democracy
The Public Service Board should advertise outside of the Public Service to
fill the Worker Participation liaison officer vacancy currently at WAGIRS.
This is necessary to ensure that someone with expertise gets the job.

In other words, no-one inside the Public Service had that expertise. Under the
heading of the Western Australian Government Industrial Relations Service, he
had this to say -

The position of Deputy Director at WAGIRS is crucial. Bob Laing should
be encouraged for this position. He would be wasted on Industrial
Democracy.
Industrial Comiio
Owen Salmon should be appointed to the Commission this year.

Was he appointed? Yes. He referred to the member for Kenwick and said -

Judyth Watson
You should ensure that, in addition to a salary in the range of $40 000 -
$50 0100, Judyth is provided with a government vehicle with private plates.

She was well looked after! The Leader of the Opposition probably is not paying
her as much as that now. He then wrote -

Arrangements should be made now to replace Brian Colcutt as head of the
re-vamped Department.

Thfis is coming from one of the members opposite -

Several members interjected.
Mrs Hallahan interjected.
T7he SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Armadale. That
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level of interjection will cause me to cease question time. I urge the members
who are interested in question time not to interject in this way. It is outrageous
for members to interject as they have been doing, shouting people down.
Mr COURT: The note continues -

Mediawr
The appointment of Gerard Overman to any mediator role in the
Commission or WAGIRS is silly and should be forgotten.

Was it forgotten? The answer is yes. What were the reasons and the motives of
the ministerial adviser in giving these directions?
Mr Brown interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Morley.
Mr COURT: As the royal commission said, those opposite were always prepared
to put their own interests ahead of those of the Labor Party. They come into this
Parliament and start talking about crime and the people who conduct criminal
activities, yet they have no substantiation. Here is a bit of substantiation. This
sums up the motivation and it states -
Mr Marlborough interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formerly call to order the member for Peel.
Mr Marlborough interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Peel for the
second time. I advise the member that if he continues to interject, I wil be forced
to take action against him.
Mr COURT: Mr Speaker, I will bring my answer to a close.
Mr McGinty: This is filthy, gutter politics and you Will pay for using these gutter
tactics.
Mr COURT: Now the threat comes from the Leader of the Opposition that I wil
pay the price. The note continues -

The Government is almost one-third of the way through its termn, and as
yet nothing of any significance has been achieved for the union affiliates
of the party. Unless hard directions are given now on these and other
important industrial relations issues, the term of this Government will be
remembered in a similar light to the Tonkin Government -a non-event.

I am sure John Tonkin would like to hear that.
Points of Order

Mr RIPPER: Unless the Premier, as did his mate Bill Hassell, is misusing the
Freedom of Information Act, he appears to be quoting frm an official document
belonging to the previous government in contravention of Westminster tradition.
If it is an official document, I ask, Mr Speaker, that you ask him to table it.
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the Premier to table his documents as long as they
are not personal.
Mr COURT: I have written on the documents.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! It is not appropriate to quibble on this matte. The call
was made for the papers to be tabled. I correctly advised that if they were written
on, the member may decide not to table them. The Premier has indicated he is
happy to table them and they will be tabled.
Mr COURT: I will provide clean copies if that is what is required.
[See paper No 298.1
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Questions without Notice Resumed
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition is tr-ying to sy that he is a clean skin.
He and his Deputy Leader spoke in this Parliament about political interference.
The Leader of the Opposition, far from being a clean skin, was one of the most
active players in ensuring that the Labor Party and its union mates were the main
beneficiaries in those years of government.
Mr McGinty interjected.

Withdrawal of Remark
Mr CJ. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, I draw your attention to the comments made by
the Leader of the Opposition. They are unparliamentary and he should withdraw
them.
Mr McGinty: You are sensitive; happy to throw the mud, but not happy when it
comes back
Mrs Hallahan interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I aim not aware of the comments to which the Leader of
the House refers, so I ask him to indicate the offensive words.
Mr CJ. BARNETT. He used the words, "filthy character".
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! If the Leader of the Opposition accused the Premier of
being a filthy character, I direct him to withdraw it.
Mr McGINTY: I withdraw.

Questions without Notice Resumed
SCHOOLS - CLEANERS

Future Decision
230. Mr McGINTY to the Premier:.

I refer to another campaign of concealment by this Government that it will axe the
jobs of school cleaners in this State. I ask the Premier to tell the truth.
(1) Is it not true that advertising which calls tenders for school cleaning has

been prepared?
(2) Is it not true that notices of termination for cleaners have been typed?
(3) Is it not true that yesterday, officers of the Education Department met

officers of the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations and
discussed the contracting of cleaners' jobs?

Mr COURT replied:
(1)-(3) I was given a question yesterday of which some notice was given.
Mr McGinty: You did not answer it.
Mr COURT: I do not know that detail; if the member wants to put it on notice I
amn willing to provide the information.

HOSPITALS - MANDURAH
Health Campus Plans

231. Mr MARSHALL to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is the Government any closer to making a decision on the extensions to

the Mandurah Hospital and the creation of a health campus?
(2) Will that campus have provision for a private hospital?
Mr KIERATH replied:
(l)-(2) I am pleased to advise the member for Murray that plans are well
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advanced for a far better health service for the people of Bunbury. They
include additions to the existing public hospital and the addition of a
private hospital and a medical centre, all on the existing site. The private
hospital and the medical centre will be privately managed. The public
hospital will be publicly owned and how that will be managed is yet to be
decided. The campus is progressing well. Sixty expressions of interest
have been received. Three have been accepted - from Health Care of
Australia, Macquarie Bank and Health Solutions.
The Government expects the process to be completed by 30 June. The
three selected tenderers have been given eight weeks to respond. The
board of management of the Peel Health Service has been requested by me
to issue important criteria: To improve the resource utilisation; to protect
and enhance the rights of individuals accessing the health system; to meet
both state and commonwealth government objectives; to encourage the
private sector on terms that are favourable for all interests; and, when
Mandurah is finished, to try to have the best mixture of public and private
hospital on the same site - which of course is called collocation.
It is interesting that we should hear from the member for Mitchell because
it is a similar proposal to what the Government is trying in Bunbury and
Joondalup. Had it not been for WA Inc, Bunbury would have had a
similar proposal. The member for Mitchell, who was then Minister for
The South West, in April 1992 blamed a budget blow-out and failure in
negotiations for delays to a new hospital in Bunbury. What is worse, he
went on to say that he was disappointed it failed because - wait for it -
collocation would save $10m. The truth comes out! Now that this
Government is doing something about it, he has swapped sides: He does
not want abar of it. All he can do in this House and in his local
community is bucket a magnificent health facility. He should be ashamed
of where he stands for saying things like that. I can understand his having
these lapses of memory like he had in the royal commission when he
could not quite recall. I will send him a copy of his own press release
from April 1992 to help refresh his memory.
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